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LIFE OF SIR ISAAC NEWTON. 


. WITH AN ELEGANT HEAD, 


IR Ifaac Newton, who may be 
jufily ftyled the father of the mo- 

ern philofophy, was defcended of an 
ancient family, which had its origin 
at Newton,.in Lancafhire. Some of 
his anceftors removing thence, fettled 
at Weitby, in Lincolnthire; and, about 
the year 1370, they became poffefled 
of the manor of Woolftrope, in the 
fame county, where this fublime ge- 
nius was born on Chriftmas-day, 1642. 
At an early age he loft his father, and, 
a few years after, his mother engaged 
in a fecond marriage ; but it does not 
spat that on this account fhe was 
lefs folicitous about the education of 
her fon. At the age of twelve he was 
put to the free {chool at Grantham, 
from which he was taken fome years 
after, in order that. he might be made 
acquainted with his own affairs, and 
be fooner able to manage them. 
Young Newton, however, fhewed fo 
little inclination for that kind of bufi- 
nefs, and direéted his attention with 
fo much affiduity to literary purfuits, 


that his mother thought it would be 
moft prudent to let him follow the 
bent of his own inclination. For this 
purpofe fhe fent him back to Gran- 
tham; and at the age of eighteen he 
was removed to Cambridge, where he 
was admitted into Trinity College in 
1660. ‘The ftudy of the mathema- 
tics feems to have been much culti- 
vated at Cambridge about this period, 
and Newton foon gave ftriking proofs 
of his fuperior abilities in this line ; 
for the Elements of Euclid being put 
into his hands, he run through 
them with fuch a furprifing rapidity, 
that he made himfelf mafter of every 
pogegen almoft at fight. By only 
reading over the enunciation of the 
theorems, he was immediately able te 
comprehend and demonftrate them. 
After Euclid, he proceeded to. the 
ftudy of Defcartes’ Geometry, with 
Oughtred’s Clavis, Kepler’s Optics, 
and the works of Wallis. In thefe he 
made feveral improvements, and in- 
ferted them in marginal notes as he 
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went along, which was his ufual me- 
thod of ftudying. Thefe remarks 
conduéted him to the difcovery of his 
method of infinite feries, and of fluxi- 
ons ; by means of which he was able 
to find the quadrature of all forts of 
curved lines, their centre of gravity, 


the folids formed by their revolutions, - 


and the furfaces of thefe folids. The 
theory of this feries was fo general, 
that, in any propofed equation wHat- 
ever exprefling the nature of a curve, 
he could tell whether fuch a curve 
could be fquared; and, if poffible, 
could give its fquare, either in finite 
terms, or elfe by a continual approxi- 
mation in an infinite feries, and this in 
a very fhort {pace of time. Newton 
employed himfelf in thefe difcoveries, 
without any oftentation, for fome 
years. Dr. Barrow, who was then 
eminently diftinguifhed for his abili- 
ties, was the only mathematician who 
faw him, and he even vifited him but 
feldom. 

In the year 1664 Newton took his 
firft degree as bachelor of arts, and 
as he could not think of wafting all his 
time in abftracted fpeculations, he be- 
gan to turn his thoughts to a fubject 
of more immediate ufe. Defcartes, 
in his Optics, embracing an opinion 
commonly received, that light was 
homogeneous, had, upon this princi- 
ple, firft difcovered the laws of re- 
fra&tion, and fhewn, that the art of 
bringing telefcopes to perfection, de- 
pended on finding out a method of 
making glaffes, in elliptic, parabolic, 
of hyperbolic figures. ‘The moft emi- 
nent mathematical geniufes were now 
employing their talents upon this fub- 
ject, and confiderable advances were 
made towards completing fo ufeful an 
invention. Newton, therefore, on his 
return to college, in 1666, applied 
himfelf to the grinding of optic glaf- 
~ 


fes, of other figures than fpherical, 
having as yet no fufpicion that the na- 
ture of light was different from what 
Defcartes fuppofed it to be ; but not 
fucceeding in his attempt, according 
to his wifhes, he procured a glafs 
prifm, in order to try the celebrated 
yhenomena of colors, difcovered not 
har before by Grimaldi *. He was 
highly delighted at firft, with viewing 
the vivid brightnefs of the colors pro- 
duced by this experiment ; but after 
fome time confidering them more at- 
tentively, and ina philofophical man- 
ner, with that accuracy and penetra- 
tion which were natural to Ee. he 
was furprized to obferve them in an 
oblong form, which, according to 
the received rule of refractions, ought 
to have been circular. This irregu- 
larity he at firft thought might be 
merely accidental; his curiofity, 
however, was farther excited; he 
foon invented an infallible method 
of determining the queftion, and the 
refult was his new theory of light and 
colors. 

The theory alone of this difcovery, 
unexpected and furprifing as it was, 
did not fatisfy Newton ; he rather con- 
fidered the proper ufe which might be 
made of it, for the farther imptove- 
ment of telefcopes, which was the orts 
ginal object of his refearches. For 
this end, having now difcovered that 
light was not homogeneal, but an hete- 
rogencous mixture of differently re- 
frangible rays, he computed the er- 
rors arifing from this different refran- 

ibility, and finding them to exceed 
fume hundreds of times thofe occa- 
fioned by the circular figure of the 
glaffes, he abandoned his glafs works, 
and began to inveftigate the nature 
of reflectors, He was now convin- 
ced that optical inftraments might be 


brought to very great perfection sprovid- 


* Grimaldi wasa native of Bologna, and born in the year 1518, “At the age of 
eighteen he entered into the fociety of the Jefaits, who confider him as one of the 
ableft philofophers ever educated amongthem. In concert with the famous Riccioli, 
he augmented with 305 ftars the Catalogue of Kepler. This author is one of the firft 
who perceived that colored rays had different degrees of refrangibility ; and it ap- 
pears that his treatife, De Lumine et Coloribas Iridis, furnifhed Newton with many 
ufeful hints, This celebrated man died in the year 1562, when about the age of ‘for- 


ty-five. 
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ed a reflecting fubftance could be pro- 
cured'capable of as finea polith as glafs, 
of reflecting as much light as glafs 
tranf{mits, and provided alfo that fome 
method could he difcovered of giving 
it a parabolic form. In accomplifh- 
ing thefe ends many difficulties occur- 
red. Theplague too, which had broke 
out in 1665, compelled him to leave 
Cambridge, and it was more than two 
years before he made any farther pro- 
grefs in thefe valuable difcoveries. 
Having retired to the country, at 
a diftance from Cambridge, our il- 
luftrious philofopher was in fome mea- 
{ure fecluded from fociety, and from 
books ; but he {till found important 
objeéts on which to employ his ative 
genius; and, in the midft of his foli- 
tude, he received that hint which 
gave rife to the fyftem of the world, 
and which forms the principal fubjeét 
of his Principia, Some apples falling 
froma tree, as he was fitting alone in 
his garden, as is faid, firft led his 
thoughts to the fubject of gravity ; 
and, reflecting on the power of that 
principle, ey a to confider, that, 
as it is not. found to be fenfi- 
bly diminifhed, at the greateft dif- 
tance to which we can rife from the 
centre of the earth, neither on the 
tops.of the loftici buildings, nor on 
the fummits of the higheft mountains, 
it appeared to him reafonable to con- 
clude, that this power muft extend 
much farther than is ufually fuppofed. 
** Why not as far as the moon? And 
“ if fo,” faid he to himfelf, “her 
** motion muft be influenced by it, 
** and perhaps it retains her in her 
orbit. However, though the power 
** of gravity be not fenfibly weakened 
“in the little change of diftance 
which we can experience with re- 
** foe to the centre of the earth ; 
‘‘ yet it is very poffible, that at the 
“« diftance of the moon the ftrength 
‘* of this power may be very different 
‘** from what it is here.” ‘To make 
an eftimate what this diminution might 
be, he confidered, that if the moon 
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power ; and by comparing the periods 
of the planets with their diftances 
from the fun, he found that if any 

ower, fuch as gravity, retained them 
in their courfes, its ftrength mutt de- 
creafe in the duplicaie proportion of 
the increafe of diftance. ‘This, he 
concluded, fuppofing them to move 
in perfect circles concentric with the 
fun, from which the orbits of the great- 
er part of them do not much differ. 
Suppofing, therefore, the power of 
gravity when extended to the moon 
to decreafe in the fame proportion, he 
computed whether that force would 
be fufficient to keep the moon in her 
orbit. In this computation, however, 
attempted in a common way, and 
without the affiflance of books, he did 
not make the power of gravity, de- 
creafing in a cape ae proportion to 
the diftance, anfwerable to the power 
which retained the moon in her orbit; 
whence he concluded, that fome other 
caufe muft be united with the action 
of gravity upon the moon. This, and 
fome other incidents, made him give 
up any farther thoughts on this fub- 
ject for fome time. 

On his return to Cambridge ia 
1667, he was chofen Fellow of his 
college; and, in the year following, 
adinitted to the degree of Mafter of 
Arts. 

About this time, Nicholas Mer- 
cator, a native of Holftein, publithed 
a very learned work upon geometry, 
under the title of Logarithmotechnica, 
in which he gave the quadrature of 
the hyperbola by an infinite feries. 
The celebrated Dr. Barrow, then at 
Cambridge, where Newton, who was 
now about twenty-fix years of age, 
refided, on perufing this book, re- 
collected that he had feen the fame 
difcovery in the writings of that 
young gentleman, but on a more én- 
larged plan. Neéweton’s modefty upga 
this occafion, was very remarkable. 
Though he might have claimed to 
himfelf the honor of fo ingenious a 
difcovery, he was moana with the 


be retained in her,orbit by the forceo f treafure he had found, without regard- 


gravity, the primary planets muft b ¢ 


ing the glory; and in a letter, printed 
ec « i 


earried round the fun by the lik ¢in the Commercium Epiitolicum, he 


{3 obferves, 




















324 Life of Sir Tfaac Newton. 


obferves, that he thought Mercator 
had entirely found out his fecret, or 
that others would, before he was of a 
roper age for writing. His manu- 
cript upon infinite feries, was cof- 
municated to no one but to Mr. John 
Collins, Fellow of the Royal Society, 
and Lord Brounker; and this even 
was done through the influence of 
Dr. Barrow, who would not permit 
him to indulge his modefty fo much 
as he defired. This manufcripr, 
which was entitled, A Method I for- 
merly found out, (Fc. was taken from 
Newton’s ftudy in 1669; and fuppof- 
ing this former/y to mean no more 
than three years, he muft then have 
difcovered this excellent method of 
feries, when he was not quite twenty- 
four years of age. But what is ftill 
worthy of being remarked, this ma- 
nufcript contained both the difcover 
and method of fluxions, or of thofe 
infinitely {mall quantities which occa- 
fioned fo great a conteft between 
Newton and Leibnitz, or rather 
between England and Germany. 

In 1669, upon the refignation of 
Dr. Barrow, he was chofen Profeffor 
‘of mathematics in the univerfity of 
Cambridge; about tliis period, in a 
letter which he wrote to a young 
gentleman, of the name of Afton, 
who was one of his friends, and then 
‘ready to fet out on his travels, he 

ve the following rules for his con- 
‘dué&t, which are fo excellent, that 
they ought not to be pafled over in 
fileace. ‘* When you enter into com- 
** pany, be careful to obferve the 
“ difpofition of thofe among whom 
“© you are. Secondly, behave your- 
‘© felf in fuch an affable manner, that 
** you may engage them to deliver 
** their fentiments freely, Thirdly, 
** never difcourfe by queftions or 
** doubts, you will gain little advan- 
** tage by appearing either wifer or 
“* more ignorant than the reft of the 
** company. Fourthly, Seldom dif- 
** commend any thing, be it ever fo 
** bad, or do it with moderation, left 
** you may be reduced to the difa- 
** greeable neceflity of retraéting what 
** you have advanced, Commenda- 


* tion feldom meets with oppofition} 
** or at leaft, is not fo much refented 
“‘ as difpraife by ‘men who think 
** otherwife; you will infinuate your 
** felf into peoples favor by nothing 
** fooner than by feeming to approve 
** and commend what they like; but 
“ beware to do it by a-‘comparifon. 
** Fifthly, if you are affronted in a 
‘* foreign country, it will be better 
“* to pais it over in filence, and with 
** a jeft, though with fome difhonor, 
“* than to attempt revenge ; for inthe 
* firft cafe, your credit will not be the 
** worfe when you return to England, 
“ or come into othercompany, who 
“* have not heard of the difpute; but 
“in the fecond, you ‘may bear the 
“* marks of the quarrel while you 
‘* live, if you furvive at all.” 

The fame year in which he was 
admitted to the Profeffor’s chair, 
and in the two following, he read 
optical leftures in Latin, in thepublic 
fchools of the univerfity. He had 
not finifhed thefe lectures, when ‘he 
was chofen a Fellow of the Roydl 
Society, and having then brought his 
theory on light and colors to a great 
degree of perfeétion, he laid it before 
the Society, in order to have their 
opinion upon it, and it was afterwards 
eee in their Tranfactions of Fe- 

ruary, 1672. ‘Though great pains 
and labor had been beftowed in pre- 
paring this piece for the public eye, 
yet his’ do€trine was fo new, and fo 
totally fubverfive of that which was 
univerfally received ; fo nice a degree 


‘of accuracy and exa¢tnefs were ne- 


ceflary in making the experiments 
upon which it was founded, and fo 
fubtle and penetrating was the reafon- 
ing upon thefe experiments, that it 
no fooner went abroad into the world, 
than it found oppofers in all guarters 
wherever it appeared, On this ac- 
count, our illuftrious philofopher was 
unexpectedly led into various difputes, 
which gave him much uneafinefs. He 
had fpent cight years in repeating the 
experiments which afcertained the 
truth of his theory, and though he 
thought to oblige the world by un- 


veiling one of the deepeft fecrets of 
; natyre, 
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Mature, and though he ‘had’évery. rea- 
fon td expest that his  benefattion 
would be received with gratitude, 
the contrary feems’ to have been the 
cxfei; For this reafon, and forefeeing 
what ‘would be the  confequence, 
fhould he give the reft of his theory to 
the public, where ‘he knew there mutt 

truths ftill more amazing, 
he laid. afide his optical: lectures, 
after he had carefully-revifed them, 
with a-defign to publifh them. Thele 
difappointments, however vexatious, 
did not prevent ‘him from going on 
with his reflecting telefvope, (that 
part of his oy which was moft im- 
mediately ufefal. He ‘therefore com- 
pleted an inftrument of ‘this ‘kind, 
with which, though it was only fix 
inches in length, he faw diftinttly 
Jupiter with his four moons, and’the 
different phafes of Venus. This in- 
ftrument he fent to the Royal Society 
at their requeft, together with ade- 
feription of it, which was publifhed 
in their Tranfactions. ‘There were 
inferted likewife in the two fubfequent 
numbers, feveral curious obfervations 
relating to this new invention, commu- 
nicated by him with a view to fecond 
the defign of the Society, of inviting 
fome fkilfal artifts to attempt a far- 
ther improvement ; as: two particulars 
were ftill wanting, a proper compo- 
fition. for the metal, and a good 
polith. 

In 1676, at the requeft of Mr. 
Leibnitz, he wrote two letters to be 
communicated to him, in which. he 
explained his invention of infinite 
feries, and pointed out how far he 
had improved it by his method of 
fluxions, which however he {till con- 
cealed, by a tranfpofition of the let- 
ters, that make up the two fundamental 
propofitions, into.an alphetical order. 
‘In the winter between 1676 and 
1677, he inveftigated the grand pro- 

tion, that by a centripetal force 
acting reciprocally as the'fquare of 
the dikenes: a planet ‘muft revolve 
in an ellipfis around the ‘centre of 
force, placed in the lower focus of 
the ellipfis, and with a radius drawn 
go that centre, defcribe areas propor- 
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tionable to the times. 

In the year 1680, he made feveral 
aftronomical ‘obfervations upon the 
comet which then jedinaal 3 and 
which, for a confiderable time, he 
imagined not to beone and the fame, 
but two different comets, contrary to 
the opinion of Mr, Flamftead. While 
his thoughts were engaged on this 
fubjeét, he received a letter from Mr. 
Hook, on the nature of the line de+ 
{cribed by a falling body, fuppofed 
to be moved circularly by the diur- 
nal motion of the earth, and at the 
fame time perpendicularly by the 
power of gravity; this led him to 
enquire what would be ‘the real figure 
defcribed by fuch a body, and to re- 
fume his former refearches, refpeét. 
ing the moon. As Mr. Picart had not 
long before determined a degree ot 
the earth by ufing ‘his meafures, and 
as it appeared that’the moon was re- 
tained in her orbit, by the power of 
gtavity alone, and confequently, that 
this power decreafed in the duplicate 
proportion of the diftance, as he had 
formerly conje@tured, he found from 
this seg that the figure defcrib- 
ed by a falling body; muft be an 
ellipfis, of which ‘the centre of the 
earth is one focus. Perceiving now, 
that the primary planets really moved 
in fuch orbits round the fun as Kepler 
fufpeéted, he had the fatisfaction of 
finding the refult of his enquiries 
likely to anfwer fome valuable pur- 
pofes ; he therefore drew up feveral 
propofitions refpecting the motion .of 
the primary planets round the fan, 
which were communicated to the 
Royal Society, in 1683, and, with 
much reluétance on the part of the 
author, printed in 1687, under the 
title of Philofophia Naturalis Principia 
Mathematica; that is to fay, the 
Mathematical Principles of Natural 
Philofophy. ‘This work at firft did 
not meet with that reception which it 
deferved ; as it was founded upon the 
moft profound geometry, and as the 
author had greatly ‘contraéted his de- 
monftrations, few at that .time were 
able thoroughly to comprehend it. 
The moft eminent mathematicians 

were 
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were even obliged to ftudy it care- 
fully before they could underitand it ; 
bat ‘when it°was:perfetly known, all 
the litérati of _Europe united in be- 
ftowing upon the author their fuffrages 
of-applanfe.. It excited, fays Mr. 
Fontenelle, univerfal admiration.* 
> Tny-the midft of all his philofophical 
refearches, when the privileges of the 
wniverfity .were attacked by James 
the Second, Newton appeared among 
the moft zealous defenders of them, 
and upon this occafion was appointed 
one of ‘the delegates to the High 
Court of Commiffion, where he made 
fach a rational and able defence, that 
his Majefty thought proper to drop 
the affair, and leave the univerfity in 
the full enjoyment of their rights. 

In 1688, he was chofen one of 
their members for the Convention 
Parliament, in which he’ retained 
his feat» till its diffolution. Mr. 
Montague, ‘afterwards Earl of Hali- 
faxi,..who fat for the firft time in that 
Parliament, having been bred at the 
fame college, and being well acquaint- 
ed with Newton’s abilities, when he 
became Chancellor of the- Exchequer, 
procured for him fromthe King, in 
1696, the office of Warden of the 
Mint, a place worth about twelve or 
fifteen. hundred pounds per annum, 
which he held till his death, and for 
which he was well qualified, as ap- 
pears by. his tables of foreign coins, 
printed at the end of Dr. Arbuthnot’s 


work on Weights and Meafures, Om 
his promotion, he’. appotnited Mr, 
Whitton his deputy in the mathe- 
matical chair at. Cambridge, allow- 
ing him the full profits of the place, 
which he alfo procured for him. in 
1703. 

The fame year Newton was chofen 
Prefident of the Royal Society, at 
the head of which he continued for 
twenty-five. years; and he had been 
chofen Member of the Royal Acade- 
my of Sciences at Paris, in 1699, 
upon the new regulation being made, 
of admitting foreigners among that il- 
luftrious body. 

Newton had long thought that a 
ray of light was compofed of feven 
differently colored rays, as exhibited 
by a prifm. expofed to the fun, and 
he was defirous of purfuing his re- 
fearches upon this fubje&. With this 
view, he endeavoured to feparate 
thefe colored rays; or, to ufe an ex- 
preffion of the celebrated Fontenelle, 
** to diffe light.” Having made a 
ray of light pafs through a prifm into 
a darkened chamber, he dileompoted 
and, divided it in fuch a manner, 
that he found it to be made up of fe- 
ven different rays, tinged each of a 
Eemionien and unchangeable color.— 

e remarked alfo, that each of thefe 
rays was refracted differently, or, as 
he himfelf. exprefled it, had different 
degrees of refrangibility, He. after- 
wards meafured thefe degrees, and 


-*« 
. 


‘* Mr. Saverien, in his Lives of the Modern Philofophers, fays, that the Emperor of 
China, having been made acquainted with this work, by fome of the French miffiona- 
ries, was fo-highlypleafed with it, that he refolved to teltify his refpeé for the 
author, by.fending him a letter, which he wrote in the Chinefe language, with the 
following infcripuon : To Mr, Newton, Europe. It is very certain that the Emperor 
Kang-hi, at that time upon the throne of China, was remarkably fond of mathematical 
Sortaies Father Beuvet, in his chara&ter of that monarch, which is to be found in a 
colle&ion of fmall pieces refpeéting China, publifhed by the celebrated Leibnitz, 
ender the title of Noviffima Sinica Hiftoriam noftri Temporis illuftratura, tells ys, that 
he was not only acquainted with moft of the mathematical and aftronomical ipftru- 
ments then in ufe, but that he was fo much malter of the clements of Euclid, of 
which he had ordered a tranflation to be made into the Tartar language, that he 
could demonftrate any propofition immediately upon being fhewn the there. Father 
Bouvet adds, that the Emperor often faid, that he had read Euclid more than twelve 
times from beginning teend. Hewever, as we have never found the above circum- 
fiance, refpecting his letter to Newtons mentioned in any other author, we very much 
doubt of its truth. Something of the fame kind is told of the celebrated Boer- 
have, but the letter fent to the Dutch phyfician was from a mandario. 
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found that they had the fame propor- 
tion to one another as the feven notes 
of mufick. Thefe difcoveries could 
not be known and demonftrated, but 
by exceedingly nice experiments ;-and 
feveral philofophers, with whom they 
did not fucceed, took upon them to 
deny the truth of his theory. On 
account of thefe rafh objections, 
Newton at firft hefitated, whether he 
fhould publifh his difcoveries. He 
was afraid, that by giving them to 
the world, he fhould involve himfelf 
in tedious and difagreeable difpates. 
** I fhould reproach myfelf with my 
«« imprudence,” fays he, ina letter to 
one of his friends, “ did I Iofe fo 
‘* fubftantial a thing as tranquillity, 
“by purfuing a fhadow*.” How- 
ever, on the folicitation of his friends, 
he determined to prepare his manu- 
{cript for the prefs, which he pub- 
lithed in 1704, under the title of 
Optics ; or a Treatife of the Reflec- 
tions, Refractions, Infleétions, and 
Colors of Light. 

Upon the publication of this work, 
his doStrine refpecting light and colors 
was every where decried and oppofed. 
Mr. Marriote, an eminent French 
philofopher, could never fucceed in 
making the experiments on which 
Newton had founded his fyftem; he 
always obferved that the rays of light 
had _ no fixed color, and confequently 
concluded, that their colors were not 
effential, as had been advanced in the 
Treatife on Optics. Several others 
tried the fame experiments, and with 
no better fuccefs. It was, therefore, 
much doubted in France, whether 
Newton had proceeded properly in 
his operations. Cardinal Polignac, 
who enteitained a great efteem for 
him, convinced of his fuperior merit 
and abilities, fufpeéted that the French 
philofophers had committed fome mif- 
take in their procefs ; on this account 


he fent to England for prifms, of the 
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fame kind as thofe with, which New- 
ton had decompofed the rays of light ; 
and having caufed the experiments to 
be made in his own prefence, had the 
fatisfaction of feeing them anfwer 
according to his expectation. They 
were repeated afterwards with the 
{fame fuccefs, and the fyftem of New- 
ton was foon adopted by all the phi- 
lofophers of Europe. 

Newton’s abilities and merit were 
now eminently confpicuous. Queen 
Ann conferred the honour of knight- 
hood upon him, in 1705, and on the 
aceeffion of George I. he was intro- 
duced to his Majefty, who received 
him with every mark of diftin@ion.— 
The fame year alfo the parliament 
requefted his opinion upon a new me- 
thod of determining the longitude at 
fea, which had been propofed by Dit~ 
ton and Whifton ; ts his. remarks, 
and the reafons he affigned for his dif- 
approbation of their plan, in a paper 
delivered to the committee, was fo fa- 
tisfactory, that the project was entirely 
abandoned. 

In the year 1715, his antagonift, Mr. 
Leibnitz, with a view of making the 
world believe, that Sir Ifaac had bor- 
rowed his metnod ‘of fluxions from 
his differential method, propofed, b 
way of challenge to the whole Engli 
nation, the famous problem of the 
trajectories.* But what Leibnitz con- 
ceived to be a thing of great difficulty, 
Newton eoulilened only as an ale 
ment. He received this problem a- 
bout five in the evening, as he was 
returning from the mint, and though 
he was much fatigued with the bufi- 
nefs of the day, he did not retire to 
reft till he had folved it. 

Sir Ifaac was now more frequently 
at Court thanever. The Princefs of 
Wales, who poffeffed an excellent ung 
derftanding, and had a great taite. for 
philofophical enquiries, took mach 
pleafure in his converflation, and the 


* Me arguerem imprudentiz, quod umbram captando, eatenus perdiderim quie- 
tem meam rém prorfus fubftantialem. : 
4° This problem was to find a curve which fhould cut at right angles, or in fuck 
infinity of other curves, all of theAlame 
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was often heard to declare, that fhe 
thought herfelf happy in living at the 
fame time with him, and in enjoying 
fuch opportunities of improvement. 
Having, fome years before, or about 
this time, written a treatife upon an- 
cient chronology, he communicated 
the plan of it to the Princefs, who 
found it fo new and ingenions, that 
fhe defired he would give her an ab- 
ftra& of the whole work. Sir Ifaac 
was defirous that it might not be made 
public, but the Princefs having pro- 
mifed that it-fhould never go from 
her hands, he entrufted her with his 
manufcript. | Notwithftanding this 
precaution, the Abbe Conti, a noble 
and learned Venetian, fecretly found 
means to procure a copy of it, which 
he carried with him to France, and it 
was there tranflated and publifhed, 
with fome obfervations. ‘Though our 
philofopher highly difapproved this 
conduét, he did not deny the work; 
but he thought it neceflary to fupply 
what was deficient in the manufcript, 
and to anfwer the obfervations which 
had been made upon it. He therefore 
publifhed his additions and remarks, in 
the Philofophical Tranfaétions, which 
were afterwards tranflated into French. 
‘The Abbe Conti and Father Souciet, 
however, attacked our author's chro- 
nological index; the celebrated Dr. 
Halley undertook to defend it; and, in 
order that the public might be enabled 
to judge of the difpute, Sir Ifaac’s 
friends, after his death, publifhed the 
work in Englifh, under the title of, 
The Chronology of Ancient Kingdoms 
Amended ; towhich is prefixed, a Short 
Chronicle, from the firft memory of 
things in Europe, to the Conquetft of 
Perfia, by Alexander the Great. 

The ory defign of this work 
evidently is, by following with great 
fagacity fome of the traces, however 
faint, of the ) trl Greek aftrono- 


my, to difcover what was the pofition 
of the equinottial colures, with re- 
ren to the fixed ftars, at the time of 

hiron the Centaur, As it is now 
known that thefe ftars have a motion 
jp longitude, of onc degree in feventy- 
£ 


two years, were it once afcertained 
through what fixed - ftars the colures 
pafféd in the time of Chiron, by tak- 
ing the diftance of thefe ftars from 
thofe through which the colures now 
pafs, we might be able to determine 
the number of years elapfed fince the 
age of Chiron. Chiron was one of 
thofe who went along with the Argo- 
nauts, in their famous expedition ; 
this would, therefore, fix the epocha 
of it, and confequently that of the 
Trojan war—two great events, upon 
which all ancient chronology de- 
ends. 

Though Newton had employed his 
whole life in the moft abftrufe and 
laborious refearches, he enjoyed an 
uninterrupted ftate of good health till 
he was fourfcore years of age, which 
may be chiefly aferibed to his great 
temperance and moderation. He then 
began to be affli€ted with a diabetes, 
which was exceedingly troublefome ; 
but, by the help of a ftriét regimen, 
and other precautions, he procured 
great intervals of eafe during the five 
remaining years of his life; he was 
not, however, free from fome fevere 

aroxyf{ms, which often occafioned 
fies drops of fweat to ran down his 
face. In thefe circumftances he was 
never heard to utter the {malleft com- 
plaint, nor to exprefs the leaft im- 
patience, and as foon as he found a 
moment’s eafe, he would talk and con- 
verfe with his ufual cheerfulnefS. On 
Saturday morning, March the 18th, 
1726, he read the newfpaper, and 
difcourfed a long time with Dr. Mead, 
having then the perfect ufe of all his 
fenfes, but that night he entirely loft 
them all, and never recovering them 
afterwards, expired on the Monday 
following, in the eighty-fifth year of 
his age. His body lay in ftate in the 
Jerufalem Chamber, and, on March 
the 28th, was conveyed to Weftmin- 
fter Abbey, the Lord Chancellor, the 
Dukes of Montrofe and Roxburgh, 
and the Earls of Pembroke, Suflex, 
and Macclesfield, bearing up the pall. 
Thecorpfe wasinterred at the entrance 
into the choir, on the left hand, where 
: a mo- 





























@ monument was eretted to his me- 
mory, with a Latin infcription. 

After his death, feveral difcourfes 

upon the fubject of antiquities, hif- 
tory, divinity, chemiftry, and mathe- 
matics, were found among his papers ; 
fome of ‘which were afterwards pub- 
lifhed. Among thefe were his Obfer- 
vations on the Pecnbineiis of Daniel, 
and the Apocalypfe of St. John, which 
were printed in 1733. This appears 
to be a very unfinifhed piece; but 
there are fome things in it, which 
difcover the hand of its great au- 
thor. 

This eminent philofopher, whofe 
works are his beft eulogium, was of a 
middling ftature, but fomewhat in- 
clined to corpulency towards the lat- 
ter part ef his life. His countenance 
was pleafing and venerable. He ne- 
ver made ufe of fpeétacles ; and, du- 
ring his whole life, never loft but one 
tooth. Bifhop Atterbury defcribes 
him as having fomething rather lan- 
guid. in his look and manner, than 
piercing and lively. In difpofition he 
was mild and affable, and he feems to 
have carried humility and modefty to 
as great a length as it was poffible for 
humanity. One day, when fome of 
his friends had faid fome very hand- 
fome things of his extraordinary ta- 
lents, he replied, in an eafy and un- 
affected manner, that, for his own 

art, he was fenfible, whatever he 

ad done worth notice, was owing 
more to patience of thought, than to 
any uncommon fagacity with which 
he was endowed by nature. Dr. 
Pemberton obferves, that his memory 
was much decayed in the lait years of 
his life; but the common report, that 
he did not then underftand his own 
works, is entirely groundlefs. Ac- 
eording to Fontenelle, he was dif- 
tinguifhed from other men by no fin- 
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gularities, either natural or affetted. 
Though firmly attached to the church 
of England, he was averfe ‘to the per- 
fecution of the Non-conformifts. He 
judged of men by their manners; and 
the true {chifmatics, in his opinion, 
were the vicious and the wicked. He 
did not, however, confine his princi- 
ples to natural religion; for fe was 
thoroughly perfuaded of the truth of 
revelation; and, amidft the variety 
of books which he had conftantly be- 
fore him, that which he ftudied with 
the greateft application was the bible. 
Being naturally benevolent, he neg- 

leted no opportunity of doing good, 

which the revenues of his patrimony, 

and a profitable employment, impro- 

ved by a prudent economy, put inte 

his power. When decency required 

expence and fhew, he was magnificent 

without oftentation; at all other times, 

that pomp, which feems great to low 

minds only, was entirely retrenched, 
and the money referved for better ufes, 
Henever entered into the married ftate; 


’ perhaps he never had leifure to think of 


it. Being immerfed in profound 
ftudies during the prime of life, and 
engaged afterwards in an employment 
of great importance, he was not fen- 
fible of any vacancy in life, or of the 
want of a domeftic companion. At 
his death he left two and thirty thou- 
fand pounds; but he made no will, 
which Mr. Fontenelle tells us, was 
becaufe he thought a legacy no_gift. 
Various authors have employed their 
talents in celebrating the abilities of 
this fublime genius ; but the two fol- 
lowing lines of the poet are perhaps 
more expreffive, than whole volumes 
written by the hand of dulnefs. 


Nature, and Nature’s laws lay hid in 
night— 

God faid, Let Newton be, and all was 
light. 


LETTER rrom a GENTLEMAN ow nis TRAVELS THRovcH 
RUSSIA, contraininc a DESCRIPTION or PETERSBURGH *, 


as far as bufinefs will permit. You muft 


fome account of what I have feen not, however, expect any thing com- 


Sess you are defirous of having 


during my refidence at Peterfburgh, I plete. 


fhallendeavor to gratify yourcuriofity, 


* This letter was written in the year 1786, 


Tt Peterfburgh 
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Peterfburgh, which lies under fixt 
degrees of north latitude, is built 

artly upon iflands, and partly on the 
oe of the Neva, a large river, by 
which every commodity is conveyed 
to it that a great capital can require. 
"The Neva, of all the large rivers in 
Europe, has the fhorteft courfe ; the 
difiance from the lake of Ladoga to 
the Gulph of Finland being only 
fixty weriis ; neverthelefs, as the lake 
of Ladoga is a’ refervoir. for all the 
rivers of the northern part of Ruffia, 
except thofe which difcharge them- 
felyes into the White Sea; and, as 
the Neva is the only river that flows 
from that lake, the abundance of its 
Waters, divided into different arms 
and channels, renders the navigation 
of it eafy. Add to this, that the 
canal of Ladoga, conveying even to 
the lake of the fame name, and thence 
to Feterfburgh, all the merchandife 
of the interior parts of the empire, 
which were formerly tranfported by 
Revei and Hapfel, makes this capital 
the. principal itore-houfe of the Rat 
fan commeice. 

Tt cannot, however, be difallow- 
ed, that Peterfourgh has many in- 
conveniencies for its inhabitants. Its 
fituation to the north-eaft occafions 
long and fevere cold, which often 
fhuts up its port, and for many months 
interrupts all commerce. ‘The win- 
ter has no pleafures but for the rich, 
who are in want neither of fire nor 
of futs. In that feafon the prefence of 
the court and nobility, and the great 
leifure of the merchants, give rife to 
a variety of amufements; and the pu- 
rity of the ajr and the duration of 
the froft, feem to exhilarate the {pi- 
rits and add vigourto the body. As 
abundance of fnow conftantly covers 
the furface of the frozen earth during 
that feafon, fledge-racés aré then ve- 
rycommon; but the poor fuffer 
greatly—their wages ceafe on the in- 
terruption of commerce, navigation, 
and agriculture, while their wants 
ate increafed, as they require then 
more clothes and more food. Pe- 


terfburgh is more brilliant in winter 
than in fummer ; but it is, perhaps, 
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then much lefs populous: the court, 
the nobility, and all their attendants 
being fcarcely equivalent to the num- 
ber of workmen who, in that feafon, 
retire into the prayinces, where it is 
not fo difficult to find a fubfift- 
ence. 

The fummer at Peterfburgh is thort, 
generally cold and rainy, and fub-; 
jeét tofudden variations. ‘The {pring 
happens late. On the 16th of June 
we found it very comfortable to fit 
round a ftove, well heated ; and, af- 
ter the month of Augutft, the cold 
again began to return. Even in the 
middle of fummer, the evenings are 
fenfibly cold, and often the days al- 
fo, if itrains, or if the wind blows ; 
for this reafon, the inhabitants of 
Peterfburgh are fearcely ever feen, 
even in fummer, without their cloaks. 
There are almoft always fome hours 
in the day when thefe veftments are 
neceflary. On account of this feve- 
rity of the climate, plants, and above 
all, trees, are very uncommon, and 
their {pecies are not numerous. Few 
can be made tothrive here ; and thefe 
few require a long time for their 
growth, as the fummer is fo fhort, 
‘The wild cheftnut-tree grows very 
flowly, and appears to fuffer much, 
even fhut up in a wooden box in the 
botanical garden. ‘The lime-tree, if 
we except the grand avenues of 
Tfarkko-Zelo and of Peterhof, plant- 
ed by Peter I. is extremely rare 
here. The fir-treedegenerates, though 
a native of the north, and is foon 
fupplanted by the birch, which grows 
quicker, and requires lefs culture, 
For this reafon gardens laid out in 
the Englifh tafte, are much prettier 
every wheie than at Peterfburgh. S¢r- 
pentine canals, and bafons have been 
dug at a great EERE ; but a variety 
of trees and fhrubs is always want- 
ing, and there is little fhade ; what 
is furnifhed by the birch being neither 
fufficiently thick nor agreeable. 

Another inconvenience of the fitu- 
ation of Peterfburgh arifes from its 
being built in a long and extenfive 
plain, low and.marihy, which is ex- 
pofed: to frequent and fudden inunda- 
tions, 
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‘tions, when the long continuance of 
the ftrong eaft winds fufpends the 
courfe oF the Neva, which caufés 
the neighbouring country to be over- 
flown. The moft confiderable of 
thefe inundations fince the founda- 
tion of Peterfburgh, was that which 
happened on the roth of September, 
1777. It did not, however, conti- 
nue long. The water began to fub- 
fide in a fhort time ; and at the end 
of a few hours, the river confined it- 
felf within its ordinary channel. In- 
undations occafioned by the ice of 
the Neva are as rare as thofe in the 
neighbourhood of the German rivers 
are common. ‘The courfe of the 
Neva is not long, and its bed is broad : 
the ice, therefore, is lefs in quantity, 
and does not accumulate £ much. 
It is trué it is fometimes colle@ed in- 
to heaps on the fand banks that are 
néar its mouth ; but its breadth is fo 

reat, that if the ice happens to 
Reel its waters, they rarely caufe in- 
undations, 

During winter, when the river 
carri¢s fhoals of ice along with its 
current, the bridge on the Neva is ta- 
ken away, which interrupts the com- 
munication between the different 

uarters of the city; for this reafon, 
ne colleges of government, eftablifhed 
formerly in Vafliottrof, near the 
Exchange, have been removed tothat 
part. of the city where the caftle 
ftands; and the buildings which they 
fae amr: are converted into ware- 
houfes for the merchants, who have 
not occafion for fo ready a corref- 
pondence with. the court. The fe- 
nate now fits in the ancient palate of 
Beftuchof, near the bridge over the 
Neva. The Englith merchants have 
alfo erected fome, buildings near the 
court, choofing rather, during win- 
ter, to be, at a diftance from the ex- 
change than from the hops; and the 
hobility have now begun to refide 
there, in order that they may be ena- 
bled to go oftener to court in every 
feafon. It, however, cannnot be 
denied, that the other fide, that of 
Vafilioftrof, is much more agreeable. 
Tae view from it is more beautiful 


ad 
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and more extenfive over the Neva, 
and it receives the rays of the rifing 
fun, an expofition much fought for 
in the climate of Peterfburgh. 

The ftreets of Peterfburgh, as in 
all cities that have a low fituation, are 
extremely dirty on the leaft rain, and 
dufty in'time of dry weather, to fuch 
a degree as to be almoft infupportable 
when the high winds blow, which are 
very frequent. On account of the man- 
ner in which the bridges of the ftreets 
are conitructed, they want folidity ; the 
ftones are rudely thrown together, and 
the interftices are filled up with mor- 
tar or bricks, half baked: a heavy 
carriage ganly damages them. What 
would the cafe be were the inhabitants 
obliged to carry in our large carts, 
of which they have no idea, thofe hea- 
vy articles of merchandife that are as 
prefent tranfported by water ?.’ 

The duft is not the only thing by 
which, the eyes are incommoded at 
Peterfburgh: as the ftreets are very 
ftraight, they fuffer much alfo from 
the rays of the fun, refleCled between 
the lofty white houfes,: which, at cer- 
tain times, afford no fhade.. A worfe 
inconvenience arifes in winter from 
the brightnefs of the fnow, and the 
long continuance of the darknefs.. It 
is soning that the police have ne- 
ver thought of watering the ftreets of 
Peterfburgh in fummer, as is ‘done 
in Paris and other great cities. “The 
abundance of the canals would be 
very convenient for this pyrpofe, 
though the extent of the city and the 
fize of the ftreets, would, encreafe the 
labor. - 

The fwampy, nature of the foil 

roduces immenfe {warms of gnats. 
They arenot fo abundant in the city; 
but the neighbourhood is peftered 
with them, though it is-afferted, that 
in proportion as, the buildings in- 
creafe,. they become lefs numerous, 

Another inconyenience to ftran- 
gers, even to thofe who have long 
refided here, is the water. I know 
that the water of the Neva is cele- 
brated through all Europe, as the 
beit and the pureit that.can be found ; 
that the court afe it-every where, and 

Tt2 even 
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even tranfport it with them when 
‘they travel; and that the late Mr. 
Modell, having firft analyzed it, found 
very few particles of foreign bodies 
in it, and fewer minerals than in any 
other water, which may have induced 
the court to give it this preference. 
It is alfo clear and limpid, and has 
no bad tafte; but it does not agree 
with ftrangers, as it affects in a 
manner more or lefs painful the or- 

ns of digeftion, and often caufes 
obftinate diarrhoeas and hemorrhoids, 
diforders which may eafily become 
dangerous in a climate naturally too 
cold. As it hurt me, I cannot fay 
much in its favor. People may ac- 
ctiftom themfelves to it, as to other 
noxious things ; but water really good 
can never hurt ftrangers. The fault 
of it, as late experiments have difco- 
vered, is, that it contains too little 
fixed air. All mineral waters ftrength- 
en by their abounding with fixed air ; 
but the water of the Neva relaxes, 

aufe it is entirely deftitute of it, and 
cannot eafily be impregnated with it 
by thofe procefles which are employed 
to make artificial mineral waters. 

Notwithftanding. thefe inconveni- 
éncés, Peterfburgh is ftill an objet of 
wonder, when we confider, that in 
half acentury, or little more, it has 
rifen from nothing to be one of the 
firft and moft beautiful cities in Eu- 
rope, and to this the prefent Emprefs 
has not a little contributed. It was 
a fingular idea in Peter the Firft, to 
tranfport his refidence and the feat 
wf the empire from the beautiful cli- 
mate of Mofcow, to the Northern 
Frontiers, to a falt marfh, and’ to a 
place fituated in a province recently 
conquered, the pofleffion of which 
was not yet well fecured; but the pre- 
ponderance of Sweden foon ended, by 
the death of Charles XII. and that 
fevolution in the government which 
followed. 


.” ‘The ancient Ruffian nobility could 


not be fond of Peterfburgh, which con- 
fined them to a difmal climate, almoft 
inknown tothem, and fometimes more 
han a thoufand leagues from their 


pofleffions. The greater part of them 
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refide at. Mofcow, and few of them 
have bought eftates in the neighbour- 
hood of Peterfburgh. 'Thofe who have 
obtained lands in the provinces con- 
quered from the Swedes, are the fa- 
vourites, and new nobility. The def- 
potic order of Peter I. by which every 
nobleman who poffeffed five hundred 
peafants was obliged to erect buildings 
on a certain quantity of ground at 
Peterfburgh, and thofe who poffeffed 
a thoufand; to build. on the double, 
was not fufficient to finifh the city.— 
The luxury of late years, and the 
multiplied enterprizes of government, 
by putting large fums in circulation, 
has had more effect than all the ediés 
‘of government. For this reafon, more 
houfes have been built in Peterfburgh, 
in the prefent reign, than from the 
firt foundation of the city, till the 
year 1762. 

The principal caufes of Peter's 
transferring the imperial refidence to 
Peterfburgh, were the hatred he had 
conceived againft Mofcow, on account 
of thofe dangerous oe of the 

ople, which frequently happened 
teks, and his fonsinefs Tor saan 
Ruffia an European power. Having 
in his travels acquired a knowledge of 
the manners and cuftoms of the na- 
tions of Europe, he judged they would 
be very proper to ftrengthen his au- 
thority, confequently preferable to 
thofe of his own fubjects, and he was 
defirous of forming them upon thefe 
models. ‘To thefe caufes we may add, 
the beauty of the Neva, and Peter’s 
extraordinary paffion for the marine, 

He was very defirous of having a 
fleet, and, for this reafon, his pre- 
fence was continually neceflary in the 
neighbourhood of the docks, where 
he had ordered fhips to be conftruéted. 
Peterfburgh, however, confidered as a 
port, and a ftation for a fleet, can 
never become very important. Al- 
though the Neva is a beautiful river, 
itprefents many difficulties for naviga- 
tion. Befides the ifles and rocks of the 
Gulph of Finland, which are extteme- 
ly dangerous, even in fummer, and the 
ice, which covers the river during one 
half of the year, the fhoals and fand. 

banks 
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harks at its mouth, fhut it up entirely 
to large veflels. Thofe which draw 
more than eight feet of water, cannot 

oto Peterfburgh. With regard to 
fhipa of war, as foon as the hulls are 
conftruéted, they muft be carried 
down to Cronftadt, to be rigged and 
finifhed. Revel, Hapfal, and feveral 
other places of Eftonia and Livonia, 
would be much more convenient for 
a feet. 

On the firft view, Peterfburgh exhi- 
bits a grand and noble afpect, which 
generally ftrikesftrangers. Thebreadth 
and ftraightnefs of the ftreets, the 
height and extent of the buildings, 
the beauty of the Neva, and of its 
different channels, form a profpect 
altogether magnificent. According 
to the original plan of Peter I. the 
city was to have been built after the 
Dutch manner. It was intended to 
have a large canal in the middle of 
every ftreet, which would have 
greatly contributed to its beauty, and 
to the convenience of the inhabitants. 
This plan has been long abandoned, 
becaufe the firft canals in Vatilioftrof 
are tqo fmall, and perhaps for the fake 
of faving expence. At prefent, the 
oldeit itreets only have canals, and 
thefe are fo narrow, that they offend 
both the fight and the fmell. They 
are fcarcely a fathom in breadth.— 
They are lined with wood, have no 
flope, and the water in them, which 
is ftagnant and ftinking, is very pre- 
judicial to the health of the inhabi- 
tants.. Thefe canals contribute very 
fittle to the neatnefs of the ftreets, 
for the houfes are built in fuch a 
manner, that the water is not con- 
veyed to them; for this reafon, they 
have been filled up, in feveral places, 
and it is aftonifhing that they have 
not been filled up entirely, fince, in 
their prefent condition, they do more 
hart than fervice. 

At the corner of every ftreet, there 
is a poft, painted green, upon which 
its name is infcribed, in white let- 
ters, both in the Ruffian and German 
hanguages. ‘The characters of the 
Jatter are Roman. On account of 


the regularity and breadth of the 
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ftreets, the courfe of the Neva, the 
churches, and fteeples, ftrangers fel- 
dom lofe their way in Peterfburgh,even 
on their firft arrival. The gilded 
turret of the admiralty, which may 
be feen from all quarters, and com- 
mands the whole city, is always con- 
fpicuous. ‘The ftreets are very indif- 
ferent, but on each fide there is a foot 
pavement, formed of large ftones, 
which is exceedingly convenient for 
foot paflengers, 

Peterfburgh is open on all fides. A 
few years ago, a wall and a ditch were 
begun to be carried round it, fome 
remains of which are ftill to be feen, 
on the road to Peterhof, with a beau. 
tiful gate, conftru€ted with the faitts 
defign. This plan was probably 
formed in order to prevent fmuggling, - 
and, perhaps, alfo to eftablith an ex- 
cife; but this project Has been aban-~ 
doned, and the walls are now falling 
to ruins ‘The city is defended on 
one fide by the caftleof Schluffelbourg, 
and on the other, by that of Kronf- 
chiofs; what is called the citadel, is 
ufed only for firing a few cannon 
on days of public rejoicing, for coin- 
ing money, and confining ftate pri- 
foners. 

The buildings of Peterfburgh are 
large and extenfive. Peter the Great, 
its founder, was defirous of making it 
a magnificent and flourifhing city, 
and his fucceffors have not deviated 
from his plan. ‘The palace of the 
prefent Emprefs is one of the greate‘t 
ornaments of the city, which is in« 
debted to her alfo for the new quay on 
the Neva, a matchlefs work, that will 
immortalize the memory. of the pre- 
fent government, It confilts of a pa- 
rapet of granite, breait high, which, 
in folidity, beauty and extent, fur- 
paffes every thing elfe of the kind. 
Buildings are here continually going 
forward. The magnificent ftables 
near the fhops, the new exchange, the 
hotel of the Academy of Sciences, and 
the great church of Ifaac, of marble, 
near the bridge of the Neva, are not 
yet finithed. rae 

In erecting her new palace, the’ 
Emprefs, by hex example, has: in- 

fpired 
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fpired the inhabitants with a ftrong 
efire for building. Wood, ftones, 
and other materials, are feen arriving 
from all- quarters, and new edifices 
arifing. It cannot be denied, that a 
eat number of thefe edifices are 
Boil with a magnificence ill fuited to 
their deftination. The building con- 
tiguous to my inn refembles a palace. 
It is large, and fumptuous enough for 
2 minifter of ftate; but I was very 
much furprized to fee the windows fe- 
cured by large bars of iron, and to 
obferve, through thefe bars, feveral 
wretched figures, who were receiving 
alms from the paflengers, by means of 
a {mall leather bag fatpended to a cord. 
This I found to be a prifon, and in- 
deed: it is the moit beautiful in the 
-world. . It‘is cruel, no doubt, to con- 
fine poor prifoners in fubterranean 
dungeons; but certainly there is no 
occafion to. give them a palace in one 
of the-nroft beautiful quarters of the 
city. Why fhould prifons and hofpi- 
tals be made objects of luxury, whilit 
thofe who. inhabit them live in mife- 
ry? 
* "The houfes even of private people 
at Peterfburgh are fo large and mag- 
nificent, that it eafily appears go- 
vernment have had a hand in their 
conftruction. They have really caufed 
many to be built, and affifted greatly 
in erecting others ; but, notwithftand- 
ing ali this affiftance, there are a great 
many vacant {pots ftill in reeuy 
as well.as wooden houfes:. Though a 
tafte for building has prevailed only of 
late years, the ‘rent of houfes has rifén 
confiderably, which does not proceed 
fo: much‘ from: an increafe of popula- 
tion, as from an. excefs of luxury ; for 
people who were formerly contented 
with’ one or two apartments, muft 
now have whole houfes ; and to this 
we may add; that crowd of fervants, 
who are multiplied with all the pomp 
of oriental fplendor. oon 
: Befides:'common britk, a kind of 
ite, with. large white or yellow 
pots, is ufedfor beilding; particu- 
larly for the foundations, which mutt 
be fo much! the more folid, as the 
ground:is marfhy **ic'is employed alfo 
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for paving, and for other works where 
ftrength and duration are’ requiréd. 
It is procured in large blocks from 
Finland, the whole coaft of which is 
one rock of it; and as it is eafily 
tranfported to Peterfburgh, it is not 
very expenfive, The banks of the 
Lake of Ladoga abound with differ- 
ent kinds of marble, harder, and of 
wed folidity, than thofe of Italy. 

he new church of Ifaac is conftruct- 
ed of this marble. 

Solidity and duration have not been 
the principal objects confulted in 
building Peterfburgh. The houfes 
{pring up! like mufhrooms, and foon 
crumble to pieces in the fame manner. 
Several have need of repairs beforé 
they are finifed; and, as they are 
not kept in good order, they have a 
ruinous appearance. It was found ne- 
céflary to repair the academy a long 
time before it was in a condition to 
receive the academicians. Its exte- 
rior coat had entirely fallen off in fe- 
veral places. ‘This inconvenience 
arifes from the bad preparation of the 
lime, which in this climate ought to 
be excellent; but, after it is burnt, it 
is brought to Peterfburgh upon the 
Neva, in open boats, where it is ex-’ 
pofed to the air and moifture, both 
when it is put into the boats and ta- 
ken out’ of them, which deftroys its’ 
ftrength, and renders it lefs fit for 
the purpofe of cementing ftones toge-. 
ther. 

Few taxes are paid in Peterfburgh. 
This moderation was neceffary to ac- 
complith the propofed’end, of making” 
it foon’ become a large capital. No- 
thing is required’ on the part’ of go-- 
vernment. Every thing goes for the, 
behoof of thé city, and the police 
expends it, in paying for the quarteg- 
ing of foldiets, fire-men, &c. Every. 
houfe would pay’ in proportion to the, 
number of its apartments and ftoves, 
were there not abufes in laying on and. 
colle&ting the taxes. ‘To remédy this, 
it has been propcfed that each houfe 
fhould pay in propottion to the ground | 
which it occupies ; but thofe whofe in. , 
tereft it isto have the prefent mode con- 


‘tinued, have’ oppofed’ this plam A” 


houfe 
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honfe of any extent pays for the 
quartering of foldiers feventy or eigh- 
ty roubles, and fixty or feventy for the 
police and fire-men, which amount 
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togetherto about one hundred and fifty 
roubles *, ‘The buildings which belong 
to government are exempted from this 
burden, 


BIOGRAPHICAL ANECDOTES or PETER ANICH, an Ynoewi- 
ous GERMAN PEASANT, 


ETER Anich was born at Ober- 

perfuff, a fmall village, three 
leagues diftant from Infpruck, on the 
22d of February, 1723- His father, 
whofe name was Ingenuin Anich, was 
a labourer, and occafionally exercifed 
the profeffion of a turner. Young 
Anich purfued the occupation of a 
labourer and fhepherd till he was 
twenty-five years of age; but inftead 
of employing his vacant hours in vain 
atufements, or diffipation, he was 
generally abforbed in deep thought 
and meditation. He feemed equally 
indifferent to rural enjoyments, and 
to the pleafures of love. The fight 
of thofe beautiful orbs which are 
continually revolying over our heads, 
had fo engaged his attention, that he 
often retired to the fields before the 
dawn of day, and in the evening, af- 
ter the fun had funk below the hori- 
zon, in order to contemplate the dif- 
férent pofitions of the heavenly bo- 
dies, and to examine their refpective 
magnitudes and revolutions. He 
was entirely unacquainted even with 
the elements of letters, for he could 
neither read nor write; but his ob- 
fervations, his refle€tions, and, above 
all, the machines, which by his own 
ingenuity he conftructed, enabled him 
in fome meafure to acquire a tolerable 
knowledge of aftronomy. He ap- 
peared to be greatly aftonifhed, when 
he was informed-that there were learn- 
ed men at the city of Infpruck, well 
acquainted with thofe parts of fcience 
which were the objects of his re- 
fearches ; but when he was told that 
feveral of thefe learned men inftruct- 
ed thofe who were defirous in the 
knowledge of the ftars, he haftened 
10 Infpruck, in order to find fome one 


who might clear up all his doubts. Fa- 


ther Hill, a Jefuit, who was profeffor 
of aftronomy in the univerfity of that 
city, took -him under his care, and 
admitted him into the number of his 
pupils. In this fituation he foon gave 
evident proofs of the brightnefs of 
his genius, and of his great turn for 
mechanical. and mathematical pur- 
{uits. 

Father Hill, in his Aftronomical 
Ephemerides for the year 1767, re- 
lates fome of the moft remarkable cir- 
cumftances in the life of this felf- 
taught aitronomer. ‘The firft time he 
prefented himfelf before the profef- 
for, he afked him if it was he who 
taught people how to obferve the hea- 
vens, and the ftars. The profeffor, 
furprifed at this queition of the pea- 
fant, faid to him, Why do ‘you afk? 
What have you to do with my obfer- 
vations? ‘* Though a labourer and a 
“* fheptierd,” replied Anich, “I have 
«« @oferved the courfe of the ftars as 
“well as you; but without - princi- 
** ples, and without method—for I 
** am very ignorant; and it is in or- 
“¢ der that I may be enabled to make 
** jufter obfervations that L have come 
** hither to fiad you. Inftruét me, I 
“* pray, for 1 am very defirous to be 
** acquainted with the motion of ‘the 
“* ftars, and to know what eanfe di- 
*¢ reéts their courfe.” 

Father Hill, aftonifhed at the ar- 
dor which this young man teftified, 
examined him with more attention ; 
he afked him feveral queftions, his an 
f{wers to which difplayed a wonderful 
fagacity, an uncommon juftnefs of 
reafoning, and a moft retentive me- 
mory. From that time the profeffor 
reckoned him among the number of 
his fcholars, and, forefeeing what fer- 
vice aftronomy might one day reap 
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from fach 2 pupil, he advifed him to 
begin, by acquiring fome theoretical 
knowledge, before he attempted to 
make any obfervations. Anich, op- 
preiied by poverty, and almoft in a 
ftate of indigence, had many obfta- 
cles to furmount; but what cannot a 
man do, who is fired with the ardor 
of enthufiafm, and whofe mind is 
bent upon a favorite purfuit? In a 
fhort time he learned to read, and on 
Sundays, and holidays, he went re- 
galarly to Infprack, to be inftruéted 
in the principles of practical geome- 
try, and of mechanics. Father Hill, 
in proportion as his new pupil made 
a progrefs in thefe branches of {ci- 
ence, fhewed him various mathemati- 
cal inftruments neceffary for ftudents ; 
all of which Anich examined with the 
ateft nicety and attention, and con- 
ructed others of the fame kind, but 
more perfec and exact. The profef- 
for aked him to make a globe for the 
afe of the academy of Infpruck. As 
the conftraétion of this globe pre- 
fented a npmber of difficulties, it was 
much doubted whether Anich, not- 
withitanding all the proofs which he 
had given of his tatents, would be able 
to fucceed ; but fome time after, in 
the year 1756, he appeared at the 
academy of-Infpruck with his globe 
in his hand. To fay only that feve- 
ral mathematicians and aftronomers 
beftowed the higheft praifes on this 
ingenious mechanic, would not be do- 
ing him juftice ; his globe was found 
to be fo accurate and perfeét, that it 
was thought worthy of a place in the 
cabinet of the Emprefs-Queen, Fa- 
ther Weinhard wrote to Father Hill, 
that it was the moft beautiful and the 
completeft machine he had ever be- 
held. Anich had traced out all the 
ftars upon it by means of points, and, 
without any other affiftance than what 
he derived from his memory, had 
affigned to each ftar its proper place: 
the points which reprefented the ftars 
were formed of fall poltthed bits of 
, fieel, fo that this globe exhibited even 
their fparkling brightnefs. 
Our readers would have but a very 
imperfect idea of Anich’s mechanical 
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abilities, did we not inform them, 
that among the additions which he 
made to his celeftial globe, he fitted 
a kind of watch to the horizon, and: 
eight {mall wheels, which being con- 
nested with the dial plate, pointed out, 
by means of three needles, the diver- 
fity of the motion of the fun, moon, 
and fixed ftars. 

One day when Anich was marking 
the fign cancer upon a fphere, he 
placed the concave part of the tail of 
the crab uppermoft, and being afked 
who had taught him to delineate a crab 
in that manner, he replied , nobody; but 
I thought, added he, that I muft place 
it in that fituation. Such was the 
fagacity of this fingular man, that he 
underftood, by a kind of divination, 
if we may be allowed the expreffion, 
what was neceflary to be done, al- 
though he had never learned it, 

Anich having fucceeded fo well in 
the conftruction of a celeftial globe, 
was defired to andertake that of a ter- 
reftrial. But in this Anich found a 
very great obftacle; he could fcarcely 
write ; he formed his letters fo badly, 
that he had great difficulty himfelf in 
reading what he had written. But 
what difficulty could he not furmount ? 
He applied himfelf clofely to writing, 
and, at the end of a few months, he 
wrote as well as the ableft mafters. 
His terreftrial globe was finifhed in 
April, 1759. "This admirable and ac- 
curate piece of rr of the 
fame fize as his celeftial globe, that is 
tofay, about three feet in diameter. 
They are both made of a remarkably 
hard kind of wood, and very ingeni- 
oufly formed, although Anich em, 
ployed only, for that purpofe, acom- 
mon lathe. Thefe fpheres preferve 
their equilibrium with fo much exaét- 
nefs, that in whatever manner they 
may be placed, they remain fufpended, 
and at reft; but they move with fo 
much facility, that the motion of a 
watch is fufficient to make them re. 
volve, nor is the going of the watch in 
the leaft interrupted. 

Anich was better acquainted with 
geometry than with aftronomy, and 
Father Hill, his inftruétor and friend, 

made 























gnade choice of him toconftruétand de: 
lineate a general chart of Tyrol *. Mr. 
de Spare bad already tketched out the 
fouthern part, which Anich finifhed,and 
addéd the uppér, or northérh part toit. 
This painful and laborious tafk he ex- 
ecuted in the moft rigotous feafon of 
the year, during the months of No- 
vember and December. 

Government were fo well fatisfied 
with this performance, that Anich 
was commiffioned to make out a new 
geo aphical chart of all Tyrol. This 

e did with fo much correétnefs, that 
when he prefented his chart, which 
was four feet and a half in height, and 
feven feet in breadth, it exhibited 
not ohly the rivers, mountains, forefts, 
cities, and villages of Tyrol, but even 
every farm, and the fmalleft inequa- 
lity of the ground. He had before 
attempted to delineate a map of the 
feat of the war between the Emprefs 
Queen and the king of Pruffia, but in 
fuch a manner as to diftinguifh all 
thofe places conquered by thefe powers, 
and by their allies. This map was 
only five feet in length, and about 
three in breadth, yet there was not the 
{malleft fpot, in all that extent of ter- 
ritory, which was not marked with 
the greateft accuracy. It may well 
be mae that he did not purchafe 
the inftruments which he employed in 
this work ; for where could he have 
found others equally exaé as thofe 
which he conftruéted himfelf? There 
is not perhaps a mathematical or geo- 
metrical inftrument which he did not 
conftru&t, and in which he did not 
make confiderable improvements. 

Anich, with all his t talents, 
had fo much modetty, that he would 
never quit his ruftic drefs, nor the 
cottage in which he wasborn. There 

he was often feen, furrounded by the 
inftruments which he ufed in his firft 
occupation, ftudying, tracing out 
charts, and conftructing globes and 
machines, which will always excite 
the admiration of geographers and 
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thathematicians. But his multiplied 
labours greatly tended to fhorten his 
days. ‘The continual exertion of his 
mind exhaufted his body ; or, accord- 
ing to the expreflion of a modern poet, 
the blade wore out the fcabbard.— 

During the laft years of his life, he 
dragged out his exiftence amidft the 
Jangaors of old age, and all the in- 
firmitiés of an univerfal decay of na- 
ture; he became fo dull and inastive, 
that he could with difficulty walk.— 
One day, in the fummer f- the year 
1766, when faint with heat, he went 
to bathe ina neighbouring river, and 
having remained five hours in the wa- 
ter, he was feized with a bilious fever, 
which ended in a general dropfy, that 
encreafed for feveral, months. No 
hopes were entertained of his recovery, 
when, contrary to general expectation, 
the {welling decreafed, and the dropfy 
fuddenly difappeared. Anich’s fete 
care after he got better, was to re- 
pair to the church of his village, and 
return thanks to the beneficent Deity ; 
but on his return, when he was about 
to enter his own houfe, he was at- 
tacked by a violent head ache, which 
was followed by a total lofs of fight, 
and he died the following morning, 
at the age of forty-three. His de 
happened in the year 1766. 

The Emprefs Queen greatly regretted 
the lofs of fo induftrious and ingeni- 
ous a fubje&t. This princefs intended 
to give him a penfion for life, of two 
hundred florins; for, notwithftand- 
ing his great labours, all Anich’s 
wealth confifted in a great ftock of 
learning, together with abundance of 
modefty, a virtue which feldom con- 
dus to fortune. His fifter, however, 
obtained from theliberality of the Em- 
prefs, a part of the penfion deftined 
for her brother. Anich was interred 
in the church agen On to the village 
of Oberperfuff, which is now be- 
come celebrated for having been the 
birth - place of this extraordinary 
man. ‘ 


of Germany, and part of the hereditary ftates of the Houfe of Auftria. 


the South by the Venetian territories. on 
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A REMARKABLE INSTANCE or CREDULITY 1s LOUIS XIV, 
anp. CARDINAL RICHELIEU. 


OEL PIGARD, furnamed 
DUBOIS, was a native of Co- 
lommiers, in Brie, and the fon of a 
furgeon. Having learned a little La- 
tin in his youth, he began to ftudy 
phyfic, in order to follow the pro- 
feffion of his father; but as he was 
naturally of a fickle difpofition, he 
foon -became tired of that employ- 
ment, and entered into. the fervice 
of a man of quality, named Dufay, 
who carried him to the Levant, where 
he travelled for the {pace of four years. 
Dubois foon gave evident figns oP the 
verfatility of his genius, by the de- 
fire which -he -fhewed of being ac- 
rte with’ the occult fciences, 
uch as chiromancy, magic, aftrolo- 
y, and alchemy. When he returned 
rom his travels, he took up his re- 
fidence at~ Paris, and endeavoured to 
form an acquaintance with thofe who 
pretended to be adepts in the herme- 
tical philofophy,. Having pafled fix 
years in fuch company, and in de- 
bauchery, he began to be touched 
with remorfe, and in a fit of devo- 
tion, or, perhaps, having no longer 
any thing wherewith to fubfift, he 
entered among the Capuchins of the 
ftreet of St. Honore ; but at the end 
of eight months, becoming difgutt- 
ed with this new kind of life, he laid 
afide the frock,:and made his efcape, 
by getting over the walls of the Tuil- 
leries: As he had not syet openly 
made profeflién, little notice was ta- 
ken of hisflight. Three years after, 
his. reftlefs difpofition brought him 


back “into-the feraphic order; and 


when the time of his noviciate was 
expired, -he pronounced the vows, 
was admitted into holy orders; ‘and 
even to the priefthood, and aflumed 
the name of Father Simon. Having 
retained his former manners, toge- 
ther with the companions of his plea- 
fures, his turn for diffipation was re- 
newed ; he, therefore, ‘quitted “the 
habit of a Capuchin, and fet out en 


a journey into Germany. Here he 
embraced the Lutheran religion, and 
gave himfelf up entirely to the ftudy 
of alchemy : he did not, however, 
acqilire the art of making gold, but 
he learned the fecret of impofing up- 
on the ignorant, by pretening to be 
able to difcover the philofopher’s 
ftone. With this excellent fecret, he 
returned to Paris, where he expected 
to find plenty of dupes; and as he 
thought that the Capuchins would 
not give themfelves any farther trou- 
ble concerning him, after an abfence 
of feven or eight years, he abjured 
his apoftacy, and married at St. Sul- 
pice, a woman named Sufannah Le 
Clerc. 

Dubois, by his artifice and effron- 
tery, found means to get intimately 
acquainted with feveral people of quar 
lity ; and, among others, with the 
Abbé Blondeau, uncle of Madame 
de Chavigny.. The. Abbé, who was 
a weak and credulous man, confi- 
dered: Dubois as a wonderful cha- 
racter, poflefied of the moft curious 
fecrets, and particularly of that of mak- 
ing gold with the greateft facility. 
The Abbé made him acquainted with 
the famous Father Jofeph, from whom 
he obtained a promife that no notice 
would be taken of his paft life. The 
good Capuchin granted every thing 
required of him, in hopes of procur- 
ing to his protector Cardinal Riche- 
lieu, an adept who would augment 
the grandeur of his Eminence and 


-the riches of France, and furnifh the 


means of eafing the people, and of 
defraying all the expences of a ruinous 
war carried on again{t the enemies of 
the King. His Eminence was foon 
informed of this happy adventure ; 


‘and as Father -Jofeph had full afcen- 


dahcy over him, he did not enter- 
tain the fmalleft doubt of the truth of 
what had been told him. It wasat 
length agreed, that this maker of 


gold Mould give an May of his art tn 
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prefence of the King, the Queen, the 
ardinal, Father Jofeph, the Abbé 
Blondeau, feveral fuperintendants, and 
of others who were highly interefted 
in the fuccefs of this great work. A 
day being fixed upon, Dubois repair- 
éd to the Louvre, carrying with him 
acrucible and other apparatus necef- 
fary for making the experiment. A 
fire was lighted up, and his v@ffels 
were plaaek, in order ; but, toavoid 2! 
fufpicion of deception, he admitted, 
as his affiftant in the work, an officer 
of the body guards, named Saint 
Amour, whom the King himfelf had 
chofen for that purpofe. When eve- 
ry thing was ready, Dubois afked, 
with a loud voice, if his majefty 
would be pleafed to order one of the 
foldiers to bring him ten or twelve 
gun bullets, that he might convert 
them into gold, which was done in 
the moft formal manner, and with 
all the folemnity of myftery. When 
the lead was put into the crucible, it 
was expofed to that degree of heat 
which was requifite to produce the 
defired effet; and Dubois, at the 
fame time, took care to thew the fpec- 
tators that he threw upon the bullets 
about a grain of what he called his 
opr of projection, After which 

e covered the lead in the crucible 
with afhes, being very neceflary, as 
he pretended, to forward the pro- 
cefs; butin reality the better to con-. 
ceal his manceuvres. When it was 
time to thew the refult of this grail 
operation, Dubois, under pretence 
of arranging the crucible, dextroufly, 
and without any one’s perceiving it, 
as he afterwards confefled, flipped a 
certain quantity of gold under the 
afhes. Being then well affured, 
that he had obtained-gold, he begged 


‘the King to remove the afhes with a 


pair of bellows, or to order any one 
elfe to do it. The King was. unwil- 
ling to entruft this office to any one, 
and as he blew with great violence, 
through impatience to difcover this 
fpecimen of the great riches which 
were promifed ic, the curious 
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fpeGtators, who were all attention, 
were covered with the afhes, which 
flew about the room; nor did the 
Queen efcape without receiving her 
fhare of them. At length, when 
the golden ingot appeared, it excited 
a fhout of joy in the whole affembly, 
and ¢aufed fo agreeable a furprife, 
that his Majefty and his Eminence em- 
braced Dubois, and beftowed upon 
him every mark of favor, fatisfacucn, 
and gratitude. The King, ‘in the en- 
thafiafm of his joy, declared him no- 
ble, and knighted him upon the fpot. 
He, at the fame time, conferred -up- 
on him the office of prefident of the 
treafuries of France, of the new: crea- 
tion, at Montpelier, and’ gave him 
permiffion to hunt wherever he chofe 
throughout alt the royal domains. 
The Cardinal faid, that his Majefty 
ought to abolifh alf the tolls, taxes, 
impofts, and fubfidies, which were 
burthenfome to the people, and re- 
tain only for himfelf fome rights, to- 
gether with the crown lands, as marks 
of his fovereignty and fupreme power, 
and he announced the revival of the 
golden age, and the fuperiority of 
‘rance over all the nations of Europe. 
A Cardinal’s hat was again promifed 
to Father Jofeph ; the Abbe Blandeau 
was named counfellor of flate, and 
the fame. day had his letters patent, 
with a promife of the firft vacant 
bifhoprick. Saint Amour received 
eight thoufand livres* for having af- 
fifted at this noble experiment; in 
fhort, the whole court were ravifhed 
with the difcovery, and appeared to 
be intoxicated with joy. Dubois 
made a new experiment, and em- 
ployed the fame dexterity to preferve 
the enthufiafm of the fpectators. The 
King himfelf took the crucible from 
the fire, with a pair of tongs, and 
the fight of a fecond ingot redoubled 
his pleafure, though. it was lefs than 
the firft, which weighed nine ounces, 
the weight of the other being only 
four. A goldfmith was immediately 
fent for, who, after having aflayed 
the two fpecimens, found that they 


a. * Above three hundred pounds fterling. 
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were nothing elfe but piftoles, that is 
to fay, gold twenty-two carrats fine. 
Dubois fearing that this fimilarity in 
the finenefs of his gold to that of mo- 

ney might create fome fufpicion, took 

the earlieft opportunity of declaring, 

that he made gojd of this ftandard as 

f{pecimens, but that, when he fhould 

begin to make it in large quantities, 

it wou]d be pure, and twenty-four 

carrats fine. This reafon fatisfied the 

aflembly, who took pleafure in their 

illufion, but it appeared very fufpici- 

ous to the goldfmith, 

After the experiments were made, 
and when nothing more feemed want- 
ipg, the Cardinal took Dubois afide, 
and difcourfed with him concerning 
the quantity of gold which it would be 
neceffary forhimtofurnifh ; he inform- 
ed him that the King would have oc- 
cafion for 600,000 * livres regularly 
every week ; and this impoftor had the 
effrontery to — that fum, pro- 
vided he would allow him ten days, to 
give, as he faid, the laft degree of 

rength to the nine ounces of the 

wder of multiplication which he 
fod, and which by accident had be- 
come crude, adding, that he intended 
to bring it to the higheft perfection, 
and to make pure gold. ‘The Cardi- 
nal replied, that he would not onl 
allow him ten, but twenty days, if 
he fhould find them neceflary. Du- 
bois, inftead of applying to labor, 
which he knew would be in vain, em- 
ployed his time in the pleafures of the 
chace, and in the joys of the table; 
he affembled all the adepts with whom 
he was acquainted, regaled them in 
the moft magnificent manner, and en- 
tertained them with an account of 
his fuccefs, and of his fublime {ci- 
ence. He was now every where look- 
ed upon as an extraordinary man, and 
in fome meafure as a deity, The 
time however was elapfing, and no 

reparation was made : the Cardinal 
font Father fofeph to folicit the maker 
of gold ‘to begin his opérations ; he 
requefted fome days longer, but he 
¢mployed them to little better purpofe ; 


* About twenty-five thoufand pounds fterling. * 


while the King was very impatient to 
fee the golden mountains which Du- 
bois hat promifed him, As they did 
not appear, both the King and the Car- 
dina] began to fufpeét that they had 
been duped, which indeed was the 
cafe. Orders were given to watch 
Dubois, and to prevent him from ab- 
fcondjng, as he intended, and hig 
Eminence fent people, in one of his 
own carriages, to fearch for him. 
When he arrived at Ruel, the Cardi- 
na] would not fee him; but caufed 
hin to be confined, in order that he 
might apply to his work. Dubois 
made, or pretended to make, feveral 
attempts, without producing any thing. 
He was then tranfported to the caftle 
of Vincennes, where, after many 
trials, ftill in vain, it at length clearly 
appeared that he was an impoftor, and 
Mr. Fermas condu€ted him ina coach 
to the Baftile. The Cardinal could 
not forgive him, for wih impofed 
upon him in fo folemn and public a 
manner : commiffioners were appoint- 
ed to try him; and his Eminence with- 
ing that it iy appear he had been 
deceived by fome fupernatural art, 
ordered them to infift’ principally on 
the crime of magic, of which Dubois 
was now accufed. Before they pro- 
ceeded to the trial, Mr. Fermas, who 
was at the head of the commiffion, 
endeavoured to make himfelf acquaint- 
ed with the nature of alchemy; he 
perufed feveral treatifes upon that 
foolifh fcience, after which he inter- 
rogated Dubois, firft refpecting the 
terms of the hermetical art and ma- 

ic, and afterwards concerning the 

ling of money, which was indeed 
all the art poffefled by this wretched 
impoftor, though he would not ac; 
knowledge it. After a trial, which 
lafted ten or twelve days, he was con- 
demned to the rack, in order that he 
might be compelled to difclofe the 
truth, and to confefs that he intended 
to deceive the king and the cardinal. 
Dubois, however, had the impudence 
to maintain that he was not guilty of 
fuch a defign; and, to juftify him- 
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felf, he declared he was ready to re- 
peat his experiments, and to make 
old. Upon this he was taken from 
fee rack, and as people are generally 
very credulous in things which they 
ardently defire, every neceflary was 
ordered to be got ready for him next 
morning, that he might begin his la- 
bor. Two of the moft fkilful gold- 
{miths of Paris were however invited 
to be prefent, and to watch all his 
motions. Dubois lighted up his fire 
in his ufual manner, and people, ap- 
inted for the purpofe, executed 
with the greateft punctuality whatever 
he commanded. He himfelf touched 
very few things ; however as he was nar- 
rowly watched by the two goldfmiths, 
and as he befides wanted fome golden 
wder, which, he faid, he could not 
rocure in prifon, he lengthened out 
Fis experiments till the clofe of the 
day ; but he at laft abandoned them, 
faying, he was not free to reveal his 
fecret, and that he would not teach it 
to people whom he did not know. 
When he faw that the rack was to be 
again applied, he promifed to make a 
full confeffion of all his deceptions, 
which he did, and difcovered the 
means he had employed to deceive the 
king, the cardinal, and his minifters. 
After he had made this confeffion, he 
was interrogated with refpect to magic, 
the truth of which, people even at 
that time were foolifh enough to be- 
lieve. It is pretended, that he him- 
felf was convinced of it, and that he 
could not help acknowledging it. 
The queftions put to him were found- 
ed upon an accident which happened 
during the night to one of the cardi- 
nal’s guards, when this impoftor was 
detained at Ruel. It is related, that 
this guard complained of being fe- 
verely beaten, about two o'clock in 
the morning, without being able to 
fee, or to touch the perfon who ftruck 
him; and a report was f{pread abroad 
that it was the devil, whom Dubois 
had let loofe, to revenge himfelf for 
the bad treatment he had met with. 
This fact, with feveral others, is men- 
tioned in the procefs, as proofs of his 


practifing forcery, Mr, Fermas in. 


terrogating him with refpeé to this 
magic, which he denied but feebly, 
afked him, why the devils, who were 
his friends, or under his command, 
did not refcue him fro prifon, or 
teach him the valuable fecret of mak- 
ing gold, of which he had boatted 
fo much, as thefe were the greateft 
fervices they could’have rendered him 
in the fituation in which he then was. 
To thefe queftions, which were in- 
deed etwehporahle. he made no re- 
ply. After this fecond accufation, 
the commiffioners proceeded toa third, 
much more juft, which was his de- 
bafing and filing the current coin. To 
fupport this charge, there were found 
at Dubois’ apartments feveral inftru- 
ments, and pieces of filed money. 
The powder, which he procured in 
this manner, was the bait he employ- 
ed to impofe on the weak. and credu- 
lous ; for, with the value of eight or 
ten piftoles, of which he made finall 
ingots, and by ufing them in his ex- 
periments, and fhewing them as fpe- 
cimens of what he could do, he drew 
large fums from thofe who were filly 
enough to fuffer themfelves to be: de- 
ceived. The Abbé Blondeau, who 
was his confidant, and at the fame 
time his dupe, had advanced him eizht 
thonfand francs, before he introduced 
him to Father Jofeph. 

Dubois had written a finall book, 
which, he faid, contained his fecret 
for making gold; and he fold this 
work, in manufcript, for more or 
lefs, according as he found interefted 
and credulous purchafers ; there were 
even fome of his difciples, people of 
good charaéter, who fold it for his be- 
hoof. Mr. De la Jaille, mafter of the 
accompts of Nantz, is mentioned a- 
mong others, 

In fort, this impoftor, being con- 
victed of feveral crimes deferving 
death, was condemned to be hung. 
He, however, {till maintained that he 
had made gold, and that the dread of 
the rack only had made him acknow- 
ledge the contrary. No attention 
was paid to this aflertion; and as he 
was going to the place of punifhment, 
his eonfeffor, who was a Carmelite, 
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prevailed orf him to eprat ey 2 his: 


crimes; upon which he was condudied 


to the houfe of a notary, whiere he- 


declared and certified, as he was about 
to be Jaunched into eternity, and to 
sender.an account of his a¢tions to 
the Sepreme Being, that- he had de- 
‘cerved the king, the queen, and the 
gardinal, by premeditated defign; that 
he implored their pardon; that all he 
had done was mere impotture, that he 
had neverknown Or feen any perfon who 
could make gold, except by decep- 
’ gion ;_ but that even this art had ena- 
‘bled him to live very comfortably, 
which it was eafy for him to do, as 
the world abounded with credulous 
opie. In prefence of Mr. Fermas 

e figned a decjaration, by which he 
acquitted Saint Amour, whom he had 
zecofed by his anfwers on his trial ; 
after which he was again-put into the 
cart, and drawn to the place of exe- 
eution, where he foffered the punith- 
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ment infligied by the law, with-cou- 
rage and refignaticn, on the 25th of 
June, 1637. 

Hiftory makes mention of three 
impoftors of this kind, who at- 
tempted to deceive fome of the kings 
of France, by pretending to be ac- 
quainted with the art of making gold. 

The firft was one named John Gaul- 
tier, Baron of Plumeroles, who de- 
ceived Charles IX. and borrowed from 
him 120,000 livres, after having 
worked only eight days; but two 
months after he was taken, and hang- 
ed. The fecond was called Guy de 
Crufembourg, to whom, about the 
year 1615, twenty thoufand crowns 
were given by an arret of council, in 
order that he might commence his 
operations in the Baftile; but after being 
there about three weeks he found means 
to efcape, and was never again heard 
of ; od the third was Dubois, whofe 


tragicak hiftory we have here related, 


OBSERVATIONS on rue CAUSE or trHz AURORA BOREALHIS.* 


HE defire we have of being ac- 
quainted with the caufes of 

thofe wonderful phenomena which na- 
tere every where difplays to our fight, 
becomes flrong in proportion to their 
brilliancy ; and certainly there is none 
which, ‘in this refpect, can be com- 
red with the Aurora Borealis, the 
fplendor and magnificence of which, 
are beyond all expreffion, Philofo- 
les at firlt imagined, that exhala- 
tions, rifing from the earth into the at- 
mofphere, and there experiencing a 
’ kind of fermentation, produced that 
jight, and thofe luminous rays, which 
fofmy the Aurora Borealis. But ter- 
reftrial exhalations rife only a few 
* miles ffom the furface of the earth, 
and can never reach that immenfe 
height which is generally the feat of 
the Aurora Borealis; this feems to 
‘pe fufficiently proved by obfervations 
-made wpon the fame phenomenon, in 
places very remote from. each other, 


and by its parallax. Some.eminent 
geoMerricians have concluded, from 
trigonometrical calculations, made 
with the greateft exaétnefs, that the 
height of this phenomenon is fome- 
times two, and even three hundred 
leagues. “Father Bofcovichi, a cele- 
brated mathematician, has determined 
the height of the Aurora Borealis, 
obferved at Padua, on the 16th of 
December, 1737, by the Marquis of 
Poleni, to have been two hundred and 
feyenty-five leagues, 

To account for this extraordinary 
phenomenon, fome philofophers have 
had récourfe to the ice and {now found 
near the poles, which refleét the fun’s 
rays towards the higher parts of the 
atmosphere. But whence proceed 
thofe fiery pillars and thofe ftreams of 
light which conftitute the Aurora Bo- 
realis? Mr, Halley attributed the 
formation of the Aurora Borealis to 
the magnetic effluvia, which ifluing 


* Tranflated from the Abbe Bertholon’s Treatife on the Eleétricity of Meteors, 
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from both the poles of the earth, cir- 
culate around it. But how can we 
reconcile this hypothefis with thofe 
brilliant columns and ftreams of fire ? 
The magnetic fluid has never become 
luminous around a loadftone, heated 
to ignition upon burning coals. Ac- 
eoithin to Mr. Mairan, the Aurora 
Borealis is caufed by the folar atmof- 
phere, which fometimes approaches 
very near to the terrettrial ; but this 
extravagant idea is fupported only by 
very precarious ge ples, and has'been 
enerally abandoned. ‘The celebrated 
Euler thinks, that the Aurora Borealis 
is no lefs than feveral thoufands 
of miles diftant from the earth, and 
that it is the effeét of the impulfion of 
the folar rays upon the moft fubtle 
particles of our atmofphere. This 
opinion is liable to many difficulties. 

It appears to me, that it was re- 
ferved for elettricity to unveil this 
phenomenon, which, in fome meafure, 
may be called a myftery of nature.— 
Philofophers, however, have been hi- 
therto contented with faying, in a 
vague and general manner, that the 
Aurora Borealis is caufed by the elec- 
tric fluid, and no author has attempted 
to give an explanation of all its phe- 
nomena. Elettricity, therefore, is 
only a term of expreffion ; but it is 
not in this manner that we ought to 
treat of the fciences. In order that I 
may proceed with more certainty in 
the prefent difcuffion, I think it ne- 
ceflary to eftablifh incontrovertible 
principles, which may ferve as a bafis 
to what I am going to advance. 

Firft, Eleétricity, which reigns 
throughout all nature, is found to be 
ftronger, and more abundant, the 
higher we go. This affertion is 
proved -by conduStors, elevated to re- 
ceive the atmofpherical elettricity.— 
The force of the fparks drawn from 
them, isin proportion to their height. 
Eleétric kites, which produce fparks 
and flafhes of fire, encreafing in fize 
according to their elevation, may 
fully convince us of the truth of this 
principle. I fhall here mention only 
the experiments made with eleétric 
kites, by Romas, Franklin, Brydone, 
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and feveral others, which may be 
found in their works. 

Secondly, .The rarefattion of the 
air is in proportion to its height. 
No one can doubt the truth of this 
propofition ; the difficulty people find 
in breathing on the tops of high 
mountains, and the falling of che 
mercury in the barometer, are in- 
conteftible proofs of it, 

Thirdly, ‘The rarer the air is, the 
more electricity fhews itfelf, under 
the form of a phofphoriclight. Ex- 
perience ftrongly teftifies in favor of 
this truth. Ina flak, exhautted of 
air, by means of an air pump, or ia 
tubes deprived of air, when applied 
to the conductor of an electrical ma- 
chine, we may fee whitifh flames and 
ftreams of light, agitated by different 
motions, the fyccetfive appearance and 
difappearance of which, render. them 
much more brilliant, and’give -them 
a perfect refemblance to an Aurora 
Borealis. But the vacuum caufed by 
an air pump, isnot a perfect vacuum; 
it contains air’ highly rarified, .and 
the degrees of the rarefaction follow a 
certain ‘progreflion, with regard to the 
fize of the receiver. and the body of 
the pump, which proves, that the vae 
cuum is not abfolute, but relative. 

Fourthly, The electric fluid natu- 
rally tends from places where it is 
moit abundant, to others where it is. 
lefs fo; this is a principle of hydro- 
ftatics, which cannot be doubted, and 
daily experience befides confirms it. 
A body pofitively eleétrified, shares 
its excefs of electricity with one that 
is electrified negatively, or even. with 
one which has only its natural elec- 
tricity ; and the more denfity a body 
negatively ele¢trified has, the greater 
is the reciprocal attraction,. or the 
tendency of the electric fluid towards 
it. It is thus that fparks, or flathes, 
are drawn from a conductor, ata 
greater or lefs diftance, by prefenting 
to it bodies of more or ieis denfity. 

Fifthly, ‘The electric fluid, in its 
different degrees, appears white, red, 
yellow, &c. By charging the magical 
{yuare more or lefs, and difcharging 
it in thefe different circumftances, 
with 
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with the difcharging rod, this variety 
of colors may be obferved, and confe- 
quently thefe different degrees of 
denfity. 

Sixthly, All fire and flame feen 
through vapors and exhalations, a 
ar red, and efpecially phofphoric 

Fight. This truth requires no proofs ; 
daily experience demonftrates it. But 
in order to be convinced that the dif- 
fufe light which appears by ftreams 
in a flak, freed from air, experiences 
the fame modifications, I muft ob- 
ferve, that whilft the eleétrical ma- 
chine was putting my ele¢trical phof- 

horus in motion, I have feen it, in 
everal places, of a red color, when i 
looked at it through vapors and exha- 
lations, which I raifed on purpofe.— 
It is an effet of refraction, which de- 
compofes the rays of light, according 
to the doétrine of Newton. If we 
caft our eyes, at certain times, upon 
the weftern clouds, when the fun be- 
ins to difappear, we fhall often find 
a tinged with a bright red, not- 
withftanding the light of the day.— 
This isan obfervation I have often 
made. The rays of the fun, in this 
cafe, are either reflected or refracted 
by the clouds. 

Seventhly, The ele&ric matter, 
which is very abundant in the upper 
regions, tends rather to the poles than 
to the equator, on account of the cen- 
trifugal force, which is lefs towards 
the poles—a neceflary confequence of 
the rotation of the earth round its 
own axis.* 

Eighthly, The eleétric fluid never 
fhews itfelf in greater abundance, or 
with more force, than during frofty 
weather, in the northern regions, and 
in places where the moft fevere cold 
prevails, ‘This propofition is proved 
by the obfervations of the Abbe 
Chappe, at Tobolfk, and in other 

rts of Siberia, where he has feen 
thunder and lightning much more fre- 
quent than in any other country ; by 
electrical obfervations, made in every 

_part of Europe, from which it refults, 
that eleétricity has more power and 


Obfervations on the Aurora Borealis. 





energy in winter than in fummer, and 
during cold,than during warm weather; 
and by theexperiments of Mr. Achard, 
of the academy of Berlin, from which 
we may conclude, that icé or water, 
in a ftate of congelation, is very elec- 
tric, at a confiderable degree of cold, 
at twenty-feven degrees even below 
Zero. On this account, therefore, 
he made many ele¢trical experiments, 
with globes and plates of ice.— 
Thefe are new faéts with which we 
have been but lately made acquainted, 
and which confirm this principle in 
a very ftriking manner. 

The more one rifes, or is removed 
from the furface of the earth, the 
greater cold one feels; for this reafon 
the fummits of very high mountains 
are always coal with fnow. At 
the height of about two thoufand three 
hundred toifes above the level of the 
fea, there is no plant whatever to 
be feen ; at the elevation of two thou- 
fand four hundred and thirty-four 
toifes only, the {now is perpetual, and 
never melts at any time of the year, 
even under the equator, as has been 
obferved by Godin, Bouguer and Con- 
damine, French academicians, fent by 
order of the king, in 1735, to mea- 
fure a degree of the equator. ‘This 
zone, or belt of fnow, forms, there- 
fore, a level line with regard to thofe 
places where it does not melt; and 
the fummit of Chimboraco, one of 
the Cordilleras, the height of which, 
according to geometrical meafurement, 
is three thoufand two hundred and 
twenty toifes, is inacceffible, on ac- 
count of the great cold which prevails 
in that part of the atmofphere which 
covers it, though in the torrid zone, 
and almoft under the line. This cold, 
which is experienced on Pitchincha, 
Cotopaxi, Chimboraco, and the reft 
of the Cordilleras, the elevation of 
which furpaffes that of any other 
mountains in the world, is fo excef- 
fively fevere, that animals cannot pof- 
fibly withftand it; and bodies are fo 
frozen and hardened by it, that they 
never become corrupted. According 


* Sce the beautiful theorems of Hayghens aad Newton on this fubje@. 
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to thé account of Zarata,* when Don 
Diego d’Almagro was going to difco- 
ver Chili, feveral of his foldiers pe- 
rifhed with cold in thefe miountains. 
Returning the fame way, fivé months 
after, in the middle of fummer, he 
found their bodies upright, leaning 
= the rocks, and all as freth as if 
they had been dead only a few mo- 
ments. Some of them were on foot, 
and even holding the bridles of their 
horfes, the flefh of which ferved as 
food to Almagro and his compa- 
nions. 

The eleétric fluid,. by the firft, fe- 
cond, and third principle being more 
abundant, and having greater force in 
the high regions of the atmofphere, 
which extends, according to the cal- 
culations of Mairan, Euler, and Bof- 
covichi, to at leaft two or three hun- 
dred leagues, muft tend towards its 
lower regions, by the fourth and firft 
principle, and towards the pole rather 
than the equator, by the feventh and 
pe ms But, by the third, it will fhew 
itfelf in its paffage, under the form of 
a pale light, diffufe and phofphoric, 
and like that of the ftreams and rays 
which are feen in an exhaufted flafk, 
when applied to the conduétor of an 
ele€trical machine. This light will 
appear white, or red, according to 
the different degrees of the denfity of 
the eleétric auid, by the fifth princi- 
ple, and its color will ftill be vatioufly 
modified, by the vapors and exhala- 
tions difperfed throughout different 
parts of the atmofphere, agreeably to 
the fixth principle. Here, therefore, 
we fee every thing effential in this 
phenomenon, the explanation of which 
will not appear fatisfaCtory but to 
thofe who keep in view the principles 
} have mentioned, and which are 
demonftrated by experience and ob- 
fervation. 

An Aurora Borealis, without mo- 
tion, is caufed by the diffufion of the 
electric light, which is brilliant of it- 
felf, and which enlightens the neigh- 
pegs regions alfo by its fplendor. 

Aurora Borealis, or eleétriclight, 
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will appear whenever thofe caufes a& 
which excitethe electricity, whatever 
they may be, almoftin certain refpetts, 
ia ery meteors depending upon this 
rinciple. It will appear under the 
orm of a circular fegment, becaufe 
it tends towards the polar regions, 
where its rays feemto converge. The 
lower parts of the atmofphere, and 
the fpherical. polar fegment of our 
globe, having almoft the like figure, 
muft determine the elettric fluid, to 
affume the fame, becaufe it is at- 
tra¢ted by thofe parts, or has a ten- 
dency towards them. The dark feg- 
ment which is generally obferved in 
the Aurora Borealis, is occafioned by 
the rays of elettric light ending in 
thofe parts of the atmofphere which 
are lower than thofe in which they 
were produced, and as thofe parts are 
more denfe and more heterogeneous, 
the rays pafs through them as through 
fo many conduttors. 

It is well known, by experience, 
that eleftric light does not flath, or ap- 
pear in thofe bodies which tranfmit it, 
but only in the intervals which feparate 
them. As all thofe fubftances, which 
are difperfed throughout the lower 
regions of the air, touch one another, 
there will be a continuity of conduc- 
tors, and confequently the tranfmif- 
fion of eleétric light will-be without 
interruption ; no light, therefore, will 
be feen in this part of the atmofphere. 
Befides, the figure of this obfcure 
fegment will be concentrical to the 
luminous fegment above, or that bril- 
liant arch which conftitutes the Aurora 
Borealis, becaufe thefe mixt and con- 
du@ting fubftances, which are equally 
difperfed throughout the atmofphere, 
according ‘to the order of their {pe- 
cific gravities, are arranged circularly 
around the globe of the earth to which 
they tend, as fo many converging 
rays. 

"The {mall clouds fometimes feat. 
tered around the horizon, and towards 
the north, which I have often ob- 
ferved in a large, bright Aurora Bo- 
realis, whether they are placed there 


* Hiftary of the Conqueft of Peru, b. iii, ch. ui. 
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by chance, or are collected by the elec- 
trical attraction, will ftill encreafe as an 
acceilory caufe, the obfcurity of the 
black fegment, which will then have 
the appearance of a gel h, accord- 
ing to the expreffion o Ariftotle, or 
of a ditch, according to others. 

_ _ The obfcure fegment will appear 
larger or fmaller, according to the 
elevation of the fegment, me, Pe 
arch above it. If the elevation of 
the latter be fmall, the former gene- 
rally does not appear, whether the 
Aurora Borealis be motionlefs or not. 
However, it may happen, in the lat- 
ter cafe, that the fplendor of this phe- 
nomenon is fo great, that the dark 
fegment, notwithftanding its eleva- 
tion, will not appear obfcure, on ac- 

- count of the great quantity of light 
refleted ; this effeét then will be 

‘ merely optical. 

The columns of light, rays, lu- 
minous ftreams, and brilliant flafhes, 
which feem toiffue from every point 
of the obfcure fegment, or luminous 
arch, are radii, or rays of phofphorico- 
electric light, which, proceeding from 
the upper regions, where it is more 
abundant, tends towards the lower, 
where its quantity is lefs, and flafhes 
in the vacuum, that is to fay, in the 
intermediate fpace. ‘Thefe ftreams of 
light appear to iflue from the obfcure 
fegment of the luminous arch, be- 
caufe, from a vulgar prejudice, we 
believe that this light rifes into the 
‘air, whilft, in reality, it darts to- 
wards the earth; a prejudice which 
will foon vanifh, if we only reflec 
‘that it is impoffible to diftinguith the 
point from which luminous rays pro- 
ceed, that move with great ra idity, 
and to know whether they diverge 

from a centre, or converge towards 

that point. If any one doubts the 
truth of what I here advance, I might 

‘mention, as a proof, that a {park 

which is feen between a conduor 

electrified by a globe of fulphur, 2nd 
the finger of a perfon not infujated, 
appears to proceed from the globe, 
whilit it comes in reality from the 
finger; the fenfe of feeing is neither 
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fo fure, nor active, as to know ‘the 
origin of this motion, 

ji Seishin eioas columns, and ftreams 
of light, which dart forth in fuccef- 
fion, being extinguifhed one inftant, 
in order to. appear the next with re- 
doubled fplendor, fometimes on one 
fide and fometimes on the other, asin 
an exhaufted flak and glafs tubes, 
will form the moft variegated and 
magnificent fpeétacle that can be ima- 

ined ; in a word, a brilliant Aurora 
Borealis The iptervals which muft 
neceflarily be found between different 
ftreams of light, converging towards 
an arch, will produce indentations, 
or obfcure bands, which may be va- 
ried ad infinitum, and become more and 
more irregular, by the combination 
of this caufe, with feveral other acci- 
dental circumftances; fuch, for ex- 
ample, as the clouds, of which we 
have already {poken. 

Streams of light united towards the 
zenith, or which appear fo, will re- 
prefent a kind of dome, or pavilion, 
the optical effect of the real or appa- 
rent convergence of feveral rays of 
light. Thefe luminous columns, and 
ftreams of light, agitated by differ- 
ent motions, according to the point 
of view under which they are 
feen, and thefe fleeting forms produ- 
cing impreflions, which cannot but 
be confounded with thofe that follow, 
will change feveral circumftances of 
this phenomenon into effects merely 
optico-electric. This is an obferva- 
tion to which philofophers feem_hi- 
therto to have paid too little attention. 
But the place where the greateft bril- 
liancy and fplendor will appear, will 
be towards the pole; becaufe, as we 
have already proved, it is there where 
the eleGtric fluid is moft abundant, 
and has the greatett ftrength and ener- 
gy, the centrifugal force being there 
not fo powerful as towards the equa- 
tor. 

This beautiful phenomenon will 
appear to us to be very near theearth, 
althoagh it may be, in reality, at a 
prodigious diftance. ‘The reafon of 
this is, that, not being able to deter- 

mine 
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mine the diftance of very remote ob- cent, anid which has great weight, on 
jets, but. by means of intermediate account of the perfon who made ir. 
odies, the optical angles being no- The celebrated Cook faw an Au- 
thing on thefe opcafions, we judge rora Auftralis in the year 1770, his 
that this laminous appearance is in the veffel being to the fouth-weft of Ti- 
muddle region of the air, becaufe we mor, and about fix degrees fouth from 
difcover no vifible ohjeét between ts the equator. On the 16th of Septeni- 
and the place where the phenomenon ber, at ten at night, this phenomenon 
appears, which, by trigonometrical rofe about twenty degrees above the 
calculation, is found to be at a very horizon; and its amplitude, or ex- 
great diftance from the furface of the tent, was at leait from ninety to an 
earth. Several of thefe phenomena hundred: it had no motion or vibra- 
have been feen by different obfervers, tions.. The middle of the arch of 
in cities very remote one from the this Aurora Auftralis was towards the 
other, and confequently have had a fouth-fouth-eaft point of the horizon, 
fenfible parallax. For example, the and it continued to appear, without 
Aurora Borealis of September the any diminution in the viyacity of its 
12th, 1621, obferved by Gaffendi in light, until after midnight. If this 
Provence, Bouillard at Louden, Gal- meteor has been lefs frequently ob- 
ileo at Venice, and by others at ferved at the fouthern than at the 
Aleppo, in Syria; that of March the northern pole, it is becaufe fewer na- 
r7th, 1716, in the fouthern regions, vigators have failed towards the for- 
and in the northern countries of Eu- mer; but it is certain that the greater 
rope ; and above all, that of October part of thofe who have remained any 
the 19th, 1726, which was feen at time in the fouthern hemifphere, and 
Peterfburgh, Warfaw, Rome, Lifbou, who have been in a latitude fufficiently 
&c. But from this fenfible parallax, high, have obferved the Aurora Avi- 
which the Aurora Borealis exhibits at tralis. Mr. Rofnevet faw one about: 
different heights, it has been found, the forty-ninth degree of latitude, 
that the elevation of this phenome- which declined at leaft ten degrees 
non, at leaft in certain cafes, is two from the fouth towards the eaft *, 
hundred and fixty-fix leagues at the If to all thofe proofs which I have 
loweft; and in others 300 leagues, given, we add the inferences that may 
even according to different methods be deduced from an increafe of artift- 
of calculation. On this fubject, the cial electricity, during the appearance 
reader may, confult the works of the of an Aurora Borealis; from elec- 
illuftrious Mairan. Euler, that emi- trical {parks drawn from pointed rods 
nent geomieter, places the feat of the infulated in the air ; and from obfer- 
Aurora Borealis at a diftance ftill vations made on thofe meteors called 
greater; and, indeed, we can hardly falling flars, a kind of elettrical phe- 
refufe our affent to the proofs which nomena, of which I have already 
trigonometrical calculations furnifhed fpoken, we fhall then have, I think, 
to thefé learned men. attained to thé laft degree of probable 
From the prefent explanation, and _ prcof. ° 
above all from the feventh principlé, During the Avrora Borealis of the 
it muft refalt, that the phenomenon zgth of February, 1760, which I 
of which we fpeak will appear at the obferved at Beziers, from about 2 
fouthern as- well as at the northern quarter paft fix tll a quarter paft 
pole; and obfervation confirms the nine, the electrical machine was much 
truth of this confequence. ftronger, and produced beter {parks 
From many obfervations of this than it did feveral hours before the 
kind, we fhall feleét one which is re- appearance of this phenomenon, al- 


* The Laws of Magnetifm, by Mr. Lemonnier, page 153. 
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though the wind was ftill the fame; 
-and thefe {parks feemed to be ftill 
ftronger towards the middle, and par- 
ticularly about the end of the phenome- 
non. tried the ftrength of my 
-eleétrophorus, which appeared alfo. to 
be greater; and the eletiric phofpho- 
rus, animated by artificial eleétricity, 
became more brilliant than upon any 
otheroccafion. The mercury in the 
barometer ftood at the height of twen- 
ty-eight inches one tenth, and Reau- 
mur’s thermometer at feven degrees 
and a half above the freezing point. 
I obferved likewife, in the heavens, 
feveral of thofe meteors called falling 
ftars. 

During the Aurora Borealis of Fe- 
bruary the 15th, 1781, about half 
an hour after eight in the evening, | 
remarked alfo, that the power of the 
electrical machine was much ftronger, 
as well as that of my electrophorus, 
and of the electric phofphorous, or 
exhaufted flafk. 

Several philofophers befides, and 
among others Canton and Volta, have 
obferved, that artificial electricity is 
much ftronger than ordinary during 
the time of an Aurora Borealis. The 
latter exprefles himfelf in the follow- 
ing words : ‘I once entertained great 
** doubts, but at prefent I confiderthe 
** thing as certain,and I can affirm that 
I have feen, and, as one may fay, 
touched itwith my hand. During 
“‘ that beautiful Aurora Borealis, 
which appeared in the night be- 
tween the 28th and the 2gth of 
July, 1780, the moment it reach- 
ed the zenith, after rifing gradually 
from the horizon, between the 
hows of four and five, according 
to the Italian method of reckon- 
ing, while it diffufed a reddifh 
light on all fides, through a ferene 
fky, the wind being . pretty 
ftrong, feveral beautiful {mall bright 
fparks, accompanied with a crack- 
ling noife, were obtained from an 
** ordinary atmofpheric conduétor by 
means of my condenfer; whereas, 
at other times, and during ferene 
weather, at whatever hour of the 
day or night the experiment was 





Obfervations on the Aurora Borealis: 





made, the conduétor, even when 
‘* the condenfer was added, produced 
** no fparks, or at moft one exceed- 
** ingly {mall, the figns of eleCtricity 
‘* being entirely confined to the flight 
“€ agitation of a very {mall sens 
“Jum. Thefe obfervations, durin 
the Aurora Borealis, of which 
** fpeak, were not made by me, but 
“« by Mr. Gattoni, one of my friends, 
«* with whom I often make experi- 
** ments, and who has in his poffeffion 
** the conduétor I now mention. 
** As this conduétor is neither very 
high, nor in an advantageous poft- 
** tion, it feldom gives figns of elec- 
** tricity without the condenfer, un- 
** lefs it be during the time of a 
** ftorm, ora very lie rain.” 
During the appearance of feveral of 
thefe phenomena, a magnetic needle: 
has been obferved to move very irre- 
gularly, The Abbé Hemmer, one 
of our ableft philofophers, has fre- 
quently remarked fuch agitations ; and 
they were even fo {trong that he could 
judge by the motion of his needle 
whether there was an Aurora Borealis 
or not. Wan Swinden, in like man- 
ner, frequently remarked the needle 
of his compafs to have a very irregu- 
lar motion during an Aurora Borealis. 
Father Cotte often obferved, at 
Montmorenci, a very fenfible varia- 
tion in a magnetic needle during 
the appearance of this phenomenon, 
On he 6th of March, 1771, the 
needle varied fix minutes the fame 
day ; its variation was alfo very great 
during the whole month, On the 
26th of March, 1773, there was 
a zodiacal light and an Aurora Borea- 
lis, and the magnetic needle expe, 
rienced feveral variations. During 
that of the month of September, 1774, 
the needle varied feven minutes. On 
January the 2ift, 1775, there was a 
beautiful Aurora Borealis, though 
without motion. In the morning of 
that day, a magnetic needle, ten 
inches in length, varied ten minutes to- 
wards the north, and one of five inches 
varied thirty. In September, 1776, the 
diurnal and periodical variation was 
very apparent from the 16th, on 
which 
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which day an Aurora Borealis appear- 
ed, preceded by very diftiné light- 
ning, the weather being then quite 
Serene. On the sth of March, 1777, 
there was an Aurora Borealis, and 
the needle that day and the following 
days approached more to the north 
than hes On the 6th of April fol- 
lowing, during the appearance of a 
{mall Aurora Borealis, the needle in- 
clined towards the north ten minutes 
more than it had done for fome time 
before. On the 22d of September, 
1778, its inclination towards the 
north was ftill the fame. 

At Francker in Friefland, Mr. Van 
Swinden obferved, a great number of 
times, the needle very violently agi- 
tated during the appearance of feveral 
of thefe phenomena. 

Mr. Blondeau made the like obfer- 
vation at Breft. On the 7th of Sep- 
tember, 1777, this gentleman re- 
marked, during an Aurora Borealis, a 
yery particular variation in a mag- 
netic needle; in the morning he 
found its mean inclination to be 
three minutes towards the weft, 
and next morning he obferved it to 
be fifteen or fixteen towards the fame 

int. 

Mann often obferved, at Newport, 
yery fenfible and irregular magnetic 
variations during the appearance of 
feveral of thefe large phenomena*, 
Father Weifs, a celebrated aftrono- 
mer of Tyrnau, in Hungary, obferv- 
éd, on the 18th of January, 1770, 
an Aurora Borealis, and feveral con- 
fiderable variations in the inclination 
of the magnetic needle. 

Mr. Bergman alfo often obferved 
that a great Aurora Borealis difturbed 
the diretion of the magnetic needle t. 
Celfius and Hiorter perceived in the 
like manner, that the needle was 
difturbed and reftlefs when the light 
of the Aurora Borealis rofe to the ze- 

nith, or pafled thence towards the 
fouthern part of the heavens, fo that 
jts declination feemed to ‘follow this 
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light, and vary fometimes three or 
four degrees in the {pace of a few mi- 
nutes. 

Several philofophers, both in Eng- 
land and Gérmany, have been wit- 
neffes of the fingular and curious va- 
riations which the needle experiences 
during the time of an Aurora Borea- 
lis. Mr. le Monier thinks it cannot 
be denied, that during this pheno» 
menon the abundance of the ele¢trical 
and magnetic fluids evidently appears ; 
and that during the time of hurri- 
canes, which generally follow an 
Aurorea Borealis, both thefe fluids are 
ftill in a€tion ; and this, fays he, may 
be proved either by electric points 
and needles, or with the needle of a 
compafs*. 

The celebrated Mr. de la Lande 
fays alfo, in his excellent treatife up- 
on aftronomy, ‘‘ the Aurora Borea- 
lis feems to have great affinity to the 
** phenomena of electricity ; 1t caufes 
** a fenfible variation in the direétion 
** of the magnetic needle ; cleétrifies 
** infulated points, placed in large 
** glafs tubes; and we are aflured, 
that a crackling noife has been 
heard during an Aurora Borealis, 
** like that of eleétric fparks. Ac- 
** cording to the relation obferved 
** between the magnetic and electric 
“* matter, it would not be aftonifh- 
*« ing if the eleétric fluid fhould tend 
** towards the north, and iffue from 
** the poles of the earth towards thofe 
** parts, efpecially where there is the 
“* greateft abundance of minerals ; in 
“* this cafe it might produce the 
«© Aurora Borealis.” 

Ihave feveral times obferved varia- 
tions in the needle during an Aurora 
Borealis, by means of apparatus 
which I had previoufly prepared 
for that purpofe. With this defign, 
having infulated feveral magnetic 
needles, I obferved, during the Au- 
rora Borealis, on the zgth of Fe- 
bruary, 1780, that they were agi- 
tated more than others of the fame 


# Memoirs of the Academy of Bruffels, Vol I. page 273. 
+ Philofophical Tranfaétions, Vol. LII, Parg 11. Page 485. 
¢ Laws of Magnetifm, Page 140, 117, 
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length, which were not infulated. 
The method I took to infulete thefe 
needles, which were eight inches and 
three-tenths in length, was to place 
them upon a thick plate of glafs, ora 
cake of refin, and ina glafs box, ten 
inches and a half fquare. I made al- 
fo mother very couclufive experi- 
ment, aid flill relating to eleétricity. 
At each of the extremities of a mag- 
netic needle: of the fame dimenfions 
as the former, I ordered a {mall point 
to be made, inclined to the axis of 
the needle, and almof in the. fame 
manner as thofe fmall crofles or ftars 
which are placed upon the prime con- 
duéter of an eleftrical machine, in 
order to be rammed by the force of the 
eleftrical eftuva; and I obferved in 
cafes where the needle was infvlated 
that the variations were greater and 
more various than thofe of common 
needles. During the appearance of 
the Aurora Borealis of the 15th of 
February, 1781, about half an hour 
after eight in the evening, on. re- 
peating the fame experiments, I ob- 
erved the fame refult, 


On the 27th of April, 17%3, day. 
ing 4 beautiful Aurora Borealis, which 
I obferved at Paris, I remarked the 
like agitations in the common mag- 
netic needle of a fhip’s compafs. On 
the zgth, about three quarters after 
eight in the evening, there was a 
moft brilliant Aurora Borealis, with 
two diftinét arches, an obicure feg- 
ment, and three or tour Juminous co- 
lumns, but without any vibrations : 
whilft, in that of the 27th, a great 
agitation was obferved in alt the 
ftreams of light, which were nume- 
rous, and a ftreng undulating mo- 
tion that formed one of the molt béau- 
tiful fpeétacles I ever faw, though I 
have obferved 2 great many pheno- 
mena of this kind, 

If, to all thefe obfervations, we 
join thofe daily made,. that the vari- 
ations .of the magnetic needle take 
place on days when the weather 
threatens a ftorm, as F. Cotte and 
feveral philofophers have obferved, 
we cannot help concluding that the 
Aurora Borealis is a phenomenon of 
eleGricity. 


A RUSSIAN ANECDOTE concrrxrn¢ RUDOXIA FEDOROWNA®, 
tHe FyRST WIFE or PETER tue GREAT. ‘ 


“aE at firft duty of an hiftorian, 
when he finds himfelf deceived, 
is to render to thofe of whom he has 
fpoken, and particularly to foveteigns, 
that juftice which may be due to 
them; and this duty becomés ftill 
more incumbent, if following bad 
memoirs, or animated by the fpirit 
of party which prevailed at the time 
when he wrote, he rathly charges 
them with vices of which they may 
may be innocent: for every author 
is refponfible to polterity for the ca- 
Tumntes which he prepagates, in cafe 
other writers, poffefied of more scute- 
nefs, or better informed, thall con- 
vict him of ignorance or of fulte- 
hood. The following example is a 


* Daughter of Fedor Abramowitz Lap 


convincing proof of the truth of this 
obfervation. 

The Czarina Eudoxia at fit en- 
gaged and juftly deférved all the af- 
fection of her hufband ; bur, having 
obferved a great coolnefs on the part 
of the prince, and having endured i¢ 
4 Jong time without venturing to com, 
plain, fhe was, at length, informed, 
that Menzikof, in order that he might 
more and more attra¢t the affection of 
his mafter, had often engaged him in’ 
private parties, et ced unbecoming 
a great prince, and contrary to the 
fidelity due to the mafriage bed. 
Animated, therefore, with fentiments’ 
of juft indignation againft this favo- 
rite, Infamous wretch,” faid fhe, 


uchin, of one of the oldeft families in Ruf- 


fia. This Princefs brought him a fon the year following, who was not more fortunate 
than his mother. 
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ere day to him, after having ex- 
plained to him the caufe of her grief, 
** dof thou pretend to. be ignorant 
“ of what 1 now tell thee? I am 
‘© informed, nor can I doubt the 
** cruth of my information, that you 
“ carry your matter to vilit thofe fre m- 
* pets, to whom you formerly fold 
** your cakes and yourpies*.” \ Thefe 
words ftung Menzikof fo much the 
more, as people whohave {prung from 
the dirt are generally very fenlible of 
reproaches made them on account of 
their birth, From that moment, 
therefore, he formed a refolution of 
ruining the Emprefs. 

As he knew that it would be diffi- 
cult for him to deftroy thofe impref- 
fions which theprefence of the Czarina 
was capable of making upon the heart 
of her hufband, he thought that the 
bef method of giving efie& to his 
vengeance was to wait for fome fa- 
vorable circumftance which might de- 
tain Peter at a diftance from the Em- 
prefs, until he had accomplifhed his 
defign. The fiege of Azoph happen- 
edfoon after tofavor his attempts both 
vpon the mind and heast of his maf- 
ter. Heknew fo well how to take 
advantage of Peter's- bad humor, 
proceeding from the ineflicacy of his 
effortsto make himfelf matter of that 
place, that he infenfibly infpired him 
with fufpicions againit the Czarina, 
which he fupported by the teftimony 
of all thofe who were devoted to: his 
intereft, in fuch a manner, that Pe- 
ter inftead of returning to Mofcow, 
as he intended, after having perceiv- 
ed that he was lofing his troops, to 
no purpofe, before Azoph, difpatch- 
ed a courier to his uncle Leon Naref- 
kin, with orders to put the Czarinain 
confinement ; adding, that he would 
not leave Azoph until the fame courier 
had brought him word that her head 
was fhavea, and that fhe was fhut up 
ina cloiiter. ‘The unfortunate Prin- 
cefs, without being heard, and per- 
haps, without knowing ler crime, 
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was, upon this, carried by force to the 
monaftery of Sutelfki, at the diftance 
of thirty leagues from Mofcow, frém 
which fhe was not liberated till the 
reign of Peter Il. that is to fay, till 
thirty years after her difgrace, the 
caufe of which, as afterwards. ap- 
peared, was only the effect of her 
love for her hufband, and of her re- 
fentment, againit Menzikof. 

Voltaire is the only author who be- 
lieves that fhe was put away for adul- 
tery, as Motray has remarked ; for 
this Princefs was never fufpected, nor 
accufed of this crime but Ay thofe 
who were interefted ; and ‘Ruffia itil 
bears teftimony to her memory. 

This celebrated writer, no doubt, 
was mifinformed ; but his works are 
in the hands of eyery body, and his 
teftimony has fo much weiglit,‘thar 
it becomes neceflary to render to the 
innocent victim of an unworthy favor- 
ite that juftice. which the had a right 
to expect from pofterity, We mutt 
add, that this implacable enemy : of 
Eudoxia, not contented with involv- 
ing the mother in fo much difgrace, 
extended his vengeance even. to her 
fon, the Czarowitz Alexis Petrowitz, 
whofe misfortunes have made fo 
much noife in the world: This 
young Prince had at firft an excellent 
preceptor, who perhaps might have 
corrected, or, at leaft, infenfibly fof- 
tened that vicious difpofition which 
his pupil feemed to have: received! 
from nature: .but Menzikof foon 
found pretences fufficiently fpeciousfor 
difcharging this man, and taking up- 
on himfelf the care of the young 
Prince’s education. » Naturally far- 
ward and rude, and equally defirous 
of gratifying his hatred agatnft the 
mother of - the Czarowitz, .as .of 
pleafing Catherine, the fecond wife 
of the Czar, by whom:fhe had a -fon, 
the —- Menzikof ‘treated bis 
pupil with the utmof contempt. This 
difcouraged him fo much, and viti-. 
ated his heart, that he foen*became 


+ It is well koown, that Menzikof, when a boy, uffd to cry cakes and pies through 
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by the Czar inte the highelt degree of fevar, 





s; but, having had the good ferwne gp pleafo his,foveroign, he, wasadanitted, 
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as indolent and brutal as he was ef- 
feminate. 

We have ftilla farther proof of the 
villainy of Menzikof. When the Czar- 
owitz returned from Naples to Ruf- 
fia, upon a promife which his father 
had givey him in writing, that no at- 
tempt fhould be made againft his life, 
the confidence of the young Prince 
had fo far touched the Czar, that he 
publickly fhewed the moft favorable 
difpofition towards him. But Men- 
zikof had fufficient power over his 
matter to extinguifh the remains of pa- 
ternal affeétion, and to incenfe him fo 
much, as to make him forget the pro- 


Anecdote of Eudoxia Fedorownd. 


mife he had made of forgiving the 
Czarowitz for abfconding, if on his 
return he fhewed himfelf obedient’ 
to his orders. A weaknefs equally’ 
ftrange and barbarous, which his par-’ 
tizans have vainly attempted to juftify, 
by an equivocation as ridiculous as it 
is abfurd, and which had no more ef- 
fect upon people of fenfe, than all the 
efforts which have fince been made 
to perfuade the public, that the death 
of the Czarowitz was entirely owing 
to his being fuddenly ftruck with 
terror, when he read the fentence 
which was pafied againft him. 


MISCELLANEOUS ANECDOTES. 


R. Vaillant, the celebrated ‘an- 
M tiquarian, having embarked at 
eilles, with feveral other French 
tlemen, in a veflel belonging to 
horn, in order to go to Rome, 
was taken the fecond day after his de- 
parture by an Algerine corfair. As 
the King of France was not then at 
war with the Dey, Mr. Vaillant and 
his companions flattered themfelves 
that the Algerines would fet them at 
liberty, and put them again on fhore, 
as had been done upon feveral recent 
occafions ; but the Captain excufed 
himfelf, by pretending that he was 
too far from the French coaft, and that 
he had no provifions but what were 
abfolutely neceffa 
The Algezines, shestbore: ftripped 
him as well as the reft, crying out, 
bona pace Francefi, and carried them 
to Algiers, where they were treated as 
flaves. The French Conful requefted 
that they might be fet at liberty, but 
in vain. ‘The Dey infifted upon de- 
taining them, in the room of eight 
Algerines, who he faid were in the 
king's gallies, and whofe liberty he 
pars. F not obtain. However, after 
being four months and a half in this 
difagreeable fituation, Mr. Vaillant 
was permitted to return to France. 
‘Twenty gold medals, which had been 
taken from, him were reftored, and he 
emabarked in a{mall veffel, bound for 


for his return.* 


Marfeilles. After failing two days, 
with a favorable wind, the captain 
fpied a Sallee rover advancing towards 
them by thehelpof its oars,and though 
he ufed every manceuvre, in order 
to efcape, the pirate foon got within 
cannon fhot. Mr. Vaillant, who was 
much alarmed for the medals he had 
recovered at Algiers, fwallowed them 
without hefitation; but a brifk wind 
fpringing up, foon carried him clear 
of the pirate, and drove the veffel 
upon the coaft of Catalonia, where it 


was-in great danger of being loft. 
After this, the French captain en- 
the fhoals and 


tangled himfelf amon 
fand banks at the mouth of the Rhone, 
where he loft his anchors, and. Mr. 
Vaillant having got into the boat, 
with fome difficulty reached the neigh- 
bouring fhore. The medals which 
he had fwallowed, and which weigh- 
ed about four or five ounces, incom- 
moded him much.. He confulted two 
phyficians what method he ought to 

urfue, in order to recover them. 

he cafe appeared fingular ; and, as 
they did not agree in opinion, Mr. 
Vaillant took no medicine. Nature, 
however, gave him relief from time 
to time, and he had recovered the half 
of his treafure when he arrived at 
Lyons. In that city he went to vifit 
a virtuofo, who was one of his friends, 


‘to whom he related ‘his adventures 5 


and 
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and he did not forget to mention the 
circumftance of the medals. He 
fhewed him thofe which he had reco- 
vered, and defcribed thofe which he 
ype Among the latter was an 
Otho, which his friend was very de- 
firous of having. He requefted Mr. 
Vaillant to part with it for a certain 
fum. Mr. Vaillant complied, on ac- 
count of the fingularity of the cir 
cumftance, and very luckily he was 
that day enabled to fulfil his engage- 
ment *. 

People generally retain, to the laft 
moment of their lives, that ruling 
paffion which influenced their actions 
during life. Mr. De Lagny, of the 
Academy of Sciences at Paris, who 
was a great calculator, having: become 
infenfible in his laft illnefs, Mr. Maus 
pertuis approached his bed, and ens 
deavoured to roufe him a little, by 
calling out, ‘‘ Mr. Lagny, what is the 
* {quare of twelve ?” * An hundred and 
** forty-four,” replied Mr. Lagny, and 
foon after expired., 

Francis I. obtained a brief from the 
Pope, by which all the clergy of 
Franée were obliged to fhave, or to 
pay-a certain fum for having the 
right of wearing a beard. The bi- 
fhops and beneficed clergy readily paid 
the tax, but the poor ecclefiafties were 
teduced..ta the neceflity of parting 
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with this ornament of the chin; how- 


ever, accofding to the ftatutes of fome © 


churches, the-bifhop himfelf could 
not perform fervice without laying 
afide his beard, and of this Duprat 
was a remarkable example. ‘This 
prelate, fon of the chancellor of the 
faime ‘name, had one of the moft 
beautiful beards in the kingdom; he 
had juft returned, full of glory, from 
the Council of Trent, where he had 
difplayed his eloquence, and diftin- 

thed himfelf by his writings, when 
aes appointed to the bifhoprick of 
Clermont. On Eafter Sunday he came 
to take poffeflion ; but when he ap- 
peared atthe cathedral, with a defign 
of performing fervice, he found the 
doors:fhut. ‘Three dignitaries of the 
Shapter were waiting for him at the 


‘entrance, one of whom held a razor, 


another a pair of fciflars, and the 
third a book, containing the ancient 
ftatutes of the church,’ im which he 
pointed out with his finger thefe 
words, barbis rafis, no beards. Du- 
prat in vain reprefented, that it was 
not proper to do any work upon fo fo- 
lemn a day; two of thefe gentlemen 


‘held their weapons in a threatening 


pofture ; to fave his beard, therefore 
the bifhop was obliged to take to his 
heels, and to abandon his fee, and 
grief foon after put an end to his days. 


A suorr ACCOUNT or tut STATUE catusp EXPLORATOR. 


HIS ftatue, called by the Itali- 

. ans /’ Arrotino, that is the Knife- 
praver, is fuppofed by fome*to have 
nereéted by the Roman fenate, in 
honor of a perfon of mean extrac- 
tion, who, while employed in the ex- 
ercife of his profeffion, overhearing 
fome of Catalme’s affociates conver- 
fing together concerning their con{pi- 
racy, immediately gave information, 
and by thefe means faved the Repub- 
lic. This appears, however, to be a 
popular report. Salluft, an hiftorian 
of great veracity, afcribes the honor 
ef that difcovery to a Roman lady, 


named Fulvia, with whom Quintus 
Curius, one of the confpirators, car- 
ried on an intrigue. Had any other 
information been given refpecting this 
lot, fo accurate an hiftorian as Sal- 
hat would not have failed to mention 
it. 

Others have imagined that this fta- 
tue reprefents the Augur Attus Nevius 
going to cut a ftone before Tarqui- 
eas Prifcus ;+ and fome, that it re- 
prefénts the flave Milicus, who difcc~ 
vered the confpiracy of his mafter 
Scevinus to Nero; but it is more 
probable that ic is the production of 


* This, fingular anecdote is taken from the Hiftory of the Academy of In{criptions. 
+ Seg Livy, b. i. ch. g6, 


Yy fome 
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fome celebrated Grecian artift, who 
intended only to exhibit a beautiful 
fpecimen of his fkill in fculpture, 

Asweare much in thedark with refpeé 
to this figure, conjecture muft fupply 
the want of information; but what- 
ever may have been the author's in- 
tention, it is certainly an admirable 
piece of workmanfhip, and cannot 
fail to engage the attention of thofe 


Account of ibe Statue of Explorator. 


who are judges 
true proportion. 
This ftatue was formerly to be feen 
in the gardensof the Villa de Medicis, 
near Rome; at prefent it isin the 
gallery of the Grand Duke, at Flo- 
rence, ‘There is an excellent model 
of it, as large as the original, in one 
of the apartments belonging to the 
Royal Academy, Somerfet Place. 


of expreffion, and of 


SOME PARTICULARS resrecrinc Mr. THUMBERG’s TRAVELS 
in JAPAN. 


HE man who can with infenfi- 
bility furvey the aitonifhing 
variety of objeéts which wy we the 
univerfe, who has never had the curi- 
fity to obferve the different marks 
Ee which they are diftinguifhed and 
charaéterifed,’ and whofe thoughts are 
entirely confined to himfelf, will be- 
hold, no doubt, with as little pity as 
terror, the botanift clambering over 
the fummits of rugged rocks, and en- 
during the {Corching heat of the fun, 
thirft, and hunger, in order to dif- 
cover a new fhrub, or braving a thou- 
fand dangers, renewed at every ftep, 
in a foreign and barbarous country, 
to bring back a few feeds, or fome 
dried plants. Thofe, however, who 
are initiated into the myfteries of na- 
ture, who confider themfelves as born 
not merely for themfelves, and who 
have an ardent defire for the advance- 
ment of fcience, will entertain fenti- 
ments of a different kind. Of all 
the fciences, none is more engaging 
than botany ; but it has been remark- 
ed, at the fame time, that no fcience 
can boalt.of fo many martyrs. A 
jong lift might indeed be made of all 
the botanifts who have perifhed, or 
been expofed to the greateit hardthips, 
in foreign countries, into which they 
netrated with a defign of difcover- 
ing new vegetables and curious plants. 
Of the truth of this obfervation, the 
following inftances will afford a fuf- 
ficient proof, 
L’Eclufe, the father of true botany, 
in the fixtecath century, broke his 


arm in crofling the Pyrenean moun- 
tains. Some years after he fra¢tured 
his leg. Not difcouraged, however, 
by thefe accidents, he undertook a 
third journey to the Alps of Tirol, 
where, happening to fall from a_pre- 
cipice, he broke his thigh; and this 
accident rendered him lame during 
the remainder of his life. 

Father Plumier, after having twice 
travetfed America, after having en- 
riched the fcience of botany with 
feveral new genera, and a multitude 
of fpecies, felt a facrifice to dh in- 
flammation of the breaft, brought on 
by the hardfhips he fuffered during 
his travels. 

Haflelguift, the difciple of the ce- 
lebrated Linneus, refolved to travel 
into Egypt and Paleftine, countries 
till then unknown to naturalifts, where, 
in the fpace of a few years, he de- 
termined all the fpecies of thofe plants 
which form part of our moft valuable 
medicines. By his care and attention, 
many of the vegetable productions of 
Egypt and Paleftige are as well known 
as thofe of Europe. Nothing efcaped 
his fagacity ; but this eminent man, 
after having been feveral times in 
_ danger from the barbarians, on 

is return to Europe, through Syria, 

was attacked by a phtifical diforder, 
which put a period to his life, at 
the age of thirty-feven. 

a eph de Juffieu, fent to Peru by 
order of Louis XV. excited the jea- 
loufy of fome Spaniards, who, after 
having feveral times attempted hislife, 

made 
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made him at length fall a vi€tim to the 
effects ofa moft terrible poifon, which 
entirely deftroyed his dhcodtien He 
— afterwards in a moft deplor- 
able condition, and had not the leaft 
remembrance of his journey. 

Commerfon, whofe enterprifing ge- 
nius made him brave every danger, 
after having colleéted the protluctions 
of almoft the whole world, foit his 
life in Afia, without having the con- 
folation of publifhing his difcoveries. 

Gmelin was killed by the Tartars, 
when traverfing the wild rocks of 
Siberia and Mount Aflai. 

Pollich, fo well known by his ex- 
cellent Hiftory of the Plants of the 
Palatinate, in croffing the marfhes of 
that country, was attacked by a fever, 
which conduéted him to the grave. 

The Count de Matufka, to whom 
we are indebted for a work on the 
plants of Silefia, contracted, upon the 
mountains of that country, a diforder 
of the breaft, which fnatched him 
prematurely from his friends, from 
the {ciences, and from letters. 

Scheuchzer, after having feveral 
times climbed the higheft cliffs of the 
Alps, when endeavouring, on bis re- 
turn, to examine the petrified trunk 
of a tree, was feized with a fpitting 
of blood, which carried him of in 
the prime of life. 

r. Sonini de Manoncourt, late- 
ly returned from Lower Egypt, to 
which he was fent by order of the 
King of France, to examine the dif- 
ferent curious productions of the 
three kingdoms, was twice feverely 
beaten, robbed, and ftripped by the 
barbarians of that country. 

But of all the botanifts who have 
travelled into remote countries, none 
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feems to have been inflamed with a 
more ardent defire for making new 
difcoveries than Mr. Thumberg, 
known by his Flora Japonica,* pub- 
lifhed at Leipfic, in the year 1784.— 
This botanift, after having taken his 
degree, as dottor, at Upfal, in 1770, 
under Profeffor Sidren, refolved to 
vifit France, and to refide there 
a year, for the purpofe of finifhing 
his fludies, and acquiring frefh know- 
ledge. Having ftopped fome weeks 
at Amfterdam, he {aw the celebrated 
Mr. Burmann,+ who foon diicovered 
his fkill in botany, and his great fond- 
nefs for that ufeful fcience. He re- 
marked above all, the great defire 
which Mr. Thumberg teftified of tra- 
veHling into India, or into any other 
country little frequented by the lite- 
rati of Europe, and of which the 
natural produétions had not been de- 
fcribed. 

Mr. Burman, who thought that the 
fciences might derive great benefit 
from Mr. Thumberg’s thirft for 
knowledge, engaged feveral opulent 
magiftrates to fend him, at their own 
expence, to Japan, a country, the 
produtions of which were unknown, 
and which, in its climate, has a great 
refemblance to Holland. Thefe ge- 
nerous republicans, whofe names ought 
not to be forgotten, were Mr. Vry 
Temmink, Conful of Amfterdam, 
and Commiffary of the medicinal gar- 
den; Mr. Van-der Poll, a Conful 
alfo; and Meffrs. John Van-der Deutz, 
and David ten Hoven, both Senators. 
They commiffioned Mr. Thumberg 
to colleét in Japan, for the medicinal 
garden of Amfterdam, and for their 
own private gardens, feeds of all 
kinds of plants in general, and parti- 


* Caroli Petri Thumberg, &c, Flora Japenica, fiftens plantas infularum Japonicaruns 


fecundum fyfema fexuale emendatum, redaétas ad viginticlaffes, ordines, generact {pe- 
cies cum differentiis {pecificis, fynonimis paucis, defcriptionibus concinnis et triginte 
novem iconibus adjeGtis. Lipfie in Bibliopolio, J. G. Mulleri, anno 1784, 8vo. 

+ Nicolas-Lawrence Burmann, M. D. Profeffor of Botany at Amiteidam, a gen- 
tleman poffefied of a moft extenfive brary, and of a curious and valuable cabinet 
of natural hiftory. This learned man is known by his Differtation on the Gerantzm, 
and his Flora Indica,.publithed in 1768, in quarto. He is the fon of John Burmanr, 
to whom we are indebted for the Jiefaurum Ceylanicum, and the Decades variarum 
Plantarum Afiaticarum, as well as for editions of Rhumphius and the pofthurnous 
figures of Plumier. ‘The family of thefe two phyficians is celebrated for two 
ceitics of the fame name, who publifhed editions of fome of the ciaflical authers. 
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cularly fhrubs, and flips for tranf- perceived, that the mof zealous-ha, 
planting, which might be capable of tanift cannot find any opportunity there 
enduring the feverity of ourclimates, of making excurfions into the country, 
and of fubfiling in winter in the Mr, Thumberg, however, did every 
open air. thing in his power to procure the 
The knowledge of the Dutch lan- friendfhip of the Japanefe officers and 
page wasabfolutely neceflary for Mr. interpreters, who came almoft every 
humberg, in order to profit by re- day to the faétory, to be prefent at 
fiding in sti, acountry fhut againft the unloading of the veffels, He of- 
every nation in the world, where one fered them prefents, and rendered 
port only is left open, into which no them every fervice he could. Hav- 
more than two Dutch veflels are fuf- ing had the good fortune to cure 
fered to enter annually, and a few foine of them, they were induced ta 
Chinefe junks. The Japanefe, there- afk him feveral queftions refpecting 
fore, admit every year about two medicine, as well as other fciences, 
hundred Furopeans only, who are to all which he returned the moft fa. 
Aept clofely fhut up, and carefully tisfactory anfwers. By this attention 
‘watched, and nearly the fame num- he won their confidence, and, in fome 
fer of Chinefe. All thefe ftrangers meafure, obtained his defire. The 
are obliged to depart exafily at the’ interpreters colleéted plants for him 
end of three or four months, except in the neighbourhood of Nangafaki, 
‘a very {mall number, whofe refidenceis and the officers prevailed upon the 
fixed in the country. It was fettled, Governor to give him leave to make 
that Mr. Thumberg fhould remain fome botanical excurfions to the moun- 
fome time at the Cape of Good Hope, tains which furround the city, but 
that he might acquire a perfect know- always accompanied by guides and 
hedge of the Dutch language. By interpreters. 

thefe means he had his defires fully | This permiffion gave him much 
pestiten, and was enabled‘to enlarge joy, but he was in great danger of 
iis knowledge of botany. After re- paying dear for it, and of being more 
fiding at the Cape three years, he de- clofely confined than ever. The Ja- 
parted in 1775 for Java, where he panefe, who are the moft fufpicious 
embarked in a Dutch veffel, and ar- people in the world, dare not grant 
rived in the fame year at Japan. any new liberties to the Europeans ; 
The faétory of the Dutch Compa- they can only obtain thofe which 
ny at Japan is fituated in a fmall appear by the ancient annals to have 
‘ifland, named Dezima, near the city have been given before. Mr, Thum- 
of Nangafaki, which is the only place berg requeited that thefe annals 
‘of the kingdom where foreign veflels might be confulted on his account. 
are fuffered to come into harbour.— It was found that fome years before, 
This ifland is enclofed by a long wall, when the faétory were in want of 
in which there are only two gates, medicines, a Dutch furgeon had been 
well guarded. No European canen- permitted to traverfe fome of the 
ter them, or go out, without per- mountains in the neighbourhood of 
miffion, without being attended by a Nangafaki, for the purpofe of col- 
numerous guard, and without being le¢ting medicinal plants. The go- 
twice or thrice fearched in the ftriG- vernor did not then hefitate to grant 
eft manner. Three or fourtimesin a the like indulgence to Mr. Thum- 
year, the Europeans obtain leave from berg; but, having again read the an- 
‘the Japanefe Governor to enter the nals with more attention, he remark- 
city, and to vifit the neighbouring ed that the Dutch furgeon was of an 
‘temples, but they muft always be ac- inferior rank; and he concluded, 
companied by a certain number of the that he muft not aétin the fame man- 
inhabitants of the country. ' ner to Mr. Thumberg, whofe rank 
From this account it may be eafily was much higher, ‘This trifling cir- 
; cumitance, 
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camftance, as is the cafe with many 
others, appeared of the higheft im- 
portance to the fufpicious Japancle*. 

Mr. Thumberg, however, did not 
lofe courage ; he had addrefs enough 
to inform the Japanefe, that the com- 
pany’s principal furgeons always pafi- 
ed through every degree of rank be- 
fore they arrived at the higheft ; and 
that they were promoted only in 
cafes of death. Thefe and fome other 
reafons had the defired effect with the 
Governor ; but three months had 
already clapfed, and the autumn 
was advancing, when that per- 
miffion, which he fo much defired, 
was granted him. ‘That year he 
could only collect fome feeds which 
he fent to Europe, and make a few 
botanical excurfions every week till 
the end of autumn. e 

In the following year, he refumed 
his labor, which he continued during 
the whole fummer and a part of au- 
tumn. In his travels, he colleéted a 
great number of rare and curious 
plants, but not without being fub- 
jected to great expence, and to many 
hardihips. He was obliged to main- 
tain the guides and interpreters who 
attended him, as well as their do- 
mettics, amounting in all to about 
twenty or thirty perfons. It always 
coft him fixteen or eighteen crowns 
each time. Without reckoning the 
hardfhips which he was obliged to 
endure in a country covered with 
mountains, we may fay few plants 
or feeds have been purchafed at fo 
dear a rate. 

Mr, Thumberg, however, found 
means to collect fome other plants 
without trouble or expence. ‘The 
Dutch hired Japanefe, whom thev 
employed in bringing fodder for their 
cattle. This Mr. ‘}humberg care- 
fully infpected every time it was 
brought in, and picked from it feve- 
sal curious plants. Befides this, two 
Japanefe phyficians, Kafragawa Fo- 
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fin and Nakagawa Sunnam, wh~ were 
well acquainted with mineralogy, 
zoology, botany, and medicine, gave 
him various objects of natural hiftory, 
and told him their names in the Jan- 
guage of the country. Some time 
before his departure, he embraced an 
epportunity, which occurred, of vi- 
fiting fome other iflands near to Nan. 
gafaki, In the autumn of the year 
1776, he was at length obliged, with 
great regret, to quit Japan, from 
which he proceeded to the Ifland of 
Ceylon, in order to purfue his bo- 
tanical refearches. On his retura to 
Europe, he was called to the office of 
lecturer in botany at Upfal. Soon af- 
ter he was appointed profeffer royal 
inthe room of Linnzus, the fon, who 
was then on his travels, and who died 
not long after. In the year 1780, 
therefore, he was placed in that fa- 
mous chair which had been fucceifiively 
filled by the great Linnzus and his 
fon, in an univerfity where only ten 
years before he had taken the degree 
Doétor. Since that time, he has 
occaficnally communicated to the 
public feveral curious particulars re- 
{fpecting the knowledge which he ac- 
in his travels, and has pubs 
lifhed fome excellent memoirs among 
Sfofe of the Academy of Sciences af 
Upfal, and of other learned focieties, 
His Flora ‘Japonica, above ail, has 
met with the higheft approbation. 
In perufing it, one is aftonifhed to fee 
that in lefs than fixteen months, -not- 
withitanding the continual reftraint 
under which he was kept by the jea- 
loufy of the Japanefe, he has difco-- 
vered and defcribed more than three 
hundred new fpecies of plants, part 
of which have obliged him to efta- 
blifh twenty new genera. It is well 
known, that in the fupplement to 
plants publithed by Linnzus the fon, 
in 1781, there are more than nine 
hundred new fpecies communicated 
by Mr. Thamberg alone. 


quired 


* Nothing can be a ftronger evidence of the fufpicious temper of the Japanefe, than 


the reftraints under which they keep the Dutch. 
' 


As foon as they come mto port, their 


mafts, fails, rudder, guns, aud amunitign are carricd on fhore, and retained there, 


fecurely locked up, till their departure. 
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A PSALM, cuanten sy tHe JEWS or LANDAW® at rut TIME 
or THE CONSECRATION or LOUIS XVI. 


WILL now fing the praifes of my 

well-beloved king, Louis XVI. 
The juft fhall flourith like the palm- 
tree, and fhall multiply like the cedar 
of Lebanon. 

Thon furpaffeft in beauty the chil- 
dren of men; a wonderful grace is 
diffufed over thy lips: God, there- 
fore, fhall blefs thee to all eternity. 

Signalize thyfelf by thy glory and 
waleeh ; may thy reign be crowned 
with fuccefs and profperity. 

The er hath placed herfelf on 
thy right hand, clothed in raiment of 
gold, and furrounded by divers orna- 
ments. 


ven in exchange for vefiels of 
dom ; the law of mercy is upon her 
like the fruitful vine ; thy princes fhall 

Thou art more valuable than 
Behold how gond and agreeable 
Obferve my precepts ; and thy peace 
The Lord thall preferve thy repofe ; 
watered, and like a fountain, whofe 
thofe of Louis XVI. our king: thou 
hy throne fhall be a lafting throne ; 


Neither gold nor chryftal can be 
compared to her: fhe fhall not be gi- 
fine 

gold. 

She hath opened her mouth to wif- 
tongue. 

Thy queen fhall be in thy palace 
be around thy table like the young 
olive trees. . 
and precious ftones ; yea, milder ie 
honey, and the honey-comb. 
it is for brethren to live in harmony 
and unity together. 
thall be like a river, and thy juftice 
like the waves of the fea. 
he will fill thy foul with fplendor : 
thou fhalt be like a garden always well 
ftream is never dried up. 

Great God! thou wilt add days to 
wilt lengthen his years, even to the 
day of the generation of generations. 
the fceptre of thy kingdom fhall be 
a fceptre of juttice. 


As the new heavens, and the new 
earth, which I am going to create, 
fhall fubfitt always before me, faith 
the Lord; fo thy name and thy race 
fhall fubfift for ever and ever. 

The race of thy fervants fhall pof- 
fefs it ; and thofe who love my name 
fhall their eftablith their dwelling. 

Princes fhall be born of thee; I 
will eftablith them kings over all the 
earth. 

Their pofterity fhall be known to 
the nations; their pofterity fhall ex- 
tend themfelves among the people; 
and all thofe who thafl behold them, 
fhall acknowledge them as the race 
ry heaven and the Lord have bilef- 

Thou fhalt then fing fongs, as on 
the eve of a folemn feftival, and thy 
heart fhall rejoice with joy. 

Lord, I will praife thee with all my 
heart, in the fociety of the juft, and 
in the affembly of the people. 


is the Prayer, which 


The followin 
4 upon the fame occa- 


was recite 
fion : 


Grrat God, Lord, and Soverei 
Mafter of the Univerfe, thou, who 
art the father of all created beings, 
the protector of truth, and the fup- 
port of the power of kings, the juft 
God of Abraham, of Ifaac, and of 
Jacob, deign to hear the prayers of 
thy people of Ifrael, who at this mo- 
ment invoke thee, and proftrate them- 
felves at the foot of thy throne : exalt 
in thy name and glory the name of 
our king, Louis XV lately confe- 
crated ; preferve his auguft family ; 
grant him happy days, and length of 
years, amidft wifdom and perfect 
Lealth; elevate his kingdom to the fun, 
and make it fhine like the ftars in the 
firmament. Secure his crown even 
to eternity, for the ftrength of kings is 
in thee alone. 


* Acity of Alface, about fourteen leagues porth-eat of Strafburgh. Landaw was 
formerly am imfperial tity ; Lut n-was feeused 90 France by the peace of Munitcr. 





Almighty 





























Almighty Lord, God of heaven 
and earth; thou who didf preferve 
David, thy faithful fervant, from all 
the perfecutions of his enemies, and 
didft fhield his head from the fword 
that threatened it; thou, who didf 

na paflage through the fea, and 
didft make a way through the waves 
to thy people, deign to preferve, blefs, 
and rejuice the heart of our new mo- 
narch, Louis XVI. exalt him above 
all the kings of the earth; by thy 
mercy and infinite power prolong his 
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life beyond that of any of his forefa- 
thers, unclouded by adverfity, through 
a long and happy reign ; affift him to 
furmount every penget. and to put his 
enemies under the foles of his feet, by 
profpesing him in all his undertakings, 
God of mercy and goodnefs, Kin 
of kings, give to our’s a heart filled 
with equity and mercy, in order that 
he may govern and rule thy people 
with mildnefs and clemency, during 
the courfe of his reign, even to aa 
happy eternity, Amen. 


MEMOIR ox PLANTS WHICH EMIT LIGHT; sy Mr. HAGGE, 
REN, LECTURER on NATURAL HISTORY, 


TRANSLATED FROM THE SWEDISH, 


N the year 1783, having acciden- 

tally perceived a faint light on 
the marigold, calendula offcinalis, I 
refolved to obferve this curious phe- 
nomenon with the greateft attention, 
In order that I might be certain that 
it was not an illufion, I ftationed a 
man near me, whom I ordered to 
make a fignal as foon as he fhould ob- 
ferve the luminous appearance; I 
always found that we both faw the 
light at the fame inftant. 

This light is moft vifible in mari- 
golds of a deep orange tint, and al- 
moft imperceptible in thofe of a pale 
color. 

This light may be often feen three 
or four times fucceffively upon the 
fame flower ; but oft-times it is not 

erceived till after fome minutes, and 
if it happens that feveral flowers 

rowing near one another emit this 
fight at the fame time, it may be ob- 
ferved at a confiderable diftance. 

This phenomenon is obferved in 
the months of July and Augutt, at fun 
fet, and half an hour after the atmof- 
phere has become clear; when the 
atmofphere is full of moift vapors, 
or when it has rained during the day, 
nothing of this kind can be perceived, 
The Eaowing flowers exhibit this 
luminous appearance in a greater or 
lefs degree, and in the following 
order. Firl, the marigold ; fecondly, 


¥ 


the capuchin, tropaolum majus ; third- 
ly, the red lilly, dium bulbiferum; 
fourthly, the Indian pink, sagetes pa- 
tula et ere@a; 1 have remarked it 
alfo fometimes upon the fun flower, 
helianthus annuus; but a deep orange 
color is in general neceflary for the 
appearance of this ‘light, becaufe I 
have never obferved it upon flowere 
of any other color. 

To be certain thatthisphenomenon 
was not occafioned by finall infects, 
or phofphoric worms, I examined the 
flowers with the greateft attention, 
by the help of a microfcope, but I 
never was able to difcover any. 

From the celerity of the appear- 
ance of this phenomenon, we may, 
I think, be allowed to conclude, that 
there is fomething of electricity init ; 
we know that at the moment when 
the piftil of a flower has acquired its 
maturity, the pollen burfts out by its 
elafticity ; this inclined me to believe 
that electricity even was connetted with 
thiselafticity; butafter having obferved 
the light upon the red lilly, where the 
antherve are at a great diftance from 
the petals, I found that the light 
proceeded from the petals, and not 
from the antheros, &n this account 
therefore, I am induced to think, that 
this electric light is caufed by the 

lien, which upon burfting, throws 
itfelf every where over the petals, 

MsTHOD 











TRANSLATED FRO 


OR this method of engraving up- 
Fk on glafs, we are indebted to Mr. 
uymaurin, jenior, who, in a me- 
moir refpecting the properties of 
fparry acid, or acid of fluor, publifh- 
ed in the Fournal de Phyfique for June 
Jaft, after mentioning feveral expe- 
riments relating to the diffolving 
qualities of this acid, tells us, that 
being convinced it would have the 
fame effect upon glafs as aquafortis 
and other acids have upon copper and 
warious fubftances, he refolved to 
make a trial of it. Having fpread 
a thin coat of wax over a piece of 
glafs, he traced out fome figures up- 
efit, covered the whole with acid of 
fluor, and expofed it to the fun. At 
the end of four or five hours, he de- 
tached the coat of wax, when he per- 
eeived, with great pleafure, that his 
€onjectures had been well founded ; 
and he is certain that by the help of 
this fparry acid, an intelligent artift 
may engrave upon the hardeft glafs or 


A SPANISH SONG, 


METHOD or ENGRAVING vuronw GLASS, 


M THE FRENCH. 


chryftal in the fame manner as up6R 
copper with aquafortis. 

We may eafily fee of what utility 
this difcovery of Mr. Puymauris 
may be, either in polifhing glafs, &c. 
or to graduate certain tnftruments, 
the graduated parts of which have 
been hitherto made of wood, the ef- 
feét of which is always uncertain. 

Thick mafly plates of glafs may, 
perhaps, be employed hereafter for 
engraving maps, &c. One advan- 
tage wonld attend them—they would 
never wear ; all the proofs would have 
the fame firength, and thefe platés 
might be handed down to pofterity 
without any fear of their being de- 
ftroyed by ruft. The firft attempt to 
engrave upon glafs, by means of 
{parry acid, was made at Thouloufe, 
on May 17, 1787, by Mr. Puy- 
maurin, and the refult of his experi- 
ments were publifhed in the memoirs 
of the Academy of Sciences of that 
city. 


ENTITLED ORPHEUS. 


TRANSLATED FROM THE Works OF Don Icnacio pe Luzan. 


\RPHEUS, of Thrace, went 

down to Hell! to feek for his 
wife ; never could a more foolifh de- 
fire conduct him to a more difmal 
lace., 

He there fung, and aftonifhment 
fufpended the punifhment of the 
damned : yes, the novelty of his de- 
fion produced this effeét, rather than 
the harmony of his fong. 

The gloomy monarch of Hell; re- 
doubling his feverity, thought he 
could infli@ no punifhment upon him 
more terrible than to fuffer him to 
carry back his {poufe. 

e reftored her, therefore, to pu- 
gifh his audacity; but,-as a reward 





for his mefick, he facilitated the 
means of his lofing her again, 

This fong feems to have furnifhed 
J. B. Rouffeau with the idea of the 
following Epigram, which we have 
tranfcribed in the original, for the 
entertainment of our readers. 


Quand pour ravoir fon époufe Euridice 
Le bon Orphée alla jufque’aux Enfers, 
L’étonnement d'un fi rare caprice 

En fit cefler tous les tourmens divers. 
On admira, bien plus que fes concerts, 
D’un tel amour la bifarre faillie; . 

Et Platon mé me, embarrafé du choix, 
La lui rendit pour prix de fa folie, 
Puis la retint en faveur de fa voix. 
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REVIEW OF NEW PUBLICATIONS, 


FOR 


La Cuasse Av Fustn Divist EN 
peux Parrres, &c. A Treatife 
‘on Shootings in two Parts. Con- 
taining, firft, Refearches refpecting 
the Weavans ufed in Hunting before the 
Invention of Fire-arm: ; an Account 
of the Maanir of making thefe Armsin 
Paris, the different ManufaGories in 
France and in Spain; with Rules 
Sor learning to foon well. Secondly, 
Neceffary Infirucions refpefing the 
different Kinds of Game found in 
France, the Method of training Dogs, 
&c. &c. Ociavo. Paris. 1788. 


HIS work appears to us worthy 

of a favorable reception, par- 
ticularly from thofe who are fond of 
the {ports of the field. The author 
(Mr. Magns de Marolles) is already 
known,by a fmall treatife upon the fame 
fubject, entitled, «* An Effay on Shoot- 
ing publifhed im 1781, and repub- 
lifhed the year following. ‘The fuc- 
céls of this, effay.gives us reafon to 
prefage favorably of the complete 
work, which he has now given to the 
public. It appears to be the produc- 
tion of an author, poffefied of fuch 
knowledge as can be acquired only by 
long prattice-and experience. It be- 
fides contains a particular account of 
the méthods of hunting feveral adi- 
mals little known, et which have 
not been hitherto defcribed. But 
that our reatlers may be better enabled 
to judge whether wé have exaggerated 
in’ ofr account of this volume, we 
fhall lay before them the following ex- 
tracts. . 


There are, fays the author, fonie caf- 
tors ii thé Rhone, particularly from A- 
vignon as far ay Pont-Saint-Efprit; for 
it 1s faid, that they are not to be found in 
any other part of the river. There are 
alfo fome in the Cefe and the Gardon, 


E1G Ns 


two rivers which difcharge themfelves iit- 
to the Rhone; the firit near Caderouffe, 
and the fecond oppofite Valabregnes ; bué 
there are none Pend in the Cefe bit ta 
the diftance of half aleague from its mouth 
going up. With regard to the Gardong 
they occupy a much larger extent, . They 
may be found from its mouth as far as the 
height of Vezenobres, which is at. the 
diftance of eight leagues. Thefe animals 
(known under the name of dievres in the 
antient language) do not affemble there 

in order to form focieties, as thofe o 

North America. They live folitary and 
difperfed, each digging its own habitation 
under the banks of the river ; on which 


- account they are called burrowing caflorsy 


to diftinguith themi from thofe which do 
not live in the eatth. The entrance of 
thefe fubterranean habitations is alwaysin 
the water, at the bottoro of a high and 
fteep bank, and yery often in «places 
where there ate trees, the roots of whiclt 
may ferve to conceal them. . They have 
always the forefight to dig them upwardss 
A foot or two above the ordinary height 
of the water, there is a fmall chamber, 
about four feet in diameter, where the 
caftor takes up ‘its lodging; then a paf. 
fage of fome feet in length, whicliends at 
another chamber a little higher; then a 
third, a fourth, and fometimes a fifth 
ftery, to be ready againft any fudden 
rifing of the river. Thefe chambets are 
ftrewed with {mall bits of wood, {plit as 
thin as carpenters fhavings, and it is upom 
thefe fhavings that the caftor ‘repofes.. 
Above the highett chamber there is a hole 
rifing'to the earth, to give air to the whole, 
and by which the caftor efcapes duting an 
inundation. . There are two fituatioOns in 
which thefe animals find themfelves very 
much embarraffed ; during a great drought, 
when the entrance of their hole is left 
dry and uncovered; and in the time of 
inundations, when the river overflows ita. . 
banks.‘ In the latter cafe, they are’ obli« ~ 
ged to abandon their habitations. © {t is. 
thought, that; in this diftreffing extremity,” 
they retire to the moflt' clevated places of 
the iflands of the Rhone, and fometimes 
to heaps of wood. As they are then wan- 
dering, and expofe themfelyes more du- 
ring the day, for at any other time they 
core forth only in the night, the hunters 
purfue them ga the water ig bodts, in or- 
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der to fhoot them, which they do with 
more eafe, fince, like the otter, they can- 
not remain long at the bottom, and are 
obliged to rife above the water now and 
then for the pur, ofe of breathing. This 
manner of hunting is however very la- 
borious, and rarely fucceeds, as the Hee 
.which is hurried along by the force of 
the current, cannot follow the caftor in 
its different turnings ;. and befides this, 
when the anima! finds itfelf purfued, it 
fhews itfelf as feldom as poffible, 

It fometimes happens, dering a great 
drought, that the entrance of the burrow 
being left dry, and almoft above water, 
by enlarging the hole at the furface of the 
earth dogs may be let in, which oblige the 
caftors to make their efcape towards the 
river, where the hunters wait for them 
with their pieces ready ; but oftener with 
fticks to knock them down, taking the 
precaution alfo to fpread out a net in 
the water, before the entrance of the 
burrow, in cafe they fhould mifs the ani- 
mal on its firft coming out of the hole.— 
Others, when they difcover a caftor’s 
burrow, dig up the earth, ftill following 
the paflage; when thecaftor, frightened, 
endeavours to fiy, and is either thot 


or caught in a net; but it happens fome-' 


times, that it cuts the net with its teeth, 
and makes its efcape. 

In general, the caftor is feldom hunted 
with afufee. Some of them however are 
killed by lying in wait for them at night, 
in places where they go to eat the bark 
of the willow, on whrtch they feed, and 
which grows in great abundance in the 
iflands of the Rhone, and on the banks of 
the Cefe, andthe Gardon. After having 
cut off the branches, they commonly drag 
them to fome neighbouring gravel-pits, 
in order to. peel off the bark, and it is in 
thefe gravel-pits that the hunters wait for 
them. There was formerly at Valabrepues, 
as I have been told, a man very dextrous 
atthis manner of hunting, and who fre- 
gitently killed numbers of thefe animals, 
both.in the places where they cut down 
the branches, as well asin the gravel-pits, 
where they weht to feed on them. 


The weight of the caftor of the Rhone, 
is generally about fifty or fixty pounds, 
thai is to fay, equal to thatof the American. 
The ficth of this caftor is much efteemed, 
efpecially when the animal is young, and 
Goes not weigh above thirty pounds.— 
Thefe burrpwing caftors, the furs of 
which are inferior in beeuty to thofe of 
caftors living in fociety, being cut on the 
back by their continual rubbing againft 
the earth, are not peculiar to the old 
Continent ; fome of them are found alfo 
ia the new, and they form even at prefent, 
the bulk of the fpecies; for fince the 
Europcanspave extended their fettlements 


in the vaft regions of North America, 
and built forts and habitations onthe Jakes, 
and rivers, there {carcely exifts any of 
thofe well-ordered copillsties of caliors, 
living together in commodious dwellings 
conftruéted upon fiakes in the midft of 
the waters. Thefe animals, having be- 
come by the value which the Eurepeans 
fet upon their fkins, an objg& of great 
importance to the natives of the country, 
were harrafled and tormented without 
ceafing, fo that they have difverfed them. 
felves, and withdrawn as much as they 


‘could froin that ftate of continual war, 


and each individual has taken fhelter un- 
der the earth 


It is well known, that the wood. 
cock is a bird of paflage, which gene- 
tally arrives about the beginning of 
Oétober ; that this paffage takes place 
fooner or later in certain years, acs 
cording to the weather and the winds 
which prevail on the commencement 
of autumn, and that the eaft and 
north-eaft are the winds which bring 
moft, efpecially when they are ac- 
companied with fogs. 


lt is very uncommon, fays the author, 
to fee woodcocks newly arrived towards 
the end of September; yet I faw one 
killed on the 12th of September, 1773, 
in the neighbourhood of’ Evreux, in 
Normandy, where I then was, by a coun- 
tryman, who being out fhooting, fired into 
a flock of fifty or fixty of thefe birds, 
which flew dire&ly over his head, I can 
atteft this faét, as I had the woodcock in 
my hands, and {poke to the perfon who 
killed it, From this circumftance, I thall 
take the liberty of obferving, that Buffon 
is miftaken, when he fays, in his Natural 
Hiftory, that ‘ woodcocks arrive one by 
‘‘one, or two by two, and never in 
‘* flocks.” I could oppo‘e to this affer- 
tion other faés alfo. It is not unufual, 
when woodcocks firfl arrive, to obferve 
on ¢ertain days forty or fifty of themin a 
{mall coppice. I know that a games 
keeper on an eftate near the Maine, killed 
eighteen of them in a wood of very fmall 
extent, where he found more than eighty. 
At Benauville, in Low Normandy, about 
a league from the fea, during the Chritt- 
mas holidays, another game-keeper killed 
a dozen in the morning, in a very thor€ 
{pace of time, in a long thick hedge, 
which bordered a pafture-field, where he 
found a number of them. ‘He immedi- 
ately went and informed his matter of 
this circumftance, who came and beat 
the hedge again, but found only two. 
A fkilful {portiman of Abbeville, in 

Picardy 
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Picardy, (Mr. de Beaupre) wrote to me, 
that on All Saints day, of the year 1784, 
he killed ten in the wood of Bonance, 
fituated a league from the city; that he 
did not arrive there till towards fun-fett- 
ing, elfe he might have killed four times 
as many, as they were remarkably nu- 
merous: that the fame day a game-keeper, 
who was fthooting at fome diltance from 
him, killed alfo ten or twelve; and that 
a league and a half thence, a gentleman 
of the fame canton, an officer belonging 
to the Count D’Artois, fired great part of 
the day, in a {mail wood, called. the wood 
of Pontoile, and killed nearly the fame 
number. He adds, that having returned 
next morning to the fame fpot, he did 
not fee one; and that when the wood- 
cocks arrive, it is not uncommon to find 
them in fuch numbers in the place where 
he refides. Were it true that wood- 
cocks arrive one by one, or two by twa, 
how is it poflible that they thould be col. 
leGted together in fuch numbers in {rots of 
fo {mall extent? Itappears therefore high- 
Jy probable, that they arrive in flocks. 


That bird of tie fouthern pro 
vinces, by the vulgar in Provence 
called Grandoule, frequents only vaft 
uncultivated plains, particularly that 
of La Crau, near Arles, where more 
of them are found than any where 
elfe. 


They are feen in fufficient plenty, con- 
finues Mr. Marolles, in a very extenlive 
plain, which is only fand and gravel, 
called the plain of Diou, three leagues to 
the north-eatt of Orange. They are 
known in that canton by the name of 
Taragoule. This bird is of the fize of a 
wood pigeon, its beak and legs refemble 
thofe of a partridge, but they are both 
fhorter; its plumage approaches near to 
that of the golden plover, It never 
perches on trees, and makes its neit in 
the earth; it is nota bird of paflage ; 
it is more inconftant in its habitation 
than the partridge, and is found at all 
feafons in La Crau. It feeds upon dif- 
ferent kinds of grain, is very wild, and 
is remarkably fhy in futfering any one to 
approach it. Thefe birds are accuftomed 
to come every morning to the water, to 
eat and to wath themlelves. On account 
of this cuftom, the fowlers near La Crau, 
make {mall drains from the canals, which 
traverfe this plain, in order to form a 
{mall lake, upon the borders of which 
they watch for them, concealed in a hut; 
they muft however be very quick in firing, 
for they do not itop, but immediately 
fly away as foon as they have twallowed 
tywo or three gulps of water, On the 


plain of Diou, near Orange, the fporif- 
men purfue a different method; they 
place themfelves in a cart, or fome other 
carriage of the fame kind, which they 
caufe to advance flowly, turning always 
towards the flock, until they are near 
enough to fire and do execution. 

Among all the birds which Buffon has 
defcribed, [ find none that correfponds 
to this, the defcription of which was fent 
me by a fkilful fportfman of Provence; 
but I am perfuaded that it is the fame as 
that called Angel, in the neighbourhood 
of Montpelief, which Salerne fays has 
been erroncoufly confounded with the 
wood-pigeon, being nearer related to the 
{fpecies of the partridge, than to that of 
the pigeon. 


The author long confidered as peli- 
cans, thofe extraordinary birds, which 
were killed about twenty-eight years 
ago, in one of the ponds belonging 
to the Abbey of La Trappe. . 


Being in thefe cantons, fays he, about 
the time when that happened, I heard 
mention made of them, but as of birds 
which nobody knew. As I had then no 
great inducement to inquire into the par- 
tculars of this faét, I did not pay much 
attention to it; but recolle@ting it fome 
time ago, when I began to think of pub- 
lifhing this treatife, I refolved to make 
my refearches upon the {pot, and to pros 
cure, if poffible, fome farther infarmation 
refpeéting thefe birds. I was not very 
fanguine in my expectations of fucceeding, 
alter fuch a lapfe of time ; but from certain 
particulars which I communicated to a 
friend who refides in the country, he> 
found out the identical game-keeper, wha 
alone killed thefe three birds, being then 
in the fervice of the Abbey of La Trappe. 
I procured a relation of the faé, written 
by the game-keeper himfeif, from which 
it refults, that the birds in queftion were 
not pelicans, but birds really unknown, 
the defeription of which is not ta be found 
in any work of natural hiftory; I have 
therefore thought proper to give it here, 
as being interefting not oily to fportfinen, 
but alfo to naturalifts. The relation, 
which ] give in hig own words, is as fol- 
lows, 

‘* In the year 1758, between the 20th and 
‘the 25th of November, walking along 
* the borders of the pond of Chaumont, 
** which is the neareft to the houfe, I per- 
** ceived three birds of a monftrous fize, 
‘6 which were at the diftance of about 
“(thirty paces from the brink. TI ap- 
** proached foftly, by creeping onall fours, 
“left they fhould fly away. The three 
“ formed a triangle, and were about half 
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$f 4 footdiflantone from another, I fired 
‘at them with large thot, butit made no 
; impreflion, neither did they attempt to 
e'cape; they advanced only, without 
* exténding their wings, to the diftance 
of thirty arcs farther into the poud. 
oe | again loaded, with {wan fhot, and fired 
* a fecond time, by which I broke the 
* wing pf one ef them, which quitted its 
companions, and retired tothe middle of 
** the pond, while the reft advanced alon 
** the bank. I then loaded with ball, ~ | 
** fring a third time, killed one of them, 
** the ball having paffled thropgh its neck ; 
** this happened = fun-fet. Next morn- 
* ing, very early, J returned, when I per- 
'€ ceived the two birds not far from: the 
** thore. The one, the wing of which Ihad 


** broken, returned to the middle-of the’ 


** pond. 1 drew out the other which U kill- 
** ed with a ball, and the other, with the 
** broken wing, toncealed itfelf in fome 
! reeds. The day following I went back, 
€* very early, and perceived it in the mid- 
€€ dle of the pond, the diftance to which 
** was at leaft cne hundred and fifty paces. 
SI begar to fire at it with ball, and the 
* fifth time I happened to wound it fo 
** much, that I obliged it to retire from 
the water. I quickly reached the place 
** where it was, and firing again, kilied 
$* it on the fpot, 

** The male was five feet in length, from 
{*the point of the bill tothe feet, and 
*t weighed twenty-two pounds; the bill 
* and legs were red; tne feet were webbed 
*t like thofe of a goofe, and as Jarge'as the 
‘* open hand; the legs were covered with 
* fcales, like thofe of a fith; on the tap 
** of the head there was a plume of fea- 
* thers, about an inch in height, and of 
$* a dark-brown color; the plumage of 
§* the back was likethat of the wild duck; 
** the fore part of the neck and the lower 
** part of the belly were of a whitith grey, 
§* and the tail, except in fize, refembled 
** that of the goofe The wings, when 
* extended, were feven feet in length, 
** compreliending the body; the quill 
** feathers were as large as a moulded 
** candle of twelve to the pound, and the 
** bill was four inches in thicknefs, and 
‘¢ five and a half im length, and as fharp 
** as a pair of fciffars. 

*{ The females weighed only eighteen 
#* pounds, were halfa foot Jefs in length, 
** had no plume on their heads, and were 
“ of a browner color than the male, 
without any mixture of whitifh grey.— 
** Their feathers ‘were extremely {mooth 
** on thehelly, and fpeckled like the wild 
#* duck. No pérfon knew thelfc birds — 
§© They muft have been very nituch fatigued, 
* fince they never attempted to fly. This 
* is a defeription of thefe birds, as fill 
$* and faithfyl as it is true that I am called 
** Bou_izy, game-keeper to the Mare 
§ chione's de Viennay." 
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Though, according to the defcriptian of 
thefe birds, their bills; their feathers; &e. 
it evidently appeared that they were not pe- 
licans, yet, fearing that Mr. Boulley might 
not have exaétly remembered every perti- 
tular refpeéting their coriformation,! wrote 
to him again, to enquire whether they had 
not under theirthroats that large bag which 
belongs to pelicatis only; upon which I 
received from him the following anfwer, 
dated January the esth, 1787. 

** The birds; Sir, which I have had 
‘* the honor of deftribing to you, had nd 
‘* bag, as you mention, and they did not 
‘f even appear to’ be voracious. “Their 
*- throats were fo fmall, that they could 
* have fwallowed nothing larger than afi 
“ egg, and no fifh were found in their giz+ 
‘* gards, owing, perhaps, to: their having 
“ digefted them in the long flight which 
“* they had made; for they had not been 
**long in the pond before I obfetved 
“them. One of them was eat at Nuife- 
© ment, and wag found to be good, though 


not delicate, Every body could éat of 
S64e,"* 


From thefe articles the reader may 
perceive that this work is worthy the 
attention, not only of the fportfman, 


but alfo of the naturalift. 


Tue Natura History or Ovi- 
PAROUSQUADRUPEDFS AND SER~ 
pents. Fy the Count de Ia 
Cepede, Keeper of the King’s Ca- 
binet, and Member of the Royal Acax 
demies and Societies of Dijon, Lyons, 
Beurdeaux, Tauloufey Metz, Rome, 
Stockholm, Fe, Vol. I. Quarto, 
Paris. 1788. 


(Concluded from our laft) 


IF the crocodile is the largeft and 
the ftrongeft of lizards, the guana is the 
moft remarkable for the beauty of jts 
colors, the fplendor of its {cales, and 
the fingularity of its conformation.— 
This animal, as well as the greater 
part of the large fpecies of lizards, is 
found in America, which feems to be 
the country of oviparors quad rupedes. 
This obfervation has given rife to the 
following refleétions, which we thalt 
tranfcribe, in order that the reader 
may form fome idea of the Count de 
la Cepede's ftyle, and of the orna- 
ments with which he has embellithed 
this part of natural hiftory. . 
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In thefe countries of South America, 
nature, €xercifing its power with the 
greateft a@tivity, fends down from the 
fofty fummits of the Cordileras, finmenfe 
torrents, the waters of whith, furcading 
with uncontrouled liberty, overflow the 
diftant plaitis, where thé hand of-indultry 
has never oppofced* any moiind to’ chéck 
their courfe.. While ifittenfe forefts’ of 
aged trees cover the flimy banks of ‘thefe 
rapid rivers, the warmt and vivifying 
moifturé by which théy are watered, be- 
@omes an ‘unexhaittible fource ‘of nourith- 
ment to the eternal verdure with which 
they are crowned ; figns Continually re- 
viving of a boupdlefs fecundity, where 
nature, with all ‘thé vigér of youth, {eems 
to také delight intréafuring up her pro- 
lifié feeds:' Thefe vaft folitudcs ‘do not 
give birth to vegetables only ; nature bath 

iven to theirimmenfe produ@ions, varie- 
fy. motion, and life. Until man fhall extend 
his ‘rein over thefe vat forttis, they are 
the abode of feveral animals, ‘fome of 
Which, “by the beatty of they fcales, the 
fplendor of’ their colors, the vivacity of 
their motions, the agility of their courfe, 
and others by the beauty of their plumage, 
fie elegance of their ornaments, the. ra- 

idity oftheir fight, and all, by the di- 
verfity of their forms, Convey a grand and 
magnificent idea cf thofe valt countries of 
the lew world, and exhibit’a [cene equally 
Vatiegated and itmmenfe! On one iide is 
heard the noife of waters, rolling on with 
a majefti¢ courfe ; on the other, foaming 
cafcades dafh with athundeting noife from 
lofty ‘rocks, while clouds of vapor refle& 
at'a diftance the dazzling {plendor of the 
fan’s tiys: Here the enamel of Jowers is 
united With the brilliant verdure of the 
foil, which is eclipfed by the fill more 
brilliant and variegated plumage of the 
birds. There the moft lively colors, be- 
caufe they proceed from the {mootheil bo- 
dies, form the ornament of thofe huge ovi- 
parous quadrupedes’ and large lizards, 
which one is-aftonifhed to fee decorating 
the fummits of the trees, and fharing in 
the habitations of the winged tribes. 


The fleth of the guana is excellent 
food; for this reafon it is eagerly 
fought after by hunters, although it 
is a mild, pacific animal, and even fo 
ftupid that it may be eafily taken alive. 

e hunter carries with him a long 


pole, to the end of which is faftened’: 


a {mall cord, in the form of a noofe; 
as foon as he peréeives a guana, he 
begins to whiitle ; the lizard, which 
takes pleafure in -hearing him, ad- 
vances its head, while the hunte gra- 


@ually approachgs, fill whiitlng.— 


With the end of his pole, he tickles 
the fides and throat of the guana, 
which, far from refufing thefe ca- 
reffes, turns round gently, and appears 
to enjoy them with much pleafure.— 
Seduced by the whiltling of thehunter 
aud the tickling of the pole, it thruits 
its head beyond the branches fo far as 
to put its neck into the noofe,” upon 
which the hunter gives a fudden and 
fmart pull, which makes it fall ro the 
earth ; he then feizes it by the bortom 
6f the tail, puts it under his feet, and 
treading upon it with hiswhole weight, 
fallens its Iegs together, and ties up 
its mouth, 

The Count de la Cepede is at great 
pains to refute various prejudices and 
popular tales refpeéting feveral kinds 
of lizards. Yor example, what chi- 
merical properties haye not fome attri- 
buted to the camelzon? It has been 
pretended that icoften changes its form; 
that it has no particular color, and 
that itafiames the color of whatever 
objects it approaches ; and laftly, thar it 
feeds only upon air. Ithas been made 
the emblem of the flatterer and the 
courtier ; but the cameleon of the poets 
is only an imaginary being, which has 
nothing in common with thecameleon 
of nature. The latter is a lizard, the 
eyes and fect of which are indeed 
formed in a very fingular. manner; 
but which however aitords no founda- 
tion for thofe fables which have been 
propagated refpetting it, except for 
its faculty of prefenting to the fight 
different thades and tints, according 
to the different dire¢tions in which the 


OF che it seen S08 himsher: 
uy Fay © the fan fall upos iss bedv, and 


according to the dierent paffions by 
which it is agitated. ‘This diverfity 
depends alfo upon climate, age, and 
fex; and it is eafy in general to de- 
termine what is the true colour of the 
cameleon. It appears, that its ordina- 
ry color is a kind of grey, more or lefs 
dark. As its kin is not covered with 
fcales, like that of the greater part of 
lizards, it is fine and tranfparent, and 
can tranfmit to the furface, by brown, 
green, or yellow fpots, the expreffion 
of various changes, which external 
objects effect on its blood and humors. 

One 
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One very remarkable property of the 
cameleon is, that it can confiderably 
dilate, and afterwards contraét differ- 
ent parts of its body. 

What abfurd wonders have not been 
related of the falamander? Some will 
have it that this {mall lizard can re- 
main jn the midét of fire without being 
confumed. The s have drawn 
from it a number of comparifons, 
amorous emblems, and lively devices. 
They thought that the falamander, 
which could refift the action of fire, 
could alfoextinguith it. Quacks and 
impoftors fold to the populace this 
little animal, which, when thrown 
into the greateft conflagration, could, 
as they pretended, fufpend its progrefs. 
None of thefe qualities has been given 
by nature to the falamander. Far 
from being able to live in the midft of 
flames, it is even aftaid of the heat of 
the fun, and feeks for the fhade and 


moifture. 

The hafilifk was long confidered .as 
a dreadful animal, the piercing looks 
of which were armed with death.— 
The lizard, however, to which nata- 
ralifts at prefent give the name of ba- 
filifk, ** far from killing by its looks, 
as the fabulous animal of the fame 
name, may be viewed with pleafure, 
when animating the folitude of the 
immenfe forefts of America, it darts 
with rapidity from branch to branch ; 
or when in an attitude of repofe, and 
tempering its natural vivacity, it tef- 
tifies a kind of farisfaction to thofe who 
behold ir, adorns itfelf, as oné may 
fay, with its crown, gently agitates 
its beautiful creft, lowers or raifes it, 
and, by the various reflections of its 
feales, conveys to the eyes‘of the fpec- 
tator, the moft beautiful undulations 
of light.” E 

But it is-upon the Dragon particu- 
larly, that the imagination of poets and 
romance writers has been employed, 
and our ingenious author himfelf de- 
{cribes, with a kind of poetical enthu- 
fiefm, the errors which have been — 
pagated refpetting this {mall lizard. 


This name of Dragon always conveys an 
extraordinary idea; the memory readily 
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recalls whatever we have heard mentioned 
concerning this celebrated moniter; the 
imagination becomes heated by the re- 
membrance of thofe grand images which 
it has prefented to the poetical genius; a 
kind of fear gets poffeffion of timorous 
hearts, and curiofity is awakened in every 
mind. The ancients and the moderns 
have both fpoken of the dragon. Contg- 
crated by the religion of the earlieft peo- 
ple, having become the obje& of their 
mythology, the minifter of the will of the 
gods, the guardian of their treafures, ferv- 
ing their love and their hatred, obedient 
to the power of enchantreffes, and entering 
even into the divine allegories of the moft 
facred colle&tions, it has been celebrated 
by the firft poets, and pourtrayed with all 
the colors that could embellith ity form; 
the principal ornament of pious fables, in- 
vented in the remoteft ages, fubdued by 
heroes, and even by young heroines, who 
combated for a divine law, adopted bya 
fecond mythology, which placed fairies 
upon the throne of the ancient enchans 
treffes ; become the emblem of the f{pien- 
did atchievements of valiant knight-er- 
rants, it has enlivened the poetry of the 
moderns, as it animated that of the an- 
cients ; proclaimed by the fevere voice of 
hiftory ; every where celebrated, every 
where dreaded, and exhibited under all 
its forms; always clothed with the great- 
eft power; deftroying the viétims of its 
fury by a fingle look, tranfporting itfelf 
through the clouds with the velocity of 
lightning, ftriking like a thunderbolt, 
diflipating the obfcurity of night by the 
brightnefs of its {parkling cyes; uniting 
the agility of the eagle, the ftrength of the 
lion, and the fize of a ferpent ; fometimes 
affuming even the human figure; endued 
with an intelligence almoft divine, and 
adored even at prefent in the vaft king- 
doms of the caft, the dragon has been 
all things, and has been found every 
where but innature. This fabulous being 
will however always exiit in the happy 
productions of a fertile imagination ; it 
will long embellith the bold images of 
bewitching poetry ; the recital of its mar- 
vellous power will charm the leifure of 

thofe who fometimes have need of bein 
tranfported to the regions of fancy, re 
who are defirous of feeing truth drefled 
out with the ornaments of agreealsle fic- 
tron. But, in the place of this fantaftical 
being, what do we find in reality? An 
animal, as fmall as it is weak; an inno- 
cent and harmlefs lizard, and the moft 
defencelefs of oviparous quadrupedes, 
which, by a particular conformation, has 
the faculty of tranfporting itfelf with agi- 
lity, and of flying from bough to’ bough 
inthe foreft which it inhabits, The kind 
of wings with which it is provided, 
its 
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its body thaped like that of the lizard, 
and its affinity to ferpents, have eftablifh- 
ed fome diftant refemblance between this 
fmall animal and the imaginary monfter of 
which we have fpoken, and induced fa- 
turalifts to give it the name of Dra- 


goa. 


After having fpoken of tortoifes 
and lizards, the author examines fuch 
of thefe animals as have no tail ; 
the want of this part is a conftant and 
very apparent chara¢teriilick which 
feparates this clafs frém the firft. Ovi- 
parous quadrupedes, deftitute of tails, 
are alfo much fmaller, and their bo- 
dies are not covered with fcales. Their 
fkin, which is of various degrees of 
hardnefs, is covered with tubercles 
and excrefcences, coated over with a 
vifcous kind of humour. The Count de 
la Cepede divides this clafs of ovipa- 
rous quadrupedes without tails into 
three genera; which are common, 
frogs, rane arborea, or frogs which 
frequent trees, and teads. It is a 
great misfortune for frogs, that they 
refemble fo odious an animal as the 
toad ; this apparent refemblance caufes 
the imagination to confound the two 
fpecies, and it is a piece of great 
injuftice, which does much injury. to 
the reputation of the frog. ad 
toads never exifted—had we not thefe 
hideous objects of comparifon con- 
ftantly before our eyes, fays our au- 
thor, the frog would appear to us as 
agreeable in its conformation as dif- 
tinguifhed by its qualities. Let us 
rife therefore above prejudice, let us 
furmount an ill-founded averfion, 
and when we ftray through the fields, 
let us with pleafure behold the banks of 
the rivulets embellifhed by the colors 
of thefe innocent animals, and, ani- 
mated by the agility of their motion ; 
let us contemplate their little ma- 
~neeuvres, and let us follow them with 
our eyes through the middle of the 
reset poe the folitude of which 
they often enliven, without difturbing 
their repofe. 

However well-difpofed our author 
may be in favor of frogs, he is forced 
to allow that their voice is not agree- 
able, and that nature never intead- 


ed them to be the muficians of our 
plains. 


The hoarfe and difagreeable founds 
with which they fill the air, are calculated 
only to difturd the tranquillity of the 
beautiful nights of f{ummer ; that enchant- 
ing filence which reigns through the green 
meads, on the banks of fome ftill foun- 
tain, whenthe moon illuminates with her 
calm beams that rural retreat where all 
beings would enjoy the charms of the cool 
air, of repofe, and of the delicious odor 
of the flowers, and where all the fenfes 
would be enwrapt in fweet extacy, were 
not that of hearing violently affailed by 
founds equally ftrong and harfh, and 
croakings perpetually renewed. 


The ranz arborex poffefs vivacity 
and agility in a more eminent degree 
than common frogs; their height which 
is lefs, makes them appear prettier ; 
but what gives them a very advanta- 
geous diftinction, is the faculty they 
have of being able to adhere to the 
branches and leaves of trees, by means 
of fmall vifcous knobs which they 
have under their toes. It is very 
fingular to fee thefe aquatic animals 
fharing in the habitation of birds. 


However, fays the author, that no un- 
favorable prejudice may exift againi 
them, let us examine their lively colors, 
united with the verdure of the leaves, 
and the enamel of the flowers ; let us re- 
mark their ftratagems and cunning; let 
us follow them with our eyes when in 
purfuit of their prey ; let us behold them 
darting to the diftance of feveral feet, 
and adhering with great facility to the 
leaves, even with their backs downwards, 
and placing themfelves in an attitude, 
which might appear altogether wonderful, 
were we not acquainted with the organ 
which has been given them, in order to 
enable them to adhere to the fmootheft 
furface; fhall we not then find as much 
pleafure in beholding them, as in examine 
ing the plumage, the mancuvres, and 
the flight of various {pecies of birds ? 


The Count de la Cepede feems 
relutantly to give an extenfive place 
in his Natural Hiftory to an animal, 
fo hideous and difgufting as the toad. 
He expreffes with much energy and 
eloquence, his -averfion to this ugly 
animal, and his indignation againft 
it 
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For a long time, fays he, univerfal be- 
lief has afixed an idea of horror to this 
difguiting animal, the approach of which 
Mocks evéry ferife ; that kind of averfion 
which we feel on difcovering it, is pro- 
duced evén by the imagé which the me- 


mory piefénts. Many people fearcely 
eer think of it, without fhuddering, 
and thofe of a weak conftitution and deli- 
cate nérve§, when they recal the idea of 
it, think they feel in their veins that icy 
cold, which is faid to accompany the 
touch of the toad; every thing in it is 
loathfome, even its very name, which is 
become the fign of the greateit deformity 

We are always attonifhed to fee it 
ebnftitute a lafting {pecies fo much the 
wider difperfed, as it is able to endured 
aimoit all climates, and as feveral neigh- 
bouring: {péciés unite with ut to form a 

merous family, One is almoft tempt- 
4 to.confiderthis animal as the fortuitous 
produ@tion of putrefattion and humidity, 
as one of the fports of naturé ; and we 
cannot imagine how this common mother, 
who fo often unites fo many. beautiful 
proportions and agreeable colors, and 
who has given even to different fpecies gf 
fiogs, a kind of elegance and neatnefs, 
ffiould have beltowed upon the toad fo 
hideous a form; nor muft we.believe, 
that an arbitrary agreement of fentiments 
makes it be looked upon as one of the 
uglieft beings in nature, for it appears 
deformed in all its parts. If, it has paws, 
they do not raife its difproportionate 
body above the earth which it inhabits’; 
if it Has eyes, they are not intended to 
receive the light, whichit fhans. as 
of ftinking or poifonons herbs, conceale 
in its hole, fquatting under heaps of ftones, 
or hid in the cdverus of fome rock, filthy 
in its habitation, difgefting in its madher 
of living, deformed in its body, having 
a dark color, and an infeétious breath, 
never rifing but with dithculty, opening 
when attacked a hideous mouth, havide 
no other power but that of refilting fevere 
blows; ina@tive in its mafs, obitinate- 
ly ftupid, and employimg no other 
arms but a fotid liquor, which it fpurts 
forth, what good attends it, except thdt 
of feeking, if one may fay fo, to con- 
ceal itfelf from view, by fhuniing the 
light of the day ? 


The author gives‘an account of the 
manner in whichitoads live, and'of their 
copulation, which contintes feven or 
expt days, ahd even tweiity, when the 
feafon or the climate is cold. Both the 
male and’ the female crodk without 
céafing, and the male often fends 
forth a loud grunting kind of a cry, 
when any one attempts to feparate 
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hi from the female, or when he fees 


another male approach, which he 


bétiolds with paifion, and endeavours’ 


to drive away, by. ftretching out his 
hind claws. Whatever wounds may, 
be given him he never quits her; if 
he is feparated from her by force, he 
returns as foon as he is at liberty, 
and renews his careffés, although he 
may be deprived of feveral of his 
limbs, and covered with bleeding 
wounds. The author relates what 
has beén faid of toads found in trees, 
or ftones, which he very much doubts ; 
but he allows, that they may live eigh- 
téen months, thut up in boxes clofely 
fealed down, without any nourifh- 
meat. 

Among the curious objeéts which 
render this work truly valuable, is an 
account of a biped, which has never 
yet been defcribed by any naruralitt. 
The author names it Le Cavnele. Ie 
was found in Mexico, by Mr. Velof- 
quet, a léarned Spaniard, who fent it 


‘to Mr. Polony .an able phyfician of 


the ifland of St. Domingo, from 
whence it was bronght to Krance, by 
the Governor's laly, the Countefs 
de Fontapges, who preferved it with 
a care and an attention, which one 
could have hardly expeéted that .a 
bedity would beitow upon a reptile, 
much more calculated. to create dif 
gult, than to afford pleafure. ‘ 

As a man of letters and a naturalift, 
the Count de la Cepede merits, with- 
out reftriction, the Frighett praifes, for 
the exacinefs of his refearches, the 
extent of hiS erudition, the juftnefs 
and depth of his views, the found 
criticifm and philofOpliy which cha- 
ra¢terife his obfervations, and the 
order and method. which we have 
obferved in thé expofition. of his 
ideox, In this refpe@, he may be 
pat upon @ parallel with Buffon ; bat 
aga writer we confider him faulty. 
The Count has not. fufficient com- 


mand over his imagination, naturally’ 


bti¢ht and lively; he Livithes without 
referve all the treafutes of eloquence 
amd: poetry, accumulates the moft 
magnificent) epithets difplays a lux- 
uriancy of elocution, which would 
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be tedious in an oration, and lofes 
himfelf in figures and ornaments, 
which would be fiiperfluous even in a 
poem; the multitude of defcriptive 
and fonorous words which he throws 
together at random, weakens and 
obfcures his thoughts. His fentences 
are numerous and well turned ; but 
the harmony of his language is not 
always fufficiently pure, fimpbe and 
corre&t ; it is often interrupted by 
breaks, and-is often only a found -of 
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words with- very little meaning.— 
The Count de la Cepede, therefore, 
wants nothing to make him a very 
diftinguifhed writer, and a rival 
wofthy of Buffon, but a chafter and 
more delicate tafte,. more precifion 
and neatnefs, and more economy in 
the richnefs of ftyle. 

The plates which ornament this 
volume, forty-one in number, are 
beautifal and curious, and every 
way fuited to the merit of the work. 


BRITISH PUBLICATIONS. 


Oricinar Anecpotes of Peter 
the Great, collected from the Con- 
werfation of feveral Perfons of Diftinc- 
tion, at Peterfourgh and Mofcow, by 
Mr. Stzhlin, Member of the Impe- 
rial Academy, at Peterfourgh, 8v0. 
London, 1788. Murray. 


ETER the Firft, or, as he is juftly 
ftyled, Peter’ the Great, was a 
prince of fuch extraordinary talents, 
that any anecdotes concerning him, if 
properly authenticated, mutt prove 
ighly gratifying to the public. 

When we confider the difficulties 
with which this great man had to 
ftruggle, the dangers he encountered, 
the obitacles he removed, and the 
hardihips to which he: fubmitted, in 
order to accomplifh his ends, we fhall 
be at a lofs whether moft to admire 
his penetrating fagacity, or his in- 
vincible refolution. A celebrated an- 
cient biographer has remarked, that 
a few anecdotes, which to fome might 
appear trifling, often convey a better 
ila of the manners and difpofition 
of a great man, than the moft‘pom- 

s relation of his battles and fieges. 

n this remark there is mach juftnefs, 
and we are of opinion, that the pre- 
fent volume contains many particulars 
which will throw great light upon the 
character of the Legiflator of Raffia. 

In his preface, Mr. Seehlin tells us 


by what fortunate ‘circumftances he 


was enabledo collect theleiaserciling 


anecdotes. In 1735, he fet out from 
Drefden to Peterfburgh, whither he 
had been invited, to fill a vacant feat 
in the Academy of Sciences. Upon 
this occafion, Count Bruhl, Prime 
Minifter to the King of Poland, gave 
him a letter of introduétion to the 
Count of Lynar, Envoy Extraordi- 
nary from King Auguftus to the 
Court ef Ruflia, by whom he was re- 
ceived in the moft honorable man- 
ner, and treated with the greateft 
friendfhip. This attention procured 
Mr. Steblin the acquaintance of fe- 
veral perfons of diftinétion, both Ruf- 
fians and foreigners, many of whom 
had not only ferved in the fleet and 
army, or held civil employments un- 
der Peter the Great, but had alfo. been 
much about his perfon. Some of 
thefe noblemen, knowing that our au- 
thor propofed to colleé&t whatever 
anecdotes he might hear of their il- 
luftrious majfter, encouraged him in 
his defign, and readily communicated 
thofe which had come to their know- 
ledge. Mr. Stzhlin had ftill better 
opportunities of enriching his collec- 
tion, by being honored with the a 
intment of tutor to the Great Duke 
eodorowitich, and afterwards with 
that of librarian, on his marriage. 
We thall feleét a few of thefe anec- 
dotes, for the entertainment of our 
readers. The following will ferve to 
difplay Peter’s inflexibility, and his 
rigid adherence to juftice, ate 
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Czar Peter, at the age .of twenty-five, 
was feized with an inflammatory fever, 
which brought him to the brink of the 
grave. Scarcely any hope was entertained 
of his recovery ; the confternation was 
general, and conftant prayers were offered 
up in the churches for the eftablifhment 
ot his health, At this conjunéture, the 
erimina! judge, according to an ancient 
cuftom, came to wait'on him, and to afk 
if’ it would not be proper to reprieve 
nine criminals under fentence of death, 
for murder, rapine, and highway robbe- 
ries, in order that they might offer up 
prayers to heaven for his recovery. 

The fick Prince ordered the judge to 
approach his bedfide, and commanded 
him to read aloud the names of the nine 
criminals, and their different indiftments. 
When the judge had finifhed, the Monarch 
faid.to him, in @ feeble voice, ‘* Do you 
**think that by granting impunity to vil- 
‘+ Jains, and by perverting the ¢ourfe of 
** juftice, I fhould perform a good attion, 
** and that heaven, im return, would pro- 
“* long my life? Do you believe that God 

would be propitious to the prayers of 
** affaflins, and profligate wretches, who 
s¢ have forgot his divinity? No: I order 
** you to delay the execution of the fen- 
*¢ tence pronounced againft thefe malefac- 
** tors no longer than till to-morrow, and 
s¢if any thing be capable of obtaining 
“ from heotes the reftoration of my life 
*¢ and health, I hope it will be this aét of 
$+ juitice.”” 


Every one knows that this great 
Monarch gave a new face to the Ruf- 
fian empire, that he rendered it flou- 
sifhing and refpectable, by introduc- 
ing the ftrifeft difcipline among his 
troops, by creating a formidable navy, 
by pcuaeers laces of education for 
the youn ility, and by encourag- 
ing manufactures, arts, and {ciences. 
It 1s likewife well known what uneafi- 
nefs he felt on account of the beha- 
viour of his fon Alexis, who oppofed 
ail his defigns, and endeavoured to 
counteract his: moft ufeful operations. 
This was carried to fuch a length, 
that he was reduced to the di " 
ble peasy 3a extorting a de- 
claration from his fon, by which he 
acknowledged himfelf to be incapable 
of reigning, and to have forfeited all 
his pretenfions to the throne. It ap- 
pears, therefore, that the love of his 


ccunt oyer paternal, af- 
feftio “4 in the’ heart of Toon ‘the 
Wrens. 
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But a {till greater proof of the pas: 
triotic fentiments which induced this 
Prince to facrifice every thing, even 
his own perfon, for the public good, 
is the letter which he wrote to the 
Senate of Peterfburgh, from the camp 
of Pruth, in 1711, when he was. 


blocked up with his whole army, 
deftitute of provifions or refource, by 
a numerous body of Turks, 


In this defperate fituation, from which 
it feemed that nothing but a miracle could 
deliver him, his uneafinefs did not arife 
from his own danger, but from that of 
the flate. He faw, with unfhaken cou- 
rage, the moment draw near, when the 
only alternative left would be to perifh 
with his troops by the Turkith {cimitar, 
or tc furrender himfelf prifoner of war. 
At lait, when he thought all was irreco- 
verably loft, he entered his tent, fat down 
with great tranquility, wrote and fealed 
a letter, and fent for the officer in whom 
he placed the greateft confidence. ‘* Will 
** you undertake,” faid he, “to pafs 
** through the enemy’s camp, and carry 
* a letter to Peterfburgh ?”’ The officer, 
who was well acquainted with the coun- 
try, anfwered in the affirmative, and af- 
fured his Majefty, that his letter fhould 
be delivered, Peter, relying on the word 
of this fervant, gave him the letter, ad- 
dreffed to the Senate, kiffed his forehead, 
and added théfe words. ** Gothen, and 
** God be your guard.” 

Jn nine devs the officer reached the car 
pital, and delivered his letter to the af- 
fembled Senate. The doors were fhut 
while it'was read, and great was the afto- 
nifhment of the affembly when they heard 
what follows: 

** I have to inform you, that, deceived 

“ by falfe intelligence, and from no neg- 
“ le& of my own, I find myfelf blocked 
“up in my camp, by a Turkith ar- 
‘“‘ my, four times more numerous than 
“ mine... My providions are intercepted, 
‘*and we, are on the point of being cut 
** to pieces, or taken prifoners, if Hed- 
“ven affift us not, by fome unexpetted 
‘means. If I fhould happen to be taken 
“by the Turks, I defire you to confider 
“ me no longer as your Czar, or Lord, 
** nor to pay attention to any order that 
‘may be browgnt o in my name, 
“ even if you fhould perceive the- hand, 
‘« writing to be mine; but to wait till I 
«+ come im -perfon: or,-if 1am doomed 
Sto die here, and you thall receive well- 
“ authenticated accounts of my death, 
** you. will proceed to ele& the moft wore 
— jaaieap-pol fof-my effor.” * 


e original ef this letter is fill exift- 
ing 

















‘Engin the cabinet of Peter the Great, at 
the imperial palace in Peteriburgh, a- 
mong a multitutle of other papers in his 
“own handwriting: Prince Michaila Mich- 
ailovitz Stcherbatoff, who has the cate of 
them, has fhown them to feveral perfoiis 
of ‘diftinguifhed rank. 


Peter had ftudied with great at- 
‘tention the difference of character 
in the individuals of the principal na- 
tions of Europe. He was well ac- 
quainted with their manner of living 
and thinking, amd, in confequence of 
this knowledge, Jaid down rules for 
his own behaviour towards thofe 
whom he invited to his dominions. 


Onc day, when he was at the admiralty, 
where the appointment of- feveral fo- 
rcigners was in agitation, he took occa- 
fion to {peak of the manner of treating 
them, their difpofitions, abilities, and 
inclinations, and particularly concerning 
the quantum of falary that fhould be al- 
lotted to each. 

“To a Frenchman,” faid he, ‘* good 

ay may be given: he is a man of plea- 
* ek who does not amafs money, but 
** fpends whatever he carns. The cafe is 
“nearly the fame with a German: he 
“loves good living, and fearcely faves 
“any thing. An Englifhman Tequires 
“ fomething more: he will enjoy him- 
‘*fel€ at any rate, fhould he even be 
‘* obliged to have recourfe to his own 
* evedit, As to a Dutchman, he fearcely 
“eats fufficient to fatisfy nature, and 
* thimks of nothing. but of eeconomifing ; 
** Jefs, therefore, will ferve him : and lets 
“* hill will ferve an Italiana, who is natu- 
‘** rally fo parfimonious, that he always 
“ i much money: he does not 
‘© even make a myftery of it, but con- 
* feffes, without referve, that he ferves 
*“‘abroad with no. other view than to 
** accumulate fufficient to live upon here- 
** after at his cafe, in his paradife, his dear 
s* Italy, where money is fearce.”’ 


We have often heard. that Peter, in 
the éarlieft part of his life, had an an 
tipathy to water, or was feized with 
a kind of horror on the fight of that 
element; but it will, no doubt, 
pear ftill more aftonifhing, that he 
fhould be afraid. of a {mall infect. 


Nothing, fays Mr. St@htin, was fo much 
the objet of the Czar’s antipathy, as a 
black infeé& of twerfearabeus or beetle 
kind, which brecds in houfes that are not 
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kept clean, and ¢fpecially in places wher® 
meal and other provifions aré depofited- 
In the country, the walls and ceilings of 
the peafants’ hotfes are covered with 
them, particularly in Ruffia, where they 
abound more than in any other part. of 
the world. They are there called taracan; 
but our naturalifts give them the name of 
dermefte, or diffeéting fcarabeus. 
Although the Ruffian Monarch was far 
from being fubje& to childifh fears, or 
womanifh faricies, one of thefe infeéts 
fufheed to drive him out of an apart- 
ment; nay, even out of the houfe. In 
his frequent journics in his own domi- 
nions, he never went into a houfe without 
having his apartment carefully {wept, by 
one of his own fervants, and being affut- 
ed that there were no taracaus to fear.— 
One day he paid a vifit to an officer, who 
flood pretty high in his efteeni, at his 
country houfe, which was built of wood, 
ata little diftance fromrMofcow. The Czar 
exprefied his fatisfation with what was 
oftered him, and with the order he ob- 
ferved in the houfe. The company fat 
down to table, and dinner was already 
begun, when he afked his landlord if there 
were taracans in his houfe. “ Not 
“ many,”’ teplied the officér, without re- 
fle&ting ; “ and the better to get rid of 
“them, I have pinned a living one to 
‘the wall.” At the fame time he 
pointed to the place where the infe@ was 
pmned, and ftill continued to ralpitate. 
Unfortunately, it was juft befide the Czar, 
in whom the unexpeéted fight of this ob- 
je&of his. averfion produced fo mach emo- 
tion, that he rofe inftantly from table, 
gave the officer a violent blow, and left 
his houfe, with all his attendants, 


In the cabinet of natural ‘hiftory of 
the academy of Peterfburgh, among 
a number of things, is preferved, Li- 
fette, a favourite gre shee! of the 
Ruffian Monarch. This animal was 
very fond of her mafter; fhe never 
quitted him but when he went out, 
and then the laid herfelf down on his 
couch. At. his return, fhe teftified 
her fondnefs by a thoufand careffes, 
aad, during his afternoon nap, lay 
always at his feet. 


A perfon belonging tothe court, having 
excited the anger of the Czar, I do not 
know by what means, was confined in 
the fort, and there was reafon to fuppofé 
that he would receive the punifhment of 
the knout, on the firft market day. 

The whole Court, and the Emprefs her- 
felf thought him innocent, and confidered 
Aaas the 





372 


the anger of the Czar as exceffive and un- 
jut. Evesy means was tried to fave him, 
and the firft opportunity taken to inter- 
cede in his favor. But fo far from fuc- 
ceeding, it ferved only to irritate the Em- 
peror the more, who forbad all! perfons, 
even the Emprefs, to {peak for the pri- 
foner, and, above all, to prefent any pe- 
tition on the fubje&, under pain of incur- 
xing his higheft difpleafure. 

It was fuppofed that no refource re- 
mained to faye the culprit However, 
thofe wha, in concert wjth the Czarina in- 
terefted therfelves in his favor, devifed 
the means of prefenting a petition, with- 
out incurring the penalty of the prohibition. 

They compofed a fhort, but pathetic 
a in the name of Lifette. After 

aving fet forth her uncommon fidelity to 
her mafter, the adduced the ftrongeft 
proofs of innocence of the prifoner, in- 
treated. the Czar to take the matter into 
confideration, and to be propitious to her 
prayer, by granting him his liberty 

This petition wasted to her collar, in 
fuch a manner as to be eafily vilible. 

On the Czar’s return from the admiralty 
and fenate, Lifette, as ufual, came leap- 
ing about him, and he perceived the pa- 
per, folded inthe form of 2 petition. He 
took, and read it, ‘* What!” faid he, 
** Lifette, do you alfo prefent me peti- 
“tions? well, as it :s the fir time, I 
“¢ grant your prayer.’’ He immediately 
fent a denchtchick to the fort, with or- 
ders to fet the prifgner at liberty. 


We fhall conclude our extraéts from 
this work with an account of the 
monuments of Peter the Great, which 
are preferved in the academy of Pe- 
terfburgh. They were depofited there 
afrer his death, and are readily fhewn 
to the lovers of curiofities, 


There is, in the fir place, among the 
partments allotted to the academy, aca- 
inet, in which are the portraits of the 

Czars and Czerinas, and of the Princes and 
Princeffes of the Imperial blood, all paint- 
ed in oil, and copied from the originals, 
from Iwan Waffliowitfch down to the 
Emprefs Elizabeth Petrowna. 

) The cguing ig arpamented with a paint, 
ing, 10 frefco, in which Peterthe Great ig 
reprefented crowned by Immortality with 
a garland of flars. Oppolite the door is a 
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figure in wax of the Czar, as large 98 
life, fitting onathrone, and placed under 
acanopy. He is drefled in a ‘blue filk 
coat, embroidered with filver ; his ftocke 
ings are of a dark red color, with filver 
clocks; his fhoes are old, and newly 
foled, fuch as he ufed to wear. The’ faco 
is modelled after the caft in plafter taken 
at his death, The little wig he wears is 
made of his own hair. Having cut it off 
en aecount of the exceflive heat, during 
the war in Perfia, in 1722, he ordered it 
to be made into this very wig, which he 
kept in his pocket, in the day time, and 
wore at night to guard againft the cold- 
nefs of the noéturnal air. Over his coat 
is the blue ribbon of the order of St. An. 
drew, with the flar, embroidered in 
i on his left breah, and over his 
waiftcoat a {word belt, likewife embroi- 
dered in filver, in which is a hanger, with 
a hilt of jafper, a prefent from King Au- 
guftus. 

This was the drefs worn by Peter, at 
Mofcow, in 1724, when he declared his 
wife Catharine Emprefs, and placed the 
crown upon her head with his own hands, 
This was the firft and laft time of his life 
that he drefled himfelf with fo much mag- 
nificence. The embroidery of both coat 
and belt was the work of the Emprefs and 
her women. 

The face, ‘in which are glafs eyes, to~ 
lerably well executed, has little or no re- 
femblance of the Czar. His cheeks were 
Plump ; but here they are hollow, or flat 
at leaft. This, no doubt, proceeded from 
the preflure of the plafter on the flaccid 
mufcles of the corpfe, an inconvenience 
that the artift thould have re&tified while 
the wax was warm, 

On each fide of the throne is a cabinef, 
containing the clothes wern by the Czar. 
In one is his uniform of colonel of the 
Preobrafchenkki regiment of guards. The 
coat is green, of avery fine Dutch cloth, 
and lined with filk, which appears to 
have been formerly green, but to have 
changed into a kind of blue. ‘The but- 
tons are large, and of copper, gilt. His 
hat,* which is quite plain, is alfo to be 
feen here, as is his gorget of filver, gilt, 
and uniform {word, with a black gripe, 
and copper fheH. There are alfo two 
fpontoons; one he made ufe of in his 
youth, when he raifed a regular company 
of foot ; the other, which is longer by a 
third, when he was made colonel of the 
Prevbraichentki regiment of guards. 


* In the cock of the hat is a hole, made by a mufket ball, in an ation with the 
Swedes. When the Landgravine of Heffe Caffel came to Peterfburgh, in 1775, the 
aid avifitto the cabinet qf curiofities and natural hiftory, at the academy. When 
e faw the figure of Peter the Great, the looked at it for fome time with an air of 
aftonifhment. At the fight of the hat the thowed a ftrong cmption, took it, kiffed 
jt, and cricd out with tranfport, “ Whata great man!” 


In 
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+ In the other cabinet is preferved a 
wailtcoat, of elk-fkin, the fame that he 
wore in all his battles, a pair of jack- 
boots, his night-~cap of coarfe linen, 
with, a green ribbon; a pair of cilored 
worfted ftockings, mended in feveral 
las, anda pair of thoes, which had 
te feveral times foled, and which were 
the laft pair he wore. 

A nail, placed inthe frame of a cabinet 
,door, marks the height of Peter the 
Firft, whofe ftature was> three arfchin, 
wanting two werfhock, Ruffian meature, 
or about fix feet feven inches Englilh. 

In a corner of the fame cabinet is the 
Emperor’s famous dubina. This is. the 
mame given to the Emperor’s cane, which 
is aftout joint, with an ivory head. He 
often made it, as has been faid above, the 
inftrument of juftice, when he punifhed 
inattention and forgelfulnefs of his or- 
ders. 


To give greater authenticity to 
thefe anecdotes, the author adds, at 
the bottom of each, the name of the 
perfon upon whofe authority he re- 
lates it, 


Lerrers on Greece, being a Sequel 
to Letters on Egypt, and containing 
Travels through Rhodes, Crete, and 
other Iflands of the Archipelago. 
Tranflated from the French of Mr. 
Savary. London, Robinfons. 1788, 


(Concluded from our laf) 


OUR readers we hope will not be 
difpteafed with us for giving them 
Mr, Savary’s account of the ancient 
city of Gortyna, and of the celebrated 
Laybrinth. 


The ruins of Goityna cover a vaft ex- 
tent of ground, and enable us to form 
fome idea of its ancient magnificence.— 
Such of its monuments as ftill fubsilt, 
are not of the higheft antiquity. One of 
the molt remarkable, is a gate built with 
large bricks, which have been formerly 
covered, with freeftone ; thofe of the fides 
and arch-way have been detached, yet 
it ftill does, and mut long continue to 
fubfit.. This edifice is of a confiderable 
thicknefs, and prefents an extenfive front. 
It cannot be fuppofed more ancicnt, 
ahan the time when Ptolemy Philopater 
pndertogk tq rebuild the walls of Gortyna. 
Beyond this gate, we find alarge apen {paee 
jn Lok nearly a parellelogram, oneach fide 


pf which is a double row of pedeitals. 
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The bafes of the marbles are“buried, and 
the tops alone appear above the ground. 
Lhe order in which they are ranged gives 
reafon to conjeéture they’ were part of 
the portico of a temple. At. different 
intervals we meet with heaps of mbbith, 
and columns of marble, and of granite, 
buried up 4o the middle of their fhafts. 
The capitals lie near them broken off ; 
but feveral of them have none.. Near the 
farther end of thefe ruins, on the banks 
of that beautiful river, where Harmonia 
forgot Cadmus, we enter a church, one 
fide of which is. deltroyed. Its archi 
teGture is fimple, without colonnades ; 
and it is about one hundred and twenty 
feet long, by fixty wide. This is proba- 
bly the ancient cathedral founded by Ti, 
tus, the difciple of St. Paul. Some con- 
fiderable ruins, fituated at a little dif- 
tance, may be the remains of the palace 
of the archbifhop. 

Thefe ruins do not appear fuitable to 
what might be expeéted from the gran- 
deur and magnificence of Gortyna’ But 
we muft confider that the fineft marbles 
have been carried. off, that we fee, in ad~ 
jacent villages, ancient columns employed 
in making gates for the Turkith gardens, 
and that the greateft part of its ornaments 
are buried under the earth, which is cone 
fiderably raifed, If the ground were dug 
into, and proper refearches made, we 
fhould certainly find ftatues and valuable 
antiquities. At prefent, the hufbandman 
pafics his plough over them, and covers 
with his harveft the ruins of the palaces and 
temples of Gortyna. Such is the deftiny of 
ancient cities. They are the work of man, 
and rerifh like himfelf. Thofe which, in 
ages paft, were the ornament, or terror 
of the world, Thebes, Memphis, and 
Babylon, are now no more. Can you 
imagine that Paris, that noble city, which 
contains within itfelf all the arts, and 
innumerable inhabitants, will exilt for 
ever? Can you doubt that the curious 
traveller fhall one day wander amid heaps 
of rubbifh, in fearch of the fituation of 
her temples and her palaces ? Let us con- 
fole ourfelves, that period is fill very 
remote. 

We quitted the plain of Gortyna to 
vifit the Labyrinth. The road leadia 
to this memorable place is rough an 
fteep ; but after an afcent of near an hour, 
we at length reached the entrance. We 
had brought with us the thread of Ariadne, 
that is to fay, four hundred fathoms of 
twine, if we faitened to the gate, 
where we ftationed two janiffaries, with 
orders to fuffer nobody to enter. The 
apening of the Labyrinth is natural, and 
not wide. When you have advanced a 
little, yop find a confiderable {pace ftrew. 
ed with large ftones, and covered with @ 
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fiat roof cut ut of the folid mountain. 
To diftern our way amid this gloomy 
abode, we cach carried a flambeau. Two 
Greeks bore the clew, which they on- 
folded or wound up 4s octdfion required. 
At fir we loft ourfelves in different al- 
feys without an opening, and were obli- 
ped to meafure back our fteps, but at 
‘ dength-diftovered the true paflage, which 
is on the right as we enter ; we arrive at 
it by a narrow path, and ate obliged to 
on our hands and feet for the fpace 
of an hundred yards, the roof being ex- 
tremely fow. At the end of this narrow 
pafiage, the ceiling rifes faddenly, and 
we were able ‘to walk upright, in the 
midh of the impenetrable darknefs that 
furrounded us, and the numerous wa 
which ftruck offon each fide, and créfs- 
‘ed cach other in different direétions.— 
‘The two Greeks we had hired trembled 
with apprehenfion; the fweat poured 
down their faces, and they refafed to ad- 
vanee, unlefs we took the lead. 
The afleys through which we paffed 
‘were in general from feven to eight feet 
‘ high; in width they varied from fix to 
ten; and fometimes' more. They are all 
chifeled out of the rock, and the ftonés, 
ofa ey grey, are ranged in horizontal 
Tayers. In fome places,’ huge blocks of 
‘ftone, half detached from the toof, feem 
ready to fall on your head, and you muft 
ftoop in paffing them, not without fome 
This havock 


danger of their falling. 
‘fias, no doubt, been occafioned by earth- 
kes, which are fo frequent in Crete. 
Thus did we continue wandering in 
this maze, of which we endeavoured to 
difcover all the windings, and as foon as 
we had got to the end of one alley, enter- 


ed into another. Sometimes we were 
ftopved flrort by a paffage without an 

ening, and at others, after long circuits, 
were’ aftonifed to find ourfélves at the 
¢rofs-way from which we had fet out. 
Frequently, after encircling with our cord 
* ig great extent of rock, we were obliged 
to wind it up, and return the way we 
‘cate, It is impoffible to’ deférife ta 
‘what a degree thefe paffages are multiplied 
and crooked ; fome of them form curves 
witich Tead you infenfibly to a vaft empty 
fpace, fupported by enormous pillars, 
whenee three or four paffages ftrike off 
‘that cond ‘to ‘oppofite pomts ; others, 
‘after. Fong’ windings, ‘divide into feveral 
‘braiéhes ; thefe again extend a great 
fenprt, and’ terminated by the’ rock, 
obhge the traveller to trace back his way. 
‘We walked with precaution in the dou- 
Blings Of this vaft labyrinth, amid the 
“eternal darknefs that reigns throughout 
it; Ind which our torches could hardly 
difpel. Thus fituated, tHe imagination 
‘ *yaifes ap’ phantoms; it figures tovitfelf 
" “Iprecipices under the feet of the curious, 
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moniters placed as centinels, end, ina 
word, 4 thoufahd chimetas which can 
have no ‘exifténce. 

The ‘precaution we had taken of pre- 
eceding with the thread of Ariadne, and 
of faftening it at different diftances, left it 
fhould break, allowed us to advance fag- 
ther than Belon, Tournefort atid Pocock 
were able to do, for want of fuch affrft- 
ance. We obfesved in feveral parts of 
the middle avenue, the cyphers 1700, 
written with a black pencil, by the hand 
of the celebrated French botanift. An 
extraordinary citcumfance which he re- 
marks, and Premier we admired no lefs 
thar he had done, is the propert fe fi- 
ied by the rock of touting ~ 1 pamem 
engraven on it in relief. We faw feveral 
of them, wherein this fort of fcalpiure 
iad arifet to the thicknefs of two lines, 
(the fixth part of an inch). The fabftence 
of this relief is whiter than the ftone. 

After ftraying for a long time in the 
frightful cavern of the Minotaur, we ar- 
rived at the extremity of the alley which 
Tournefort followed. There we found 
a wide fpace, with cyphers cut in the 
rock; none of which were of an earlier 
date than the fourteenth century... There 
is another fimilar to this on the right ; 
each of therh may be about twenty-four 
or thirty feet fquare. To arrive at this 
place, we had run oat almoft our fine, 
that is to fay, about twenty-four hundred 
feet, without mentioning our various) ¢x- 
cuffions. We remained three hours in 
the Labyrinth, continually walking, with- 
out being able to flatter ourfelves with 
having feen every thing. I believe it 
would be impoffible for any man to get 
out of it, if left there without either clew 
or flambeau; he would tofe himtelf in a 
thoufand windings: the horrors of the 

lace, and the intenfe darknefs, would 
Pn him with conftérnation, and he muft 
miferably perrih, 

On our return, we examined a wind- 
ing we had not before noticed ; it con- 
du@ted us to @ beautiful grotto, Fifitig: in- 
to adome, wrought by the Rand of ma- 
ture. “ It has no ftalaétites, wor indeed is 
a fingle one to be found im the whole ex- 
tent of the cavern, as the water does not 
filtrate throagh the roof. Every thin 
is dry; and, as the air is never renewed, 
the {melbis extremely difagreeable, Thou- 
fands of bats, the dung of which lies in 
heaps, inhabit this gldomy abode. © They 
are the only monRers we difeovered. We 
came out with @ great deal of afure, 
and breathed the exterrial air with @ kind 
of rapture, Night now» began to’ come 
on, and the road was not very cafy'to bg 
found; we haftcned, therefore, ta def, 
cend the mountain, and entered a neigh. 
bouring farm, where we were very” hof- 
pitably entestained by 9 Turk. 

Several 
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Several authors, among whom are 
Belon and Pocock, pretend that this 
labyrinth is only a quarry from which 
ftones were taken to build the city of 
Gortyna. Mr. Tournefort however 
has. confuted this opinion, and has, 

roved that the ftone of this cavern 
is too foft for the purpofes ‘of build- 
ing, and that it would have coft im- 
menfe fums to tranfport it acrofs the 
fteep mountains which lie between the 
labyrinth and that city. Had the 
labyrinth been a quarry, why leave 
at the entrance a channel an hundred 
yards long, fo low as not to be pafied 
but by creeping, and ciseugh which 
ftones co not be brought until 
broken to pieces? Mr. Tournefort 
fays, it is much more probable that 
this furprifing cavern js the work of 
art, the paflage at the entrance 
has not been altered, in order to 
fhew pofterity what was the ftate of 
thefe fubrerranean channels, before 
they were enlarged by the hand of 
man. It evidently appears that no- 
thing more has been attempted than 
merely to make them paflable, fince 
thofe ftones only have been cleared 
away which ocafioned obftruction, All 
the reft have been left, and are ranged 
in order along the walls. 

Mr. Savary fays, it is certain that 
the immenfe cavern, the windings of 
which he has defcribed, is not the 
labyrinth formed by Dadalus, on the 
plan of that of Egypt. All the an- 
cient authors atteft, that the famous 
work of that celebrated artift was fi- 
tuated at Cnoflus. ‘* It was agreed,” 
fays Paufanias, ‘ to fend to the Mi- 
** notaur of Crete feven virgins and 
*« feven boys, to be thrown into the 
“* Jabyriath built in the city of Cnof- 
«“ fus.” And Philoftratus, in his 
life of Appolonius tells us, that as foon 
as he arrived at Cnoffus, he vifited the 
labyrinth, &c. 

ohn Tzetzes deferibes this faxcous 
edifice in a very fatis manner, 
and informs us of the ufe for which it 
was intended. Daedalus, the Athe- 
nian, made for king Minos prifon, 
from which it was impoffible to efcaps. 
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Its numerpys windings were in form 
of a {nail,; and it was called the Eas , 
byrinth. Philocorus afferts, after the’ 
unanimous teftimony of the Cretans, 
that the Labyrinth was a prifon, con 
trived more effectually to prevent the 
efcape of malefactors. 

In order to explain the origin of 
this remarkable cavern, Mr. Savary 
proceeds in the following manner ; 


Permit me to go fomewhat -furthee 
back, in order to throw a little light on 
a few obfcure faéts, mingicd with fo 
many fables. By colleéting the various 
@pinions of ancient authors, perhaps, we 
may be able to remove the veil which 
conceals truth. You know that Andro- 
geos, fon of Minas, went to Athens, and 
that Aigeus, at his return from Trezene, 
celebrated. what were called the Pana- 
thenaic games, to which all Greece re- 
paired. The Cretan hero entered the 
lifts, vanquifhed all the combatants, and 
was publicly crowned. This prince cn- 
tered into a friendly alliance with the 
Pallantides, who made pretenfions to the 
throne. Afgeus, dreadi the confe- 
quences of this fricndthip, had him affat 
finated near Ginanin Attica, wher on his 
way to a facred folemnity. 7 

Minos foon appeared at the head of a 
naval armament, to demand vengeance 
for the death of his fon; and, after a 
long and bloody fiege, during which 
Athens was ravaged by the plague, Al- 
geus, incapable of defending himfelf any 
longer, demanded of the king of Crete 
what fatisfaétion he required. That prince 
infifted on his fending him, every feventh 
yea", feven boys, and feven girls, to be 
delivered to the Minotair. Thefe uu- 
happy viétims were abandoned to him, 
and he carried them off in his fleet. At 
the fated time he again appeared witha 
number of fhips, and was fatisfied in like 
manner. 

Thefe children were chofen by lot, and 
the parents of thofe on whom the fatal 
chance fell, murmured loudly  againtt 
4igeus:. They were filled with indig- 
nation, on refleéting that the author. of 
the mifchief fhould alone efcape the pu- 
nifhment ; and that he thould raife to the 
throne a natural fon, while ke deprived 
them of their legitimate children. They 
were even ripe forarevolt, But when the 
time for. hatiog the third tribute arrived, 
Thefeus, whom feveral gallant aétions had 
already raifed to-the fame-of a-hera, and 
who, in the bloom of youth, united.eve- 
ry endowment of mind: and body, was 
dctesmiged: to put ap end to thele mus- 
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murs. He voluntarily offered himfelf to 
‘be one of the victims, refolving to perith, 
or free his country from an odious tri- 
bute; and departed, after facrificing to 
Apollo at Delphi, who direéted him to 
take Venus for his guide. ; 
» Let us now endeavour to difcover the 
true meaning of the fable of the Mino- 
taur." Taurus was the namé of one of the 
principal men of Crete, who was a native 
of Cnoflus. His valour, and other great 
qualities, no doubt, recommended him 
to Minos, who made choice of him to 
command an expedition againft Phasnicia. 
“* Taurus,"’ adds Palephatus, ‘‘ a citi- 
§* zen of Cnoffus, made war on the Ty- 
* rians. Having overcome them, he 
** carried off feveral young women from 
** their city, among whom was Europa, 
*« daughter‘of king Agenor. This it was 
** that gave rife to the fable of a bull 
** having feized. Europa, and carried 
* her away. The poets, fond of the 
** marvellous, added, that the was ra- 
 vithed by Jupiter in the form of a 
** bull.” 
The conqueror lived at the’court of Mi- 
nos: he had returned laden with the 
fpoils of Tyre, and as he poffeiied the ad- 
vantage of a fine perfon, the renown he 
had acquired by his military exploits, 
rendered him. itill more handfome in the 
eyes of Pafiphae, the daughter of the Sun, 
and wife of the king of Crete. She be- 
came enamoured of him, and finding 
‘means to gratify her paffion, had a fon 
by him, Minos having difcovered ‘ that 
* this child could not be his, but that he 
*© was the fruit of the amours of Taurus 
* and Pafiphae, would not, however, 
‘* put him to death, but confined him to 
** the mountains, to ferve the fhepherds. 
** In thefe folitary abodes he grew wild 
** and fierce, and lived by robbery, and 
* ftealing fheep from the flocks. Hav- 
*¢ ing learnt that Minos had fent foldiers 
“¢ to take him, ‘he dug a deep cavern, 
4 which»he made-his place of refuge. 
** At length the king of Crete fent to «he 
‘4* fon of Taurus {uch criminals as he with- 
** ed to punith with death.”’ His fero- 
city, and this employment, no ‘doubt, 
rocured him the name of Minotaur, and 


. .snduced poets and painters to reprefent 


him as amonftes, half a gian, and half a 
bull. An ingenious emblem, which had 
zeference at once to his birth, his cha- 


” gaéter, and his odious fervices. 


Thefeus having landed in Cretey en- 


.@eavoured to calm the anger of Minos, 


who had fallen in love with Paribea, one 
of the feven Athenian virgins, He con» 


- vinced hum, that he was the fon.of Nep- 


tune, and endeavoured to mitigate the 
rigour of his fate. The prince, ajmoft 
difarmed, treated him at firft very fa- 
vourably, and permitted him to mix 





















































with the combatants in the public gathes, 
The Athenian hero excited univerfal ad- 
miration by his addrefs and courage, and 
enchanted every heart with the graceful- 
nefs of his perfon. 

Tn Crete, women were permitted to be 
prefent at the public thews ; and Ariadne 
faw Thefeus engage with, and overcome, 
the molt renowned warriors of het coun- 
try; but while fhe admired the: bravery 
and graces of the youthful hero, love ftole 
into her heart, and infli€ted one of his 
deepeft wounds. It is prohable fhe con- 
felled her paflion to the conqueror; and 
that, to fulfil the precept of the oracle, 
he profited by her declaration. It is na- 
tural to fuppofe alfo, that Minos, in- 
formed of this intrigué, corifidered it as 
a new offence, and refolved to ‘fhut him 
up in the labyrinth of Cnoffus, that he ig 
might be for ever buried in the horrid obe 
{curity of that tremendous prifon. This 
conjecture is rendered more than proba- 
ble by the following paffage. ‘* Thefeus 
“ arriving at the gate of the Labyrinth, 

** encountered Deucalion and the guards, 
‘* and put them to death.” So deipe- 
rate an aétion determined Minos no longer 
to keep any meafures with his enemy, and 
he fent him to Taurus, with orders to put 
him to death, <Z 4 \ 

You recelle& that Taurus was the exes 
cutioner of Minos; that he dwelt in a 
profound cavern, in which he deftroyed 
the prifoners condemned to death, “The 
ancients ailert, that the name of Labyrinth 
was given alfo to this. gloomy abode, in 
which art aflifting nature, had formed 
new paflages, and contrived a multitude 
of windings, from which it was almott 
impoflible to efcape. ' \ 

** The Labyrinth of Crete was a cavern 

‘© dug out of a’ mountain.”” Cedrenus 
adds thefg temarkable words: “ The 
‘* Minotaur fled to a place called the La- 
“* byrinth, and concealed himfelf there, 
* in the depth of acavern.’’—‘* The La- 
“ byrinth of Crete, that fubterraneous ca- 
** vern, with a thoufand windings, con- 
** tained an inhabitant.’’ 

Thefe teftimonies remove all doubt. 
They accurately deferibe the Labyrinth I 
vifited ; its fituation in a mountain, its 
winding . pafflages; fufficiently prove it 
contained ay inhabitant. This could be 
no other than the fon of Taurus, who, 
in order to ee: the emiffaries of Mi- 
nos, dug acaverh in the’mountain. This 
horrid place was his abode, and, in part, 
his work ; and here the monfter performed 
the bloody executions commanded by the 
king. 





Mr. Savary fapports this opinion 
by feveral fa ter as we cannot fol- 
low him in his details, we thall = 
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the gloomy Labyrinth, and conduct 
our aed to fcenes of a raore cheer- 
ing afpe@. ‘That which Mount Ida 
prefents is highly romantic and pictu- 
refque. 


Mouht Ida begine neat Candia, and 

retches from eait to weft, as far as the 
White Mountains. It extends from the 
Worthern to the fouthern fea, and is the 
higheft in the ifland. In many parts of 
ft, the fnow lics ‘all the year. Frotn its 
fummit we may difcover the fea of Crete, 
and that of Lybia. The eye wanders 
‘ever an immenfe horizon, and difcerns 
many of the fcattered iflands of the Archi- 
pelago, fuch as Cytherea, Milo, and Ar- 
genticra. If we confine our attention to 
the view of the objeéts before us, they ap- 
pear as in an immenfe perfpeétive, and 
prefent profpetts highly varied, arid afto- 
nifhingly rich and beautiful. 

In fummer, when the {nows are melted, 
walt plains, fituated onthe declivity of the 
mountain, afford excellent pafturage for 
the flocks. On that part of it oppofite to 
‘Candia are forefts, confifting chiefly of 
tmaple and green oak. The fouthern fides 
abound with the ftrawberry-tree, privets, 
and rock-rofes, The eaftern brow is 
‘beautified with cedars, pines, and cy- 
F vag ; but on the welt, its perpendicu- 
lar fides prefent nothing but piles of rocks, 
impoffible to fcale. It is enriched with 
an infinity of other plants, which would 
delight the botanift, fuch as the true me- 
lilot, the ycllow-flowered marjoram, &c, 
Abundant ftreams flow on every fide from 
its furhmits. Some rubh in torrents into 
the vallics, while others water the plains, 
which produce luxurious harvelts, or, 
iftributed by art, maintain fecundity in 
‘the inaumerable fruit-trees, which grow 
round the villages. The hill-fides, ex- 
pofed to the powerful rays of the fun, are 
¢lothed with vincyards, which produce 
exquifite wines ; and the olive-trees every 
where conftitute the principal riches of the 
country. 


The climate of Crete appears, from 
Mr, Savary's account, to be remark- 
ably pleafant and temperate. 


‘Among all the countries, continucs he, in 
which I have refided, there is none whofe 
temperature is fo healthy, and fo agreeable, 
‘as that of Crete. The heatsthere are not 
vexceflive ; and violent cold is abfolutely 
wenknown in the plains. By the obferva- 
‘tions which I made at Canea, during a 
whole year, I found'that, from the month 
of March to the beginning of November, 
the thermometer only varied from go to 


9g dogrens (of Reapmur's dealt) ebove the 
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freezing point. This variation is not 
confiderable ; befides that, in the hotteft 
days of fummer, the atmofphere was re- 
frefhed by the fea-breezes. The winter, 
properly fpeaking, begins only. in De-« 
cember, and ends in January, During 
this fhort feafon, {now never falls in the 
plain, and rarely. do you fee the furface 
of the water frozen, The weather is 
more commonly as. fine as in the begin- 
ning of June in France. The name ef 
winter is given to thefe two months, 
from the heavy rains, the cloudy fky, and, 
very violent north winds, which happen 
at this time ofthe year; but thefe raina 
are highly ufeful to agriculture, fince the 
winds drive the clouds towards the high 
mountains, where the refervoirs of water 
are formed by nature to fertilize the coun- 
try, and the inhabitant of the plain fuffers 
nothing from thefe tranfient variations. 
No fooner is the month of February 
patt, than the earth is adorned with flow- 
ers and harvelts. The reft of the year is 
almoft one continued fine day. We né- 


ver experience, asin France, thofe cruel 


returns of piercing cold, which, coming 
fuddenly after the hegts, nip the open- 
ing flowers, deftroy the fruits of the year, 
and are fo prejudicial to delicate confti- 
tutions. The fky is continually bright 
and ferene, andthe winds mild and tem- 
perate. The glorious. luminary of day 
runs his majeftic courfe through the azure 
vault, and ripens the luxuriant fruits of 
the hills and plains. Nor are the nights 
lefs beautiful ; a,delicious coolnefs then 
prevails, and the air, lefs charged with 
vapours than with us, difcovers.a greater 
number of ftars to the obferver. The 
blue vault of heaven {parkles with gold, 
diamonds, and rubies, which feem to 
dart forth brighter fires. . Nothing canbe 
more magnificent than this fpetacle, 
which the Cretans cnjoy for ten moaths 
ofthe year. 

To the charms of fo delightful a cli- 
mate, are added. other advantages which 
enhance their value. The ifland of Crete 
has hardly any marfhes. The waters 
there are never ftagnant, but, flowing 
from the fummits of the mountains in in- 
numerable ftreams, form delightful foun« 
tains, or fmall rivers, which lofe them- 
felves in the fea. The elevation of the 
ground, whence they take their rife, 
caufes them to have a rapid courfe, 
and they form neither lakes nor ponds. 
For this reafon, infe&s cannot depofit 
their eggsin them, which would be car- 
ried to the fea; and the inhabitants are 
not tormented, as in Egypt, with thofe 
clouds‘of gnats that fill'the houfes, and of 
which the ting is fo painful, For the 
fame reafon, alfo, the air is not loaded 
with thofe dangerous vapours which rife 
from the marthos in wet countzies. 

Bbb The 








“mature of his occupations. 


enjoys. 
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_ The hills, and rifing’ grounds, are 
clothed with various {pecies of sthyme, 
favoury, ferpolet, odoriferous © rock- 
roles, and a variety of balfamic plants. 
Myrtles and laurel rofes border'the ri- 
-vulets which meander through the’ vallies. 
On'every fide the country prefents you 
with groves of orange, lemon, and al- 
mond trees, The Arabian jeffamine 
blooms in the gardens, which in the 
fpring are decorated with beds of vio- 
lets. Vat ficlds are covéred with faffron; 
wild dittany, which has a very fragrant 
f{mell, lines the crevices of the rocks : th 
a word, the mountains, vallies, ‘and 
‘plains, exhale on all fides aromatic odors, 


“which perfume the air, and’ render it de- 


licious to refpire. Clouds, ice, and 
faow, are affliding obje&ts, which throw 
a mournful veil over the face of nature ; 
they prefent to the eye gloomy = 
aid Cecite in the mind melancholy teflex- 
ions, and, painful feelings in the heart. 
Nay, not unfrequently, they are injurious 
to health, and produce a general indifpo- 
fition. Buta clear‘ fky has an effeé’the 
veryreyerfe. The fight of an tinclowded 
fun infpires man with joy. His genial 
avarmth revives him, and infufes that 


lively cheerfulnefs, which fprings from 


the confcious feeling of the happinefs he 
In this ftate of mind every ob- 
jxc& acquires nev beauty. * He contem- 
plates.with more pleafuré the luxuriance 
ofthe harvelts, and admires with greater 
enthufiafm the beauteonus tint¢ of the 
flowers; he finds a double ‘fweetnefs in 
their perfumes; and, delighted with his 
own exiftence, feems to communicate, 
to every thing around him, the ov 
he enjoys. The youth begins to be ani- 
mated witha new life, and feels himfelf 
foftly attraéted towards another felf; his 
heart palpitates with inquietude and de- 
light, and the tender paffion of love fires 
allhis fenfes. While the aged man, now 
fafe in the harbour, recolle@s the tumul- 
tious ftruggles of his younger days, and 
feeling himfelf revived’ by a fudden 
warmth, would be ready to encounter 


‘them anew, did not prudence and nature 
foon calm the temporary effervefcence af * 


his paflions. 


We muft now take leave of Mr. 
Savary, and conclude our account of 
this work with the author’s obferva- 
tions on the perfons of the Turks who 
inhabit this delightful ifland. 


The beauty of man, his powers, and 
his health, depend, in general, ‘on the 
elimate he mhabits» his. food, and the 
In Crete, the 
Turk, who is wot tormented by ambi- 
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their chinis covere 


tion, or the thirft of wealth, whofe mind 
is never occupied by the chimeras of in- 
trigue, who knows not envy, which de- 
bales the foul, nor exhaufts himfelf in the 
purfuit of the {ciences, to. which we toe 
often facrifice our health; the Turk, I 
fay, who lives on wholefome and fimple 
aluments, end. pafles his days amid 
the flowery fields he cultivates, and im 
the bofom of his family, who obey and 
revere him, grows and rifes into a Co- 
lofus. The falubrity of the air he 
breathes, the {weet temperature he enjoys, 
the delightful fcenes perpetually, before 
his eyes, and the peaceful life he leads, 
all contribute to firengthen his body, and 
preferve his vigour even beneath the fnows 
ofage. Hither the {culptor, devoted te 
his art, and ‘emulating’ the ancients, 


fhould come in fearch of medels. He 


would fee young men of eighteen or 
twenty, five feet hx, or eight inches high, 
who poffefs all the graces peculiar to their 
time of life. Their mufcles have fill a 


‘little plumpnefs, which will foon affume 


a bolder charaéter; their cheeks, grace- 
fully rounded,’ difplay an animated car- 
nation, and their cyes are full of fire; 

d with a light down, 
never violated by the razor; their air is 
full of grace and dignity ; and their whole 
carriage, and every gefture, befpcaks 
health and _yigour, 

In men arrived at maturity, the fea- 
tures and outlines are more developed. 
Their legs are naked; and when their 
robes are lifted up, the mufcles appear 
boldly prominent : ‘theit arms’ exhibit 
thofe figns of ftrength which ‘were vifible 
in thofe of the ancient Athletx :° their 
fhoulders are broad) their chefts full, apd 
their necks, never ftrdightened by the 
ligatures, which, from infancy, confine 
thofe of the Europeans, ‘retain all the 
beautiful proportions afligned to that part 
by nature: no tight Breechés, or garters, 
bind their legs below the knee ;° that 
partof their leg, therefore, is never dif- 
torted or contraéted, noris the knee toe 
prominent, In a word, all their limbs, 
unaccuftomed to the fetters which con- 
fine our motions, and which habit alone 
could render fupportable, preferve their 
natural form, and that admirable fym- 
metry which -conftitutes male beauty, 
When they ftand ere&, all parts of the 
body properly fupport each other. When 
they walk, they move with an air of dig- 
nity; and bodily ftrength and firmnefs of 
mind difplay themfelves in every gefture. 
Their majeftic eye announces that they 
are accuftomed to command. - Pride and 


-feverity may fometimes be apparent in 


their looks, but meannefs never. . 

‘The Mahometans, who inhabit the 
ifland of Crete, are fuch as I have here 
peurtrayed them. They arg im genera’, 

from 
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from five feet and a half to fix feet high. 
They refemble the ancient ftatues ; and, 
in faét, fuch were the men the artifts of 

-antiquity took for their models, It is 
not, therefore, wonderful they fhould 
have furpaffed us, having a more beauti- 
ful nature from which to copy. One 
day, as I was walking with an officer in 
the environs of Canea, he exclaimed, at 

s thefight of every Turk that paffed, Oh! 
‘were I only permitted to choofe here fe- 
ven hundred men, I fhould have the &- 
neft reginient in France ! 

Ina country where the men are fo re- 
markable for bodily, ftrength and dignity 
of afpe@, you may juftly conclude, that 
the women cannot be wanting in beauty 
and the graces. Their drefs does not pre- 
vent the growth of any part of the body, 
but is.accommodated to thofe admirable 

-proportions with which the Creator has 
decorated the moft lovely of his works. 
Allare not handfome ; all do not poffefs 
charms ; bat fome of them are extremely 
beautiful, particularly among the Turks. 
In general, the Cretan women have a 
Juxuriant. bofom; a ‘neck gracefully 
rounded ; black eyes full of fire ; a fmall 
mouth ; a nofe perfeétly well made, and 
cheeks which health tinges with the foft- 
eft vermilion. But the oval of their fa- 
ces is different from that of the women of 
Europe, and the character of their beauty 
$s peculiar to their nation. _ I will not: at- 
tempt a parallel between the two, What- 
ever is beautiful deferves our homage, 
though delicacy of fentiment fhould ul- 
timately, fix the tafte ofa man of jut feeling. 

During the firft year or two of my tra- 
vels in the eaftern countries, accuftomed 
as I had been tothe elegant head-drefs of 
the ladies of France, their cur]s,. and dif- 
ferent coloured powder, I could not en- 
dure the black hair of the oriental wo- 
men, and their drefs feemed to me. to give 
them.a harfh and forbidding air. So dif- 
ficult is.it for reafon to difengage itfelf 
- from the fetters of habit, that I long con- 
tinued the flave of this prejudice. But, 
after more mature. reflection, their long 
black locks, artificially plaited, without 
either powder or poset, and which 
neither {poil their drefs, nor foil the fur- 
niture of their apartments, appeared to 
me well caloulated to heighten their beau- 

- ty. .Their cbon colour feemed to give 
more lufire to the fairnefs of their com+ 

lexions, and the glow. of their cheeks. 

The rofe-water, with which they wath 
their hair, exhaled an agreeable perfume ; 
and I was delighted with the natural 
beauty of their treffes. I then changed 
my Opinion, and could not help withing 
the European women would not fpoil 
one of their moft charming ornaments with - 
the colours of art; fo much inferior to 
shofe of nature. How much more lovely 
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would the fair beauty appear, adorned 
with the pale gold of her flowing locks ! 
How would the dark hair of the brunette, 
arranged with art, fet off the rofes of het 
cheeks! Thefe are the obferyat ons of a 
traveller, who, by comparing the differ- 
ent cuftoms of nations, has been able to 
banifh. his prejudices, and is convinced 
that nature alone is truly beautiful; but 
he: fets little value on, and entreats your 
excufe for the refle€&tions in which he has 
here ventured to indulge. 

You muft not be furprifed, that I 
have not mentioned the Greeks who. in- 
habit the ifland of Candia, whg partake 
with the Turks the. advantages ofa férene 
fky, a pure air, and heppy’ temperature. 
They enjoy, indeed, in common with 
them, thefe precious: bleflings ; but they 
are oppreffed by tyrants. They live in 

erpetual anxiety and apprehenfion, and 
Eraatatly terminate their miferable lives 
in defpair. | Excepting ‘the Spachiots, 
who are lefs expofed to tyranny, thefe un- 
fortunate beings have neither the-lofty 
ftature, nor the ftrength, nor the beauty 
of the Turks. The ftamp of. fervitude is 
vifible in their faces ; their” looks are 
crouching, and’their features diftorted by 
knavery and meannefs. Such is the cha- 
ratter of thofe Cretans, who were once 
fo jealous of their liberty; thofe expe- 
rienced and intrepid warriors, who were 
courted by all nations ; and thofe friends 
to the arts, which they cultivated amid 
their fhady groves | At prefent, coward- 
ly and indolent, they live in debafemene, 
and we may read in their degraded coune 
tenances, that they arc flaves. : 

The three lait Iceters of this work 
contain fome account of Argentiera, 
formerly called Cimolus, and of the 
ifle of Melos, ‘Thefe letters were in- 
tended to make part of a fecond vo- 
lume, in which the author propofed 
to treat of the other iflands of the 
Archipelago which he had vifited ; 
but a premature death, as we have al- 
ready mentioned, prevented him from 
accomplifhing this defign ; and the 
editor has thought proper to give no 
more of thefe letters to the public, as 
Mr, Savary had not put the laft hand 
to the reft before the above melancho- 


ly event took place, 

With regard to the tranflation, we 
have dbferved a few trifling inaccu- 
racies, but nothing of any confequence. 
Upon the whole, the work is well exe- 
cuted, and we recommend it to our 
readers, as we think they will find in 


it much fatisfa¢tion. 
2 - ALETTER 
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ALutrent the Auher of THoucuts 
on the Manners of the Great. 
Svo. Murray. Price 2s. 


AT atime when the Sabbath is be- 
come a general topic, and its obfer- 
vance made part of a royal proclama- 
tion, a hiftory of its inftitution may 
not be thought unworthy of notice. 
The prefent publication, which is 
written princi with that view, 
begins by a recital of all the 
in the Old Teftament in which 


is enjoined, and which may . 


lead to a difcovery of the manner the 
Divine Legiflator intended it fhould 
be obferved. ‘The author concludes, 
by agreeing with Dr. Watts, Mr. 
ter, and moft other writers on the 
ubjeét, that the obfervance of the 
feventh day was peculiar to the Jews, 
and abrogated, like other ordinances, 
by the delivery of the new covenant. 
The next enquiry is, the authority 
for what is fometimes called the Chrif- 
tian Sabbath, or the firft day of the 
week. Here we have a recital of ar- 
guments from the New Teftament, 
and the early writers of Chriftianity ; 
the conclufion drawn from which is 
that, though, at a very early period, 
& meeting of Chriftians may be traced 
in many churches on the firft day of 
the week, yet no peculiar fanictity was 
affixed to that day till the third century. 
We fhall not enter into this argument 
here, but refer fuch of our readers 
as with to be fatisfied on the fubjeé& 
to the work itfelf,—In this part alfo is 
introduced, an account of the Agapz, 
or love feafts of the early Chriftians, 
which the author aprons very high- 
ly, and feems to think the Glaffites, 
or Sandemanians, of the prefent cen- 
tury, have been very unfairly  ridi- 
culed for reviving them. We have 
next an account of the flate of the 
Englifh law regarding the Sabbath, 
’ chiefly, as the author. acknowledges, 
extratted from Burn’s Ecclefiaftical 
Law, with the addition of fuch public 
atts as have paffed fince the time of 
his publication. From all which, the 
author contends, that the fports li- 
‘eenfed by King James make a part of 
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the Law-fabbath.—The laft enquiry. 
is, the policy of the inftieution. The 
only objetion made to this is, the 
danger of confounding the laws, of 
men with divine appointments, and 
thereby judging too haftily of fueh as 
difregard an inftitution, no way, in 
his opinion, derivable from apoftolic 
authority. ‘This leads our author to 
propofe a method, by which he con- 
ceives the fetting apart a fingle day 
from labor may be rendered particu- 
larly ufeful to the lower claffes, 

Here he again commends the lovee 
feafts of the early Chriftians; and, 
from the authorities quoted by Mr. 
Bingham, in hisOrigines Ecclefiafticz, 
urges, that the amiable effeéts pro-~ 
duced by thefe friendly entertain- 
ments, which, at firft, the rich ufed 
to prepare for the poor at their own 
houfes, were among the principal 
caufes that contributed to he rapid 
progrefs of Chriftianity. 

f his arguments, in favor of fuch 
occafional intercourfe between the dif. 
ferent branches of the community, 
thereader may judge from what follows. 


You may fay, the poor have their own 
pleaftires, their own little focieties, and 
would undervalue fuch as were proffered 
them by others. But many have fcarcely 
the means of fatisfying the common wants 
of nature; moft by their daily labour 
earn their daily bread, and the fmalleft 
fuperfluity is utterly beyond their reach. 
The reft, for want of early advantages, 
and by perpetual exclufion from more then 
one kind of fociety, retain, and for ever 
muft retain the habits of their anceftors, 
or degenerate into worfe. For ever muft 
they look with envy on that fplendour 
they will falfely fuppofe the fummit of 
happine{s, as long as they are kept from 
a nearer view of it. For ever will et 5 
fancy every great man their foe, while afl 
they hear of him is from his rent-gatherer 
or parliamentary canvaffer ; and for ever. 
will they oppofe plans, how well foever 


‘concerted for their own advantage, while 


they conceive them to originate with fuch 
as have an intereft ever oppofite to their 
own. 


This leads to fome general obferva- 
tions on the importance of the manners 
of the great, from which, as we con- 
ceivethem much the molt ufefulpart | 

poe 

















the work, we Shall {elect the follow- 
ing. 


But left I fhould feem to adopt the Jan- 
guage of declamation, where we have too 
much need of plain reafoning, and a fair 
ftatement of faéts, let us take a view of 
the peor man’s lot, whilehe is exhanfting 
himfelf in your fervice, with no profpeét 
in the decline of life, but the horrors of 
a poor-houfe. Before he has arrived at 
his due ftrength, the nceeffities of his pa- 
rents oblige him to labour. If in maturer 
Jife he withes for a partner to foothe his 
few leifure moments, Liow ready are you 
to blame him for engaging in the cares of 
a family, without a profpeé of fupport- 
ang it! forgetting that profpe& is never 
likely to appear; or, thatto preferve your 
own luxuries, the race of poverty muft be 
preferved alfo. Every increafe in his fa- 
qnily is confidered an additional burthen; 
and the earnings of the man proving in- 
Aufficient for their increafing wants, the 
wife is taken from the department affign- 
ed her by nature, to add fomething to the 
gcemmon ftock. By perpetual labour, the 
lofes, at an early period, that feminine 
foftnefs which fo delightfully diftinguifhes 
the fex: by continual fatigue her temper 
ts foured ; as fhe has affumed a mafculine 
office, the care of her perfon is beneath 
her notice ; and every thing yielding to the 
neceflity of fatisfying immediate wants, 
order and arrangement are negleéted in her 
family. The man, at his return from dai- 
ly labour, no longer meets an endearing 
{mile, an eager welcome, a frugal, yet 
chearful repaft, by a hearth prepared for 
his reception. His wife can no longer 
entice him to ‘converfation---the greateft, 
the fweeteft privilege of man; Ce ftill 
continues heremployment, almoft without 
regarding him, or, perhaps, diftreffed at 
his interruption, ,Hegce a coolnefs be- 
tween the two, which muftend in diflike ; 
end home foon becomes of all other places 
the leaft agreeable. Can we wonder then 
if men iclans with each other,-swhere 
eonverfation is unimpeded, and negleé 
their families, from whom they derive fo 
little comfort ? If by degrees all ideas of 
a common intereft are lof; if the order 
ef nature is inverted, and the female alone 
Jeft to provide for her own and family’s 
wants ? 

Reformation, as you obferve, muft be- 
gin with the great; and long ago it has 
egun, any of the moft fhining virtues 

of antiquity are-now ‘little more than the 
common offices expected in fociety. The 
omiffion of fuch an a& as gained Eneas 
the epithet of Pious, would exclude a 
modern chara&er from all good company, 
andthe behaviour of Scipio would be coa- 
fidered among the cqmmon dunes of pas 
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litenefs.. But’ the prefent age is difiin- 
guifhed for more inflances of difiatercited 
gencrofity than = preceding period. 
With what readinefs is every known dil- 
trefs relieved ! how freely does the purfe 
open to every fobfcription : and this fre- 
quently accompanied with a delicacy that 
conceals half the benefactors. It may 
feem almoft uareafonable to require mores 
but perhaps, in many inilances, patronage, 
with a. proper application of /e/s, might 
be attended with greater advantages than 
a fudden profufien, which may leffen the 
exertions of the receivers. Thefe in- 
flances of generofity evince the gdodnefs 
of your intentions, and your readme({s to 
afiift, where your influence can never ex- 
tend, But fhould they leffen your atten- 
tion, where fo much more may be done 
by your influence, your patronage, and 
fuperior knowledge of the true bleflings 
of life? Have your poor neighbours no 
claim but on your purfe? Do they ftand 
in no need of your advice, your protec 
tion, and perhaps your feverities? If in- 
veterate ill habits have fo far debafed 
fome, as to render their minds familiar to 
poverty, with all its attendant wretched- 
nefs, de{pair not to find others, who ma 
be taught the true art of living. Teac 
them the charms of induftry and economy} 
the advantages of providing againft a oy 
of want; the rational enjoyment of eac 
other’s fociety, and the propriety of ace 
quiring the good opinion of, inftead of 
attempting to imitate, their fuperiors. 
Encourage a generous fpirit of indepen- 
dence, which will make them dread to 
lofe that ufefulnefs by which only it can 
be fupported, and difdain all parochial 
aids, by which they muft forfeit it for ever, 
Above all, dire& your attention to the 
rifing generation, Let your houfe be the 
feminary of induftry. If a family ecom- 
plain of being burthened by its numbers, 
inftead of a too frequently ill-direfted 
donation, relieve them of a part of their 
offspring. Should the infants be for a time 
burthenfome, your future profpeéts re- 
gerding them will be .proportionably 
flattering. Many of the females may be 
ufefully difpofed of, at an early period, 
among fuch of your penfioners and de- 
pendants as will teach them the various 
branches of ufeful houfewifery, and rene 
der them a treafure to yourfelves, of 
others, Some may he already: qualified, 
and you will not uncommonly find ther 
anxious to fll ufeful ftations. For the 
males you never can want employment, 
while an improvement in agriculture caq 
be fuggefted, or a fuperfluous ftone re. 
mainson your ground, What thew are the 
objeéts of your ambition ? Hf patronage, 
it courts you on every fide, If influence, 
how much more henourably may it tm 
thus 
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thus acquired, and with how much lefs perfeétion, but an endeavour to ithitate 
expence, than the intereft of whatiscon- the only, perfe&t Being? What the Stan 
‘fumed in weakening the principles; inju- parp or Ricut, but, as his revealed 
ring the morals, and fufpending the in- will informs us, the Deity himfelf ?-Let 
‘duftry of a borough! * f us then imitate him in all his imitable at- 
“© For a few moments, then; contemplate tributes. “Be ‘ye thérefort perfect, even as 
"the pleafures that await you, and becon-" your Father which:is in heavert is perfeat.— 
“«¥inced, that to be rich is really to. be’ What are ‘all thé duties religion’ exaéts'of 
<*bleft View your fellow creatures, of us, but fuch as, like benevolence, ‘would 
Ve¥ery age and defcription, rendered hap~ to fiver /pirits be irrefipible as inclination ? 
“pier; and fee your own influence extend or rather, what are. they all but Benevo- 
““atfelf, ‘in proportion as gratitude, and all lence? How tan we {fo ‘well keep’our- 
* “the “arhieble*tribe of virtues gain ground félves unfpotted frem the world, as when 
“atnofig thems Say to-yourfelf, here is a our principal bufinefs with it is the me- 
“pair; whom well-direéted ‘advice, and a lioration of the fpecies ? How fo well 
“<sbetter fituation,: have tanght to love one praétife the taft df felf-denial, as when the 
another; hete a youth drawn early from only purpofe, for which it can be ufeful-~ 
“the danger of depraved fogjety: here a the happinefs. of others---is our conftant 
‘homan being bfought nearer dis refem- purfuit ? 
‘blauce to an angel, - : 
fo rt grees beg é In the introductory part of the 
_,, Here follow fome pathetic obferva- work is an elegant little apoftroph 
- fions.on the unhappy fituation of acer- 49 the memory of the late Dr, Jebb. 
tain clafs of females,and the meavsin Of the ie Sel opinions we fhall 
the power of the great to prevent Jeave our readers to judge from the 
at; which we cannot but highly ap- {pecimens given ; but we think it jof- 
prove, for the delicacy with. which tice to obferye, that this letter is writ- 
. hey are written, and the fairnefs of ten with much candor, and appears to 
theauthor’s reafoning. The whole con- be the produétion of a man of bene- 
‘cludes with a general hint to all fuch volence, and a {chélar. 
‘as have large opportunities of fhew- 
rE BERVE NETNE, Some Hrsrorican Account oF 
Is then fo much to be done, and hhall Guinea, its Situation, Produce, and 
swe not, like the virtuous Pagan, blufh to the general Difpofition of its Inhabi- 
lofe a day? Shall we aflié& our fouls, and tants ; with an Inquiry into the Rife 
xaét.all our labors, bow our heads down and Progrefs of the Siave.Trade, its 


like,a bulrufh,, and not loofe the bands of r 
swickednefs, wade the ory burdens, let Nature, and lamentable Effeds. By 


the oppreffed go free, and break every Anthony Bennezet. 8va. Phillips. 
psa Fa Shall we not deal bread to the 1788. 
agus and bring the poor that are caft 

. @ut to our houfes, Let us bear in mind the The author of this work, one of 


example of our Sayiour. Do we hear of ‘ sé ute - 
his shies from the world on a fabbath ? the earlieft and moft diftinguithed ad- 


—of his ‘remitting his accuflomed ufeful- vocates for the unfortunate Africans, 
nefs? would fuch a eonduét have been was born of a refpectable family at 
conhiftent with his unwearied application Se, Quintin, in Picardy, in 1713+ 
to doing the will of his Father ?—In the His father was one i 4 the many 


profecution of which we are told, that he / , P 
partook of anenteriainment. at the hovfe Proteftants who, after the revocation 


of.a Pharifee, where he feized this, with of the edi& of Nantz, fought an afy- 
every other opportunity, of upbraiding lum in forei countries. After a 
his countrymen with their fuperftitious {hort ftay in Flolland, he fettled with 


+ -perverfion of a day intended for enjoy- 1;, ; . : . 
ment, and cafe; affuring them the fabbath his wife and children in London, = 


was made for man, and not man for the 1715+ i : : 
fabbath, Inftead of fabbatizing. then, - Our author having received a libe 
Jet us live according tothe Lord's life. ral education, ferved an apprentice- 
p. What,» let me afk, are the marksof this fhip in an eminent mercantile houfe 
+ inwasdand fpiritual grace, but a conftant in' London: and. in 1721, the whole 
fenfe, of, gratitude to the Fountain of : . td SE Sg Siew : 
Groce; and a fncere reliance on his pro. family removed to Philadelphia. His 
miles of futurity ? What this defire afte. three brothers followed trade fuccef- 


fively; 
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fively; but he, whofe purfyits were 
direGed to. other objects than the at- 
‘tainment of wealth, and whofe high- 
eft gratification confifted in promot- 
ing the welfare of mankind, chofe the 
humble, but ufeful occupation of in- 
ftruéting . young people. 

Sot A bef his ave in America, 
he joined’the people called Quakers. 
‘The exertions of that fociety to abo- 
lith flavery, are well known ; in thefe 
endeavours, no one took a more ac- 
tive part than this worthy citizen of 
the world, - His writings.on this fub- 
ject are numerous. Befides feveral 
{maller traéts, which were generally 
difperfed, he publithed, in 1762, the 
following account, of which this is 
the fourth edition; and, in 1767, he 
publifhed alfo his Caution and Warn- 
ing. to Great Britaim and her Colo- 
nies. With the fame benevolent 
views, he not only availed himfelf of 
‘every opportunity of perfonal applica- 
tion, but correfponded with many 

erfons in Europe, America, and 
the Weft Indies. 

Though mean in perfonal appear- 
ance, fuch was the courtefy of his 
manners, and fo evident the purity of 
his intentions, that he had ready accefs 
to people of all defcriptions, and ob- 
tained the refpect of the few whom 
he failed to influence. 

pena that much advantage 
would arife from inftruéting the black 
people in reading and writing, ‘he 

promoted the eftablifiment ofa ichool 
in Philadelphia, for that purpofe,— 
The two-laft years of his life he 
devoted to a perfonal .attendance at 
this fchool, being earneftly deGrous 
that the black people might be ‘better 
aoa for the enjoyment of that 
reedom to which many of them 
had been reftored. 

The year preceding his deceafe, he 
_addreffed a letter on the fubject. to 
our amiable Queen, who, on hearing 
the writer’s character, received it 
with much ‘condefcenfion. ‘This -bene- 
volent man died at Philadelphia, after 
a fews daysiillnefs, in the year 1784. 
cad following paflage, extracted 
from this work, will fexve to give the 
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reader fome notion of the fhocking 
inhumanity ufed in carrying on the 
flave trade. It is {elected from dif- 
ferent authors, but they feem to be 
authors of veracity. 


Francis Moor, faétor for the Ea- 
gh African Company, on the river Game 
ia, writes, ‘* That there are a number 
‘¢ of Negroe traders, called joncoes, or 
‘* merchants, who follow the flave trade 
"Tas a bufinefs; their place of refidence 
‘* is fo high up in the country, as to be 
fix weeks travel from. James Fort, 
‘which is fituate at the mouth of that 
‘‘yiver. Thefe merchan:: bring down 
“ elephants’ teeth, and, in fome years, 
‘¢+two thoufand flaves, mof of which, 
“ they fay, are prifoners taken in war, 
‘¢ They buy them from the different Prine 
** ces who take them; many of them are 
“* Bumbrongs and Petcharies; nations, 
‘¢ who each of them have different lan~ 
‘* guages, and are brought from a vaft 
“ way inland. Their way of bringing 
“ them is tying them by the neck with 
“ leather thongs, at about a yard diftant 
“ from each other, thirty or forty in-a 
firing, having generally..a bundle of 
cora or elephants’ teeth, upon each of 
“ their heads. In their way from the 
“* moufitains, they travel through very 
ss greet woods, where they cannot . for 
ome days get water; fo thev carry in 
fkin bags enough to fupport them fore 
s¢time,- I cannot,’? adds Moor, ** be 
‘6 certain of the number of merchants 
‘ who follow this trade, but there may, 
“ perhaps, be about an hundred, who go 
‘up into the inland country, with the 
“ goods which they buy from the white 
‘© men, and with them purchafe,. in va- 
“¢ rious. countries, gold, flaves, and ele- 
«* phants’ teeth. Befides the flaves, which 
“the merchants bring: down, there are 
‘* many bought along the river: thefe 
“ are either taken in war, as-the former 
‘ are, or men condemned for crimes ; or 
‘‘ elfe people ftolen, which is very fre- 
‘* quent. Since the flave-trade has been 
‘¢ufed, all punifhments are-changed into 
“* flavery; there being an advantage ‘on 
“‘ fuch condemnation, they ftrain for 
‘* crimes very, hard, in order-to. get the 

‘* benefit of felling the criminal.’ 
» John Barbot, the French fa¢tor, in his 
account of the manner by which the flaves 
are procured, fays, ** The flaves fold by 
“ the Negroes,, are, for the moft part, 
prifoners of war, or taken-in the incurs 
*« fous they make in their,enemics terrie 
tories; others are ftolen away by their 
neighbours, when found abroad on the 
road, or in the woods; or elfe in the 
“cory ficids, at the time of the year 
“ whea 


“c 
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* when their parents keep them thete all 


a 


Speaking of the tranfa&tions on. that 


part of Guinea called the Slave Coal, « 


where the Europeans have the moft fac- 
tories, and from whence they bring away 
much the greateft number of flaves, the 
fame author, ‘and alfo Bofmian; ‘fays, 
** The inhabitants of Coto do mach mil- 
“chief, in ftéaling thofe flaves tres 4 fell to 
“‘ the Europeans, from the upland céun- 
“trys That the inhabitants of Popo ex- 
“eel the former; being 
‘a much Jarger fhare of courage, they 
“rob thore fuccefsfully, by whith means 
“they encreafe their riches and trade.” 
The author particularly remarks, ‘* That 
“they are encouraged “in this — by 
*¢ the Europeans + fometimes it ‘happens, 
* according to the fuccefs of 3s in- 
**}and excurfions, that they are able to 
** furnifth two hundred flaves, or more, 
**in a few days.” And he fays, ** The 
* blacks of Fida, ér Whidah, are fo ex- 
** peditious in trading for flaves, that 
**they can dtliver a thoufand every 
** month.” 

*¢ If there happtns to be no ftock of 
* flaves there, the factor muft truft ‘the 
* blacks with his gdods, to the value of 
** one hundred and fifty, or two hundred 
‘pounds; which goods they any up 
** Mnto the inlaid country, ‘to buy flaves 
** at all markets, for above fit handred 
A* milés ap the cone: where they are 
*¢fept like cattle in Europe; the flaves 
* fold there being generally prifoners of 
“ war, taken frotm their enemies like 
**e@ther booty, ard ‘perlaps fome few 
“ fold by their own countrymen; in ex- 
“treme wart, or tpon a famine, as alfo 
“‘fome a3 a punifhment Of heinous 
“crimes.” “So far Barbot’s a¢count; 
that given by William Bofman is as fol- 
flows: “* n the flaves whith are 
* brought from the inland countries come 
“to Whidah, they are pet in prifon to- 
* pether; when we treat ‘concerning buy- 
** ing them, they are all brought out to- 
* gether in @ large plain, where, by our 
“ furgeons, they are thoroughly examin- 
“ed, and that naked, both men and wo- 
* men, without the lea diftin@ion or 
“ modefty. Thofe which aré approved 
“ as good, are fet on one fidé. In the 
* mean While, a burning iron, with the 
“ arms or name of the company, lies in 
* the fire, with Which ours afte markéd 
*¢in the breaft. Whétn we have agreed 
8s with the owners of the flaves, they are 
* returned to their prifons, where, from 
** that time forward, they are kept at our 
charge, and coft us two-pence a day 
** each flave, which ferves to fubfift them 
“ like Criminals, on bread ‘and water ; 





yed with «« 


‘*fo that, to fave chatges, we fend theft 
Re ty; before which, their mafters 
7: them of all they have on their 
backs, fo that they come on board 
‘ fark neked, a3 well women as<men; 
: in which ere ion. they yee om 
‘ to continue, . or ii 
“ig not a a le whe he — 
“monly is} a8 to beftow formething on 
“* them to cover their nakednefs. Six or 
* feven hundred. ave fometimes put on 
“ hoor 2 veflel, Where lig as clofe 
together as it is poflible for them to be 


© crowded.” 


We have only room for one more 
extract, which alludes to the ufage 
the Negroes meet with when the 

arrive at the Welt Indies, It dif- 
pat oe eee Bee of the au- 
thor, ny ee 


“ 

+“ 
‘ 

‘ 


When the veff@lsartive at their deftin- 
ed port, in the Coloni€s, the poor Negroes 
are to be difpofed of to the ‘Planters ; and 


here they are again expofed naked, with- 
y agai ot te 


out any diftinétion of fexes, to the brutal 
examination of their purchefers; and 
this, it-may well be judgéd, is, to many, 
another occafion of deep diftrefs. A 
to this, that near co fons muft now 
agai be feparated, to go with their fe- 
veral purchafers; this muft be deeply af- 
feéting to all, but fuch whofe hearts are 
feared by the love of gain. Mothers afe 
feen hanging over their daughters, be- 
dewing their naked breafts with tears, and 
daughters clinging #to their parents, mot 
knowing what new ftage of diftrefs tuft 
follow their feparation, or whether they 
fhall ever meet again. And here what 
fympathy, what commiferation, do a 
meet with? Why, indeed, if they will 
not feparate as readily as their Owners 
think proper, the whipper is called for 
and the lafh exercifed upon their nake 
bodies, till obliged to part. ‘Can any 
human heart, which has not become cal. 
lous by. the practice of fuch cruelties, 
be unconcerned, even at the relation of 
fuch grievous afflitions, to which this 
opprelled part of our fpecies are fub- 
jefted ? 


In this little volame the curions reader 
will find a good deal of information re- 
fpecting Guinea, colleed froin dif- 
ren authors, who have vifited that 
cotntty, or extracted from the jour- 
nals of thofe concerned in the flave 
trade, whofe veracity, on that account, 
can hardly be called in queftion. 

POETRY, 

















of383 j 





POE 


ODE ro POETRY. 


BY MR. RHODES, 
FAIL Poetry ! celeftial maid ! 
Who lov’ft, reclin’d near purling ftream, 
To reit beneath the beechen shade, 
« Wrapt in fome wild, fantaftic dream,” 
Howe’er intent on other cares, 
©! :Jitten to a fuppliant’s pray’rs ; 
Who fain would view thy ample ftore, 
And-all thy fecret haunts explore : 
Where, as enraptur’d Bards have told, 
Whofe eyes have glanc’d thy ftores along, 
Te syiphs, and Sprites their dwelliag 
. old, F 
Till call’d by thee to grace their fong ;— 
Where Fairies, clad in loofe attire, 
And lighted by the glow-worm’s fire, 
Are feen to gambol to the breeze, 
Which nightly {ports amongft the trees— 
And while with filent ftep their round they 
pace, 
The gliftening dew-drops gem the hallowed 
place. 


Il, 


Come, bear me to the rocky cell, 
Or-fparry grot, or gloomy cave, 
Where oft it.pleafeth thee to dwell, 
And liften to the dafhing wave ; 
Where, to relieve perpetual night, 
Dim lamps emit a feeble light, 
‘While bound with nicromantic tie, 
A thoufand weeping virgins lic ; 
Who, to enjoy the blaze of day, 
‘Toyview once more the azure fky, 
And drink the fun’s all-cheering ray, 
Oft heave the unavailing figh ; 
Till fome advent’rous Knight appear, 
(Long try’d in war) with thield and fpear, 
And dare to break the magic chain, 
And give them liberty again ; 
In ruin wide the felf-built ftru€ture fpread, 
And bid defpondency.ereét her drooping head. 


Ill. 


Or if thofe fcenes delight thee more 
Which erft thy Ariofto drew, 
O teach my Mute like his to foar, 
And ope thy treafures. to my yiew ! 
For all that captivates the mind 
In his afpiring yerfe we find ; 
Where, wrapt in fancy’s pleafing guife, 
“Conceal’d the ufeful moral lies; 
Where Chiyalry’s proud hofts, array’d 
In all the dignity of war, 
Appear a glorious cavalcade, 
Agorn’d with many a trophy’d car; 


TR Y. 


Where fair Alcina by her charms 
With iawlefs blifs the bofom warms, 
*Till in Atlanita’s reverend form ~ 
Meliffa abrogates the charm, ‘ 
Recals the foul, for nobler deeds defign’d, 
And writes the glowing moral on the mind, 


IV. 
If fuch thy votaries of old, 
Some portion of their fire impart, 
Then fportive fancy unsontroul’d 
Shall fpurn the rigid rules of art. 
But if in vain thy fuppliant plead, 
And if thy mandate hath decreed 
Thofe magic itores conceal’d to lit, 
Impervious to another's eye; 
Still, O celeftial maid! difplay 
Thofe fcenes where beauty ever reigns, 
And triumphs with unrival'd {way 
O’er rifing hills and flow’ry plains, 
And ftreams that murm’ring as they flow, 
Might lull to reft the mourner’s woe. 
Let pointed fatire too be mine, 
Aided by Johnfon’s nervous line ; 
And mine the power to wake the tender figh, 
Aad call the pearly drop from pity’s melting 
eye. 


wv; 
Then lead me near fome winding ftream, 
Whofe.furface raffled by the breeze, 
Refieéts chatte Dian’s filver beam, 
Seen trembling through the ruftling treee.s 
There as | view with joy ferene 
‘The beauties of this tranquil fcene, 
If contraft aid the powers of rhyme, 
To make the beautiful fublime, 
Bid the hoarfe thunder loudly roar, 
And -dark’ning clonds inveit the tkies, 
While {welling torrents round me pour, 
From rugged rocks, -their freth fupplies, 
Which, burfting on the plains below, 
The light’nings tranfient flafhes thew, 
Unfolding to th’ aftonifh’d fight 
A cataratt of foaming light:— 
Be fcenes like thefe thy fuppliant’s award, 
And give thine other ftores to fome more 
happy Bard. 


ODE 
To tus MEMORY or WILLIAM Hf. 


BY MR. JACKSON. 


ANOTH ER age has roll’d away 
Since firft on this aufpicious day, 
Alarm’d in virtue’s caufe, 
Our fathers brav’d the menae’d fight, 
And claim’d, in arms, the public right, 
Their liberties and laws, 
3c A Senfe 
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A fenfelefs Tyrant’s ironhand, = 
refive, crufh’d the panting Tand, 
Which funk beneath the yoke : 

While Superftition, at his heels, 
Prepar’d her beads, her whips, her wheels, 
And Folly urg’d the ftroke. 


Great Witttam came, by Freedom led ; 
Abath’d the trembling Tyrant fled, 
By canfcious guilt difmay’d : 
So, flying from.the realms of light, 
Tadignant, Satan fought the night, 
: And plung’d into the thade, 


Like baleful comets in the fkies, 
The meteors of Ambition rife, 

With flames portentous glare ; 
Ruhh headlong on, with lawlefs force, 
And featter, in their fatal courfe, 

Plagues, peftilence, and war! 


Immertal W1i114m's milder fway, 
Like that bright ftar which rules the day, 
With genial influence fhone ; 
His was the wife, the juft decree, 
That fix’d on gen’ral Liberty 
The bafis of the Throne, 


Hail! mighty Shade, ordain’d by fate, 
Beyond the fhort, the ftinted date 
To mortal life affign'd, 
. To chéck the Tyrant’s impious rage, 
Thy patriot name, in every 
The ‘Guardian of mankind. 


That name, as down the ftream of time 
It proudly floats, in ftate fublime, 

Shall keep the world in awe ; 
Shall fhake the wav’ring Monarch’s foul, 
And fright him to the juft controul 

Of order and of law. 


To Gon’s decree, the right divine, 

*Tis only glories fueh as thine 
Unerring titles bring ; 

?Twas doom’d by nature and by fate, 

That he, whofe virtue faves a ftate, 
Was born to bea King, 


MELANCHOLY. 
BY MR. 8. GIBBONS, 


OFFSPRING of fullen pride and woe, 
Melancholy, thee I’d fing ; 
Whofe prefence makes bleak Eurus blow, 
The raven flap its fable wing, 


Oft in the gloom of night thou fitt’ft 
Beneath the time- worn mould’ring 
tow’r, 
NoGurnal, where the fcreech-owl flits 
Brooding o’cs Misfortunc’s pow’r, 


TR Y. 


Anon, thou ftalk’ft athwart the aifle 
Of abbey, fallen to decay, 

Contemplating the gothic pile, 
Where fuperftitionown’d thy {way. 


Erft did here the hooded Fryar, 

By glimmering taper count his beads, 
His breatt ne’er glow’d with focial fire, 
Severely rigid were his deeds. 


For aétive virtue form’d was man, 
Our mutual wants claim mutual aid3’ 

_We fruftrate our Creator’s plan, 
By feeking folitude and hade. e 


Submiffive, grateful, and refign'd 
Showld be probationers on earth ; 
Religion pure hath not enjoin’d 
ale penance, of monaftic birth. 


Dire Melancholy thou doft arm 
With dagger keen thy vidtim’s hand ; ; 
Since life, thou fay’ft, no more can charm, 
Its torturing ills no more withftand. 


Thou whirl’ft him to the reeking cell,, 
Where black Defpair, thy filter twin, 


Delights in Mifery’s horrid-yell, 
And Suicide’s atrocious fin, 


HORACE, BOOK II, ODE XVI, _ 


IMITATED, 


TO A FRIEND. 


Otiym Divos rogat in patenti ’ fie 


Prenfus #igao, &e. 


HEN ftermy feas with fury roll, 
And burfting thunder fhakes the pole, 
The frighten’d failor fees 
The horrors of the deep appear, 
And while pale death approaches near, 
He prays aloud for eafe. 


80 Ruffia’s fons, midft din of war, 
While ftern Bellona mounts her car, 

No doubt with for the fame ; 
But neither fceptres, wealth, nor power, 
Can bring it for a fingle hour 

To Kings—nor yet to them, ; 


Who lives on little, with content, 

Reflecting on a life well {pent, 
Can balmy fleep enjoy ; 

No luxury adorns his board, 

But what his fortune can afford, 
And things that never cloy, 


Since life uneertain is, and fhort, 
Why fhould men with their moments fport, 
And after thadows fly ? 
Although they run to Indian climes, 
And turn Nabobs, yet their crimes 
And raping ne'er will die, 


The 








2. 


is & 
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"The crael fates cut Manners? thread, 
And number’d him among the dead : 
Each hour each minute fhews 
.The bafe are fpar’d, while heroes die, 
“And none can tell the reafon why— 
*Tis Heaven alone that knows, 


You rich ih money, plate, and land, 

Have twenty fervants at command, 
Be happy if your wife: 

A fpark of genius me is given, 

It is a curfe—yet, 1 thank heaveny 
And vulgar fouls defpife, 


TRUE BENEVOLENCE, | 


AH! why repine, Philander, at thy lot? 
View the poor peafant in his humble cot; 
His lictle offspring pierce him with their cries ; 
in the ftraw pallet, lo! the mother lies, 
void of-comfort, and of generous aidy 
By grief and ficknefs funk into a fhade, 
Ye rich, ye great; who wafte in fumptuous 


fare. 
What might fo many refcue from defpair, 
Oh ! learn the trueft luxury to know, 
That of relieving indigence and woe : 
Affuage the widow’s and the orphan’s tear, 
You’ll find the joy you give, return fincere, 
het not the manners of the prefent age 
Wanerve the Hero, and infect the Sage. 
To footh th’ affliéted, fuccour the diftrett, 
To pour the balm in virtue’s fuffering breaft, 
Of pallid fear will even death difarm, 
‘When carthly grandeur lofes power to charm, 


G, 


NOVEMBER. 


4N ODE. 
ey MR. j. H, WYNNE, 


RIGHT Summer, with his train, far off 
retires, 

. Nor bluthing fruits the mellow feafon 
yields ; 

Nor mild autumnal funs diffufe their fires $ 

Nor yellow harvefts wave upon the fields. 


The glowing tints that purpled o’er the 
; eatt 
What time at morn’ the thepherd fought 
his fold; 
¢ billowy clouds that painted all the 
welt, f » ¥ 
And deck’d declining Phoebus’ car with 


gold; 
Thefe fade away':+On the fteep mouns 
tain’s brow, 
’ The grey mift hovers in the louring fky;' 
, Veiling the fun; and in the dale below, 
The cifiag vapowre dim his ev’ning eye. 


£3. | -3°7 
Lo Winer iffues from his bleak abode, 
To fptead his darkfome-mantle o’er the 
deep : 
To (catter wild commotion all abroad, 
From the rude caves where infant teme 


pelts fleep: 


Thefe wake to lord it o’et the fubje& feas ; 

The gentle ftreams, in icy fetters bound, 

Shall foon. forget to murmur to the breeze, 

Or kifs their banks fo late with flow’ra 
cis crewn’d, 


Thofe flow’rets charm no more :—the 


leaflefs groves 
And meads defpoil’d of verdure now 


appéar— 
The feather’d fongfters ceafe to chaunt 
their loves, jong 
Whilft all things droop with the decline 
ing year, 
Nature feems dead, as if her genia} pow’r 
Were borne to fome far diftant fervid 


clime, , ve 
Where Summer ftill leads on the {miling 
hours, 
And reigns inceflant through the Iength 
of tume ; F 


While here the rudely-rufhing fhow'rs def= 
cend 

As the mad gufts with rifing fury blow, 

Or feeble rays from heav’n’s bright lamp 


extend, 
Obliquely glancing o’er a waite of fnow. 


Yet this fad feafon can its joys fupply :— 
The fong, the dance, the theatre de- 
light 
To warm the bofom, to enchant the eye; 
And beauty, mirth, and focial blifs ine 
vite. 


While thefe prevail; while books and 
"éonverfe pleafe, 
While virtue, freddie, can their charms 
difplay, 
The cheek health-painted and the mind 


at eafe, 
Shall bid Novemaar rival blooming 
May, : é 


TOA 
YOUNG LADY, on ner BIRTH-DAY. 
WRITTEN IN AUTUMN: 


BY MR. S. GIBBONS, 
HOW faft decays the lively bloom 
Of yon empurpled dale ! 
How foon will Wintet’s withering réign 
O’er every {cene prevail! 
_ Thus* 
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Thus time, Meliffa, may confume 
The rofe that decks thy face, 

Dim the blue luftre of thine eye, 
Rob beauty of each grace. 


But fenfe and virtue ftill ean charm, 

~ Though wrinkled age appear ; 

Thefe thall endear thee to thy friend, 
Through each revolving year. 


Unruffi’d by the adverfe gale, 
May life ferenely glide; 

, Or fhould difafter intervene, 
In Power fupreme confide. 


Ynfpir’d by hope, Meliffa then 
The blifgcan antedate 

Of bright abodes, where endlefs jeye 
The truly good await, 


VERSES 
BNGRAVED UPON A HUNTING HORN, 


LEAVE, ftudious youth, the aatomerey, 
Health in the woodlands now abounds, 
Hear, from this horn, th’ infpiring lay, 
Each vale hall lengthen out the founds, 


And thou, Oh Dias, with thy train, 
Be prefent, roufe the lurking prey ; 
Nor let their coverts thefe reftrain, 
. €ourfe as the wind the open way. 


So thy receffes unenjoy’d, 
No beaft goat-footed thall come near; 
Nor by Attzon thou annoy’d, ; 
When bathing in the fountain clear. 


THE COMPLAINT. 


WHEN firft 1 faw, upon the plain, 

: Fair Delia’s rifing charme, 

My bofom felt a pleafing pain, 
And all love’s foft alarms. 

I vainly thought fhe would prove kind, 
And eafe my love-fick heart; 

But little did I know her mind— 
*T was proof ’gainft all my aft, 


She'd laugh, the'd fing, the’d toy and play, 
But, when I told my tile, 

-&od bade her name the happy day, 

_ My words could not prevail, 

Too foon, alas! the cuufe I knew 
‘Won by a'richer fwain, 

She to his happy arms flew, 
And left me to compizin, 


Where joyful fcenes delight the PO 
No more I with togo, 
But near fome Jonely riv’let tray, 
That murmurs to my woe 4 
$.00 the whifp’ring winds complain, 
bile taare Aiccam from my eyes 





And to the rocks refate my gi 
That echo back my wm. 


The fields and groves, that once look’8 gay, 
No longer charm my fight ; , 

1 pats, *midét grief, che ling’ring day, 
*Midft tears the gloomy night. 

No pleafure now, alas! I find—~ 
Each hour adds to my grief, 

And fince my fair hath prov’d unkind» 
Death muft bring me relief, 


Extended near fome moffy cave, 
Which mantling branches thade, 

I'll court the dark and filent graves 
For all life’s joys are fled : 

And when my eyes are feal’d by death, 
Let this my tomb adorn ; 

* A haplefs youth lies here beneath, 


* Kill'd by fair Delia’s feorn.”” . 
Joveuwm 
LA PIE, 
rat L2. 


"TN cété blanc & {l'autre noir, 
Vint au monde Margot la Pies 
Lecigne & le corbeau, voil’ f compagnise’ 
Sans I’un des deux on ne pouvoit la voir 


Avec le cigne, en promenade, 
Du cété blanc elle faifoit parade g 
Si le corbeau la rencontroit, 

Le noir alors feul fe montrait. 


Etoit-elle, par aventure, 

La caufe de quelque malheur ® 
le corbeau recevoit l’injure § 
Le cété noir cauloit letreus, 


Le cigne paffant avec elle, 
Donaoit-il preuve de bonté? 


Monneur au cété blanc, c’eft Margot que 
appelle, 
Pour tui donner le prix qu’un autre a mérité. 


Homie é double vifage eft l’objet de ceconte, 

&i vous le rencontrez, fuyes-le d’un grand 
ceur : 

Prég de lui faites bien, il en aura lhonneurs 

Kc oe’ fait quelque mal, ib ef fur votre 
compte. 


PPBEGR AMM E, 
J ee wawvais porte, 
DEVANT toi, de tes vers on vante |'élé 
gance, 
On te dit qu’ils font bons : cet encens t’étours 
: dit; 
Damon, contenteptoi de ce que l’on en dit, 


Mais ne t’taforme pee de ce gic |’on en penfe, 
“ad . MONTHLY. 
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REGISTER. 


PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS. 


MOUSE or LORDS. 
Tuxepay, Nov. 20. 


"THERE being a Council at the Cock- 
pit, it was near four o’clock before 
the Lord Chancellor came down to the 
Houfe of Peers, where there was a very 
full attendance. 
As foon as his Lordfhip was feated on 
the woolfack, 
Lord Dover (Sir Jofeph Yorke) was in- 


troduced with the ufual folemnitics, and . 


his patent of peerage being read, he 
took the oaths and his feat. He was in- 
troduced between Lord Ambherft and 
Lord Sidney. 
The Lord Chancellor then rofe and 
obferved, that though their Lordthips had 
met in purfuance of the laft prorogation, 
yet it had been the general praétice to 
fummon the Houfe to mect for the dif- 
patch of bufinefs. To account for this 
omiffion on the prefent occafion, he 
thought it incumbent on him to fay, that 
from the fiteation which he had the ho- 
nour to hold, it was his province to re- 
ceive his Majefty’s commands for pro- 
roguing or fummoning the Parliament, but 
Much was the lamentable diforder with 
which his Majefty was afli&ted, and fuch 
the feverity of his illnefs, that he could 
not approach his royal perfon to receive 
his commands. 
The Lord Prefident of the Council 
Lord Camden) faid, that it had no doubt 
een the general pradtice to give forty 
days notice previcus to the meeting of 
Parliament for the difpatch of bufinefs, 
There was no law however which re- 
Quired this, though it had been a cuftom 
which had been in general adopted by his 
Majefty’s Miniftersto prevent any com- 

lajnt in the Houfe of their being taken 
2 furprife,—There were, however, fe- 
veral precedents in the hiftory of this 
country, where in cafes of rebellion, and 
other emergencies of State, Parliament 
bad been fummoned on a notice of four- 
teen days, and he conceived the critical 
fituation of his Majeity’s health a futfi. 
cient reafon to juftify the prefent devia- 
tion from the ufual praétice.—He did not 
find however any inftance in which either 
Hotife of Parliament had proceeded to 
the confideration of any national bufinefs 
eill'the Seffion had been opened in the 
dfual form. It was his intention, there- 
ferc, firfto-move, That the Houle do ad- 





journ till this day fortnight. If their 
Lordthips fhould agree to that, he would 
then move, That the Houfe be fummons 
ed, and that the Lord Chancellor be em- 
powered to write letters of fummons ta 
their Lordthips, requiring their attendance. 
on that day. 

The motions being feverally put and 
agreed to nem. dif. the Houfe immedi- 
ately adjourned til] Thurfday the 4th of 
December next. 


HOUSE or COMMONS, 
Tuvravay, Nov. 20. 


AT half paft three the Houfe was very 
full, and Mr. Pitt having entered, the 
Speaker addreffed the Houle as follows: 

** Gentlemen, 

** There being ne commiffion for the 
further prorogation of Parliament; is @ 
your pleafure that I now take the chair ?”* 

This being aflented to, the Speaker 
took the chair accordingly, and informed, 
the Houfe, that during the retefs he had. 
iffued four new writs, in the room of three 
deceafed Members, and of Sir James 
Harris, called up ta the Houfe of Lords, 

Several Members took the eaths and 
their feats. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer then 
rofe and faid, that from unhappy citcum- 
ftances Parliament was compelled to meet 
without the ufual previous notice ; the la- 
mentable continuance of his Majefty’s in- 
difpofition rendered it impoflible for his 
Majeity’s fervants to receive his com- 
mands, fo that a further prorogation 
could not poffibly take place. Very few 
inftances could be found ist hiftory where 
Parliament were fimilarly fituated ; in cafes 
the neareft in refemblance to the prefent, 
it had been thecuftom to adjourn, The de- 
licate fituation of our affairs fuggefted the 
expediency of adopting the fame condu& 
upon this occafion, he fhould therefore 
fubmit to the fenfe and candour of -the 
Houfe the propriety of adjoarning for a 
fortnight ; if the Houfe fhould do him 
the honour of agrecing to this motion, he 
would follow it by another, which to in- 
force 2s full an attendance as he had the 
happinefs of fecingat prefent would clears 
ly be neceflary ; a call of the Houfe on 


this day fortnight was the fubje@ of his 
intended fecond motion ; and if, contrae 
ry to the fincere withes arid fervent pray- 
ers o: the nation, the prefent melancholy 

te 
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Rate of his Majefty’s health thould be 
traéted, it would be the indifpenfible duty 
of Parliament,to proceed with all due 
and fuitable folemnity to the difpatch of 
bufinefs of the firft importance; and in 
order to give efficacy to the call of the 
Houfe, it would be expedient to fend to 
_allthe Members circular letters, requir- 
ing their punétual attendance on the day 
gnrdtioned: He knew of nothing further 
which it was neceffary to add; he fhould 
therefore move, ** That this Houfe do, at 
its firft rifing, adjourn tothis day fortnight. 
The Speaker having put the queftion, 


FOREIGN IN 


Ferrara, Sept, 23. 


"HE cabinet of medals belonging to our 
Univetfity was robbed in the night of 
the 18th; the weight of the pieces of gold 
-and filver, of which it confilted, might 
amount to 2000 crowns; but the value of 
the medals, which are moftly of the mid- 
dle age, and very {carce, is confiderable. 
‘After many councils held by the Refor- 
mer of the Studies aftd the Cardinal Legate, 
they agreed to offer a pardon and 100 du- 
eats to the thief himfelf, or any of his ac- 
complices, who would confefs the crime, 
and enable them to recover the colleétion, 
This had the defired effeét, for as foon as 
the decree was publifhed, one of the ac- 
complices went to the Lieutenant of the 
Police, and told him the place where the 
had hid the medals till they could difpofe 
of them, fo that they are all recovered. 
The informer has been rewarded with his 
pardon and 100 ducats, and has im- 
peached the reft of his accomplices, who 
will be tried. 

Vienna, O&. 15. Thenews of the tak- 
ing of Navi on the gd inf, by affault, was 
received here on the 10th,_ and that the 
Turkith gerrifon, confitting of 600 men, 
had furrendeved themfelves prifoners 
of war. Forty pieces of cannon, with 
large quantities of every fort of ammu- 
nition, were found in the place. 

By letters of the gth it appears that the 
Emperor was iiill in the neighbourhood 
of Lucos ;-that his advanced pof occu- 
pied the rifing grounds on one fide of Ca- 
ranfebes; and-that the Turks remained 
mafters of the heights onthe other fide of 
that town. 

Copenhagen, Of. 21. A new and more 
eonfpicuous. light-houfe has juft been 
erected by order of this government on 
the Ifland of Anholt. It is of a cylindri- 


cal form, 50 Danifh eHs in height, and 
g9-ells in circumference ; andon the fum- 
imiteis placed a furnace, or grate, two feet 
nine inches high, and five feet in diame- 
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it was immediately carried nem. cof, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer theft 
moved, ‘* That-on this -day fortnight 
there bea call’of this Houfe.” 

This queftion was put and carried in the 
fame manner. 

The third motion was then read, ** that 
the Speaker fhould write to the different 


Sheriffs in the kingdom, dire&ing them 
to inform the Members in their re{pedtive 
counties of the intended call of the Houte, 


and to — their attendance,’’ to which 
the Houfe agreed, and . imthediately al« 
journed, 


TELLIGENCE, 


ter; fo that the flame, being fironger 
and more thandouble the former altitude 
(which was only 2¢ ells), will be obfervs 
ed ata much greater diftance. The edi- 
fice is 2,500 Danifh elis to the weftward 
of the old building : it is ate ells from 
the eaft point of the ifland, and 56 ells 
above the furface of the water. The fire 
willbe kindled in the new light-houfeon 
the 14th of November at half an hour af- 
ter fun-fet ; and from that time the old 
light will be difeontinued. The Danith 
ell istwo Englith feet nearly. 

Vienna, O&@, 22. The Emperor, after 
vifiting the fortrefles of Temefwar and 
Arad, (at the fir of which places Mare 
fhal Pelegrini remains as trigger ree 
turned to the army on the 15th inftant, 
which, onthe 16th had reached a village 
called Soka, and was expeéted to arrive at 
Apova, on the banks of the Danube, this 
day or to-morrew. The divifion under 
General Wartcnfleben, confifting of about 
1g,000 men, has retaken poffeffion of Ca- 
ranfebes, and extended its patrols as far 
as Cornia. General Dalton advances 
with his corps to Werfchetz and Weifkir- 
chen. The Turks#emain mafters of Meas 
dia, Schupaneck, and Orfova; but they 
have abandoned Pan{cova ;and their prin- 
cipal force occupies the two banks of the 
wea in the neighbourhood of Bel- 

tade. 

: Vienna, O&. 29. An a€tion took place 
on the 20th or 21ft inftant, between a di- 
vifion of the Emperor’s army, oni its 
march from Sakolo to Opova, and 4 
confiderable body of Turks: the latter, 
after having cut to pieces a battalion of 
Auftrian Chaffeurs, amounting to 350 
men, were at length compelled to retire. 
They, however, carried off in their re- 
treat all the pontons, and alfo the draught 
horfes which were attached to that divi- 
fion. The Emperor’s head quarters were 
on the 2gd at Jakuba, about nine Englith 
miles from Panfcova. Marthal Lentola 
is Mill engaged in the fiege of Gradifea. 

a Madrid, 











Madrid, Nov. g. Onthe 28th of Ofo- 
er, the Infanta Donna Mariana was de- 
livered of a Prince; but her Royal High- 
-nefs was foon afterwards taken ill of the 
f{mall-pox, and died yefterday evening. 

Touloufe, 04.23. The return of our Par- 
liament took place on the 2oth. Atlthe 
members were ordered by letters de 
cachet to meet on the 27th, to receive the 
King’s orders. ‘Fhofe letters were fent 
en the ed, by Mr. de Monchenu, com- 
mandant in fecond in Vivarais, who is 
come to replace the Count de Perigord 
here. Before they metin form, the ma- 
giftrates affembled at the firft prefident’s ; 
_and agreed to requeft two of their bre- 
thren to refign their offices, having fhewn 
-themfelves oppofite in principles and {fen- 
timents to the reft, 

On the day of mecting, Mr de Mon- 
ehenu went to the Palais at fix in the 
morning, to order the guard away, and 
take the feals of the regifters. 

The magiftrates were conduéted to the 
Palais by a cavalcade of 150 young gen- 
tlemen in uniform, having plumes of fea- 
thers in their hats, armed with Jamces and 

bucklers, and preceded by a band of mar- 

fial mufic. The ftreets through which 
they paffled, fome of which ‘were car- 
peted; and others had pillars with feftoons 
of flowers, and infcriptions in Latin, 
French, and the Provincial dialeé&t, were 
crowded with multitudes from all parts. 

Pars, Od. go. M. de Leffeps, vice- 
conful of Cronftadt, interpreter of the 

Ruffian Janguage in the Count de la Pey- 
xoufe’s hip, arrived at Verfailles the 17th 
infant, and was introduced to his Ma- 
jefty by M. de ia Luzerne, Secretary of 
the Navy. He had been charged to con- 
vey to France the difpatches, journals, 
and maps, remitted to him by the faid 
Count on the goth of September, 1787, 
at the port of Avatfka, or St. Peter and St, 
Paul, fituated at the Southern extremit 

of the peninfula of Kamfchatka. The vef- 
fel that the government of Ruffia annually 
fends from Okotfkoi to Avatha, having 
failed laft year, Mr, de Leffeps refolved to 
coaft all along the Okotfkoi, or Pengina 
fea, in order to reach the grand continent 
of Afia; but the bad weather, the conti- 
pental ftorms, and hurricanes, forced him 
to remain on the peninfula till the 27th of 
the following January. It was only atthat 
epoch he could begin his journey along the 
coaft of Kamfchatka. When at the ifthmus, 
which joins that land to the continent, he 
followed the Eaftern coaft of Pengina fea ; 
he paffed through Jugiga, and after a moft 
¢langerous journey reached Okotfkoi the 
&th of May. This part of his journey 
was performed on fledges drawn by 
Kamfchadalian dogs, or rein-deer, after 
the manner of the countrigs he went 
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through. The overflowing of immenfe 
torrents, on account of the melting of 
the ice, kept him at Okothkoi till the 8th of 
June. The moment the Lena was navi- 
able, he embarked and remounted as 
f as Jufkoutfki, where he arrived the 
beginning of Auguft, From thence he fet 
out on the rith, and pafled through 
Tomik, Tobolfki, Catherineburg, Kafan, 
Nynei-Novogorod, Mofcow, Tuer, and 
Novogorod-Velikoi, crofling all the wide 
rivers of Siberia. He performed _ this 
journey on a kibitk, or Ruffian carriage, 
unhung, and arrived at St. Pcterfburgh 
the 21it of September. He left that ca 
pital the 26th, at fix o’clock inthe morn- 
ing, after having received Count de Se- 
gur’s difpatches, his Moft Chriftian Ma~ 
jefty’s Minifter Plenipotentiary at the Em- 
prefs of Ruffia’s Court. His excellent 
conttitution, his ativity, and zeal, enabled 
M. de Leffeps to fupport the fatigues and 
dangers that muft inevitably attend a 
painful and long journey of 4000 leagues, 
through unfrequented and thinly inha- 
‘bited countries. He arrived at Verfailles 
the a7th, at three o’clock in the afters 
noon, He acknowledges that the ready 
affiftance he met with from all the Ruffian 
commanders, whofe prote&tion he had a 
right to expeét, facilitated very much his 
extraordinary journey. 

Paris, Nov, 9, 1788. On Thurfday was 
held the firft Affembly of the Notables, 
His Majefty went there in ftate to open 
the Seffion about eleven o’clock, and re- 
turned abouttwo, Afrer a fhort fpeech 
from the King, followed by another 
from the Keeper of the Seals, on the ge- 
neral motives of his Majefty for callin 
them together, Monf. Necker pr? | 
into a particular deta‘'l of the queftions 
which were to be laid before them. 


aoe STII 
West Inora InNTELLIGENGE. 


St, Fago de laVega, Aug. 7. A mot di- 
abolical attempt to poifon a whole family, 
was made fome few evenings ago, at 
Vineyard Pen, in Liguanea, the property 
of William Smith, Efq. Lait Thurfday 
morning, (as it would appear) one of the 
fervants belonging to the Pen, had drawn 
fome water of a fine well within the pre- 
mifes, for culinary purpofes, which was 
obferved to be unufually difcoloured, with 
a filthy green fediment at the bottom. 
Thefe appearances created the moft vio. 
lent fufpicion, and the well was prefently 
afterwards fearched, when the dead body 
of a dog was then taken, out, with its 
throat newly cut, its entrails drawn, and 
the mouth, as well as the cavity of the 
belly, filled with verdigrife and brafs pins. 
Mr. Smith has offered a reward of 100 
pifioles, to difcover the malicious and ne- 

Farious 














| 
{ 


farious perfon who was the author of 
this black bufinefs, and we fincerely hope 
«hat his endeavours to bring the wretch to 
quitice may be crowned with fuccels, 
We fhould not forget to add, that fome of 
the officers of his Majefty’s 3d regiment, 
at Up-Park Camp, who, for aconfiderable 
time paft, have ufed no other than the 
Vineyard Pen water, narrowly efcaped 
the effeéts of this poifonous fluid ; fome 
af which they had aétually boiled for 
breakfaft the fame morning, but provi- 
dentialiy threw it away on account of its 
alarming colour; and we are informed 
that a medical gentleman of that regiment, 
@rank a glais of the water, and was fhortly 
afterwards attacked by the moft alarming 
fymptoms, and the deadiieft ficknefs ; but 
recourfe being had to proper antidotes, 
he was enabled to difcharge the greateft 
art of the bancful beverage, or he would 
snevitably have loft his life. We are happy 
to add, that the gentleman in queftion, 
though he was in a moft dangerous fitua- 
tion, is now in 2 fair way of vss py 
Kingflon, Aug. 16. On Monday lait a 
tree American Negro man went to the 
houfe of Mr. M'Gillivray, near Bath, and 
ftruck a male flave of his own colour, the 
property of that geatleman, to the heart 
with a lanee, who immediately expired, 
and then murdered three of his children. 
He next affaulted the wife of the de- 
ceafed, and wounded her fo defperately 
with an axe, that very little hopes are en- 
tertained of her life. He was fhortly af- 
terwards apprehended with a loaded muf- 
ket in his hand, and committed to prifon 
for trial. 
Dominica, Sept. 3. The poffeflions of our 
lanters here have been laid waite in a mof 
readful manner by the late hurricane; 
‘but our neighbours at Martinico have fuf- 
fered far more. So horrid a {cene was f{carce 
ever experienced before. The dreadful 
tempelt in 1766 is not to be compared to 
it. Whole parithes are deftroyed, andthe 
umber of perfons who have loft their 
lives is fo great, that we dart not mention 
‘what report eftimates it at, for fear of ex- 
aggeration. In fome parts of the ifland 
there ts not a building to be feen. At 
Ceravel the fea left its bed, and carried 
off all the houfes. Above 60 negroes 
were fwept away by the torrent, or 
erufhed by the fall of the houfes, There 
is {carce a planter in thofe cantons who has 
not Jo{t fome negroes. The tempeft feems 
to have taken its dircftion towards the 
North, and did not fpread far It has 
not, we believe, left any traces for more 
than 10 or 12 leagues, a6 St. Lucia has not 
fuffered ; but, we fear, it was felt at St. 
Chriftopher’s and Barbadoes. 

Aug 21. Sunday morning an affair of 


honour was determined at Bath, in St. 


Thomas it tke Hatt, Vetw'een Nathanic) 
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Philips and James Donaldfon, Efqrs, at- 
tended by their feconds. They fired at 
the fame inftant of time, and the ball of 
the former took place, and fhot Mr. Do- 
naldfon through the heart, who expired 
immediately, The furvivor has the cone 
folation to refle&, that he offered every 
reafohable fatisfaétion to prevent this un- 
happy bufiaefs, but the deceafed refuled 
to accept of any apology thort of a public 
one, which Mr. Philips, from the circum- 
flances of the cafe, did not feel himfelf 
difpofed to make. 
AMERICA, 
Worcefter County, Aug. 28. 

On Tuefday lai week, in the afternoon, 
the back parts of this county were vifited 
with a moft furious. tornado, which came 
from the South Weft, andin its courfe ex- 
tended inany miles in width. By accounts 
from New York, Conneticut, Vermont, 
and New Hampthire, wedearn, that it 
was feverely felt in parts of all thofe ftates'; 
as yet we have not been favoured with 
very particular accounts of the damage 
fultained by this convulGon of nature, but 
as it extended over a largetrack of country, 
it muft be great. At Putney, in the fate 
of Vermont, a number of barns were un- 
roofed, feveral cattle killed by the falling 
of trees, which in fome places were broken 
off, and in others torn up by the roots; 
par piste and many fruit-trees were de~ 
firoyed. In Dummerfton a young child 
was killed by the falling of a tree, as it 
was tugning with its mother acrofs a wood 
to the houfe of the neareft neighbour ; 
fcarcely a town in that vicinity, that has 
not iuffered confiderably by cattle being 
killed, buildings unroofed and blown 
down, and in fome places the devaftation 
is marked by acres of fturdy oaks being 
fwept from their places by this terrible 
befom of deftruétion. The wind blew for 
about 15 minutes Southwardly, and thea 
fuddenly varied South-Weftwardly, feeme 
ingly with redoubled violence. The ef« 
feéts of the tornado appear fimilar in 
Peterfham, Weftminfter, and other towns 
in this country. The roads in many placed 
were blocked up with fallen trees, fome 
of which were two feet in diameter, and 
were broken off only a few feet from the 
ground, and many were violently ree 
moved feveral yards diftance. 

Halifax, in Nova Scotia, Aug. 28, Mone 
day the detachment of the Royal Ars 
tillery, commanded by art. D’Ver- 
not, was reviewed by his Royal Highnefs 
Prince William wen F They appeared 
in excellent.order, and by their dexterity 
both in the ufe of their field pieces and 
fmal] arms, met with the fulleft appro» 
bation 

Ou Tuefday his Royal ‘Highnefs ro 
viewed the gth, or King’s owa regiment, 
The iegiurcmt went througlt the manual 
excrcile, 
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exercife, firings, and a great variety of 
evolutions, with a promptitude and exatt- 
neféthat did honour both to the officers 
and men. ; 

“© After the review, the Prince re- 
turned on board his fhip. But the So- 
ciety of Blue and Orange, of which his 
Highnet is a member, being to dine to- 
Bet r at the barracks of the 4th regiment, 

is Highnefs landed about four o'clock, 
asa Prince of the Empire. Previous to 
his landing, the ftandard of England was 
difplayed at the maft-head of the Andro- 
meda, on which a royal falute was fired 
from all the King’s fhips in the harbour, 
and from the Governor’s yatcht. The 
fhips yards were handfomely manned 
with failors, neatly dreffed in their blue 
jackets and clean white trowfers, and 
who, after the falute, gave three cheers, 
Commodore Sandys, in his barge, with 
his broad pendant, Capt. Minchin and 
Capt. Buller in their refpeétiye barges, 
with their pendants, left their fhips.to ac- 
company the Prince afhore. On his 
entering his barge and leaving his thip, 
the Royal Standard was ftruck at the ma 
head, and a very neat one difplayed in his 
barge. The fhips again fired a royal fa- 
Jute, and manned their yards as before. 
His Royal Highnefs was received at the 
fhip by his Excellency the Governor, Bri- 
gaié General Ogilvie, and feveral other 
gentlemen of the army, uncovered, and by 
them cfcorted, through a line of troops, 
to the place of entertainment. A royal 
falute was fired by a detachment of the 
artillery, drawn up near the flip, imme- 
diately upon the Prince’s landing; and 
another fiinsté was fired from the citadel, 
as foon as his Highnefs reached the bar- 
sacks. About half pait, eight o’clock in 
the evening, the troops of the garrifon 
were drawn up onthe fummit of Citadel- 
hill, and fired a few de joye, accompanied 
by a difcharge of 63 cannon. 

New York, Of. 14. The Congrefs are 
now fitting, for the purpofe of delibe- 
rating on the fteps neceflary to be taken 
from two of the ftates having refufed to 
adopt the article of general confederacy. 
Mr. Ruffen is fet off for Wilmington, in 
North Carolina, to confer with the Go- 
vernment of that State on their refufal, 

A new frigate of 28 guns, for the fer- 
vice of the United States, has been juft 
launched here, called the Commerce. 





&:°C¢:-0O TL A'‘N D 

Stromnefi, Of. 10. About four o'clock 
in the morning of Saturday, the 4th 
curt. the large mildam above Pabdale, 
(a little diftance from Kirkwall), broke 
down, and the water came with fuch 
force, that it carried before it two houfes, 
im which were four people, who were 
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{wept along with the torrent, and drown 
ed. After that it filled the ftreets, and 
was full four, and, in fome places, fix 
feet high. A number of people were 
nearly fuffocated, or drowned, in their 
beds, and all the goods on ground floors 
were loit or damaged. 

The day. following, about twelve 
o’clock, a very high 4,ale of wind came 
on, and continued with fuch violence 
for more than five hours, that two fhips 
and one brigantine was driven on fhore, 
in the harbour of Stromnefs, which 
were no ‘ways damaged; but, between 
four and five, the Fame, of Working- 
ton, frem Drontheim, for Newry, with 
deals, lying in Cairfton roads, clofe by 
the harbour of Stromnefs, drove on a 
fhip to leeward of her, by which her 
mainmaft was carried away, and foon 
after fhe was forced on fhore A hip 
belonging to Greenock, alfo riding at an- 
chor in Cairfton roads, drove foul of the 
William, of Ayr, Daniel Duncan matter, 
from Peterfbirgh, for Ayr, with iron, 
hemp, tallow, and deals; and the floop’s 
fmall bower anchor parting, fhe drove 
faft towards the rocks, which forced the 
mafter to cut away the maft, which faved 
the veffel-going on fhore ; and the next 
morning, being moderate, fhe was towed 
into Stromnefs harbour, a mere wreck 
to appearance. Such deftruétion among 
the thipping has not been feen here for 
feveral years back. 

Edinburgh, Nov. 5 The anniverfary of 
the Revolution, in 1688, was obferved 
here yefterday, as a day of public thankf- 
giving. No bufinefs was done at any of 
the public offices, or by the inhabitants 
of this city in general, The churches 
were all remarkably crowded, more fo, 
perhaps, than on any former holiday ; 
and the Minifters, from their different 
pulpits, after reading the Aé of the Ge- 
neral Affembly of the Church of Scot- 
land, endeavoured to imprefs on the 
minds of their hearers, the gratitude the 
owed to Almighty God, for the bleff- 
ings they derived from the glorious revo- 
lution, by which the nation was delivered 
from civit and religious oppreflion, proper 
bounds fet to the royal prerogative, and the 
liberties and juft rights of the people fe- 
cured and confirmed ; and exhorted them, 
by every conftitutional means, to preferve 
and tranfmit all thefe rights and privileges, 
which they now enjoyed under the illuftri- 
ous Houfe of Hanover, inviolate to the 
lateft pofterity. 

Nov. 15. Yefterday was held the eighth 
anniverfary ofthe Antiquaries of Scotland, 
The meeting was numerous and refpec- 
table. The Right Hon. the Earl of Bu- 
chan delivered an elegant eulogium upog 
its inftitution, and expatiated upon the 
advantages which had redounded to lite- 

3D tature 





394 


rature, and to the arts, by the patronage 


of our gracious Sovereign. The fociety 
afterwards dined together, and, being 
impreffed with the mof fenfible regret 
for the prefent unhappy conjunéture, ad-: 
journed much fyoner than uiual, upon an 
occafion always dedicated to feltivity and 
Gonviviality, 

Nuvo, 20. The fybfcription for ereéting 
2 monument in memory of the glorious 
Revolution, fet on foot by the focicty of 
Independent Friends, goes on well.— 
There. was near 300]. fub{cribed by twenty 
members, at the meeting where the fub- 
{cription was propofed, and ntany confi- 
derable fubfcriptions have fince been _re- 
ecrved ; amongit which is gol. by the 
Duke of Portland, being the fame fym 
fubfcribed by his Grace,to the monu- 
ment to be ereéted in England, in com- 
memoration of the fame important event, 

Dundee, Nov. 6. Yekterday being the 
centenary of the revolution 1688, it was 
held here with, every mark of attention. 
There were difcourfes peculiarly adapted 
to the day, delivered in all the churches. 
Towards evening all the bells were fet a 
ringing, and a general and very extraor- 
dinary illumination took place. One gen- 
tleman, in particular, had five large win- 
dows, containing 24 candles each, and 
fome fmaller windows with numbers of 
candles. I am told there were in all 
about 150 cand!es in this houfe, and moft 
beautifully arranged they were. In the 
eveaing, numbers of gentlemen met, in 
different parties, to celebrate the day.— 
Amongit others, there was a full and re- 
ipefiable meeting of the revolution club ; 
near §9 members were prefent. The 
Rev. Dr. Blinfhall in the chair. George 
Dempiter, Efg. member for the town, 
was fo good as toattend. He at firft po- 
lately declined the chair, but, at the fame 
time, expreffed himfelf very handfomely 
on the occafton of meeting. ‘ After a vari- 
ety of loyaland well-adapted toafts were 
given, a number of revolution fongs were 
fung, and a great deal of mirth and good 
humour had circulated, the whole con- 
cluded with every demonftration of joy 
and fatisfaftion, and the utmoft decorum. 


% 
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Cork, Nov. 3. Saturday evening, be- 
tween the hours of fix and feven o’clock, 
Cornelius Defmond, coachman to Do¢tor 
Longfield, was found murdered in a lane 
near the barracks; one Edward Brien, 
alias Cowlagorow, a publican, fufpeéted 
to be concerned in the faid murder, was 
apprehended yelterday morning, by Row- 
land Sharp, city jailor, and lodged in 
Bridewell. 


Tuam, Ot, 30. Avery unfortunate and 


Shocking affair happened near this town 
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yeflerday, about four .o’clock inthe afters 
noon, on the lands of Guaranes, between 
Hyacinth Kirwan, of Gardenfield, Efq, 
arid Mr, Patrick Kirwan, (nephew to the 
faid Hyacinth) of Maries, w this county, 

It appears that thofe gentlemen had @ 
warm altercation refpeGing the colledtion 
of the rent of part of Guaranes, and each 
of them being well armed, attended om 
the ground, in order to affert his claim, 
where the latter of thofe unfartunate mea 
received the contents of a mufket in| the 
bottom of his belly, and initantly fell and 
expired. 

The unfortunate perpetrator of the above 
melancholy aét, was immodiately appre= 
hended, and committed to jail, by. the 
Rey, Edward Burton, our worthy and 
attive Magiltrate, efcorted by a party of 
the 56th regument quartered here, in or- 
der to ftand his tria} at the next aflizes to 
be held for this county. ; 

The Coroner and. Jury have brought in 
their verdi€l manflaughter at large. 





COUNTRY NEWS. 

Port{mouth, Of. 29. Yefterday morn. 
ing, at one o’clock, a Court Martial, con- 
fifting of Rear Admiral Peyton, as Prefi- 
dent, and the refpeétive Captains of ‘the 
fhips of war now in commiffion at this 
port, affembled on board. his Majefty’s 
fhip Edgar, to try the Firft and Second 
Lieutenants of the Phaeton frigate, com- 
manded by Captain George Dawfon. 

The charges againft thefe two officers 
were grounded on the evidence given ata 
Court Martial held on the furgeon of the 
Phaeton, while that fhip was in Gibral- 
tar Bay. Thefe charges accufe both the 
Firft and Second Lieutenants of aiding 
and affifting in broils and riots, that fre- 
quently pappeerd in the gun-room of that 

ip, and of the Firft Lieutenant having 
been beaten by the Surgeon, and calmly 
fubmitting to it, infead of making the 
fame publicly known to the Command- 
ing Officer, that proper means might 
have been purfued for a Court Martial on 
the original delinquent. 

The Firft Lieutenant was firft brought 
to trial; and it appeared, after a ftri@ ex~ 
amination of the witneffes on the part of 
the profecution, that he had, on the 6th 
of July, 1787, at twelve o’clock at night, 
in the gun-room of the faid fhip, received 
from'the Surgeon a molt fevere and cruel 
beating, that confined him fome days to 
his cabyn, and that he did nottake the 
{malleft notice of it. This was made very 
evident; but it did not in the leaft ap- 
pear that he had aided or affafted in any 
degree in fomenting the other quarrels 
which had taken place on board the Phae- 
ton. Onthe other hand, it came ont that 
he did every thing in his power to qucll 
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thefe diffentions, fo far as was his duty as 
Firft Lieutenant. 

The evidence being clofed on the part 
Of the profecution at four o’clock in the 
afternoon, the Prefident addreffed the 
. and informed him, “ That the 

aurt was ready to attend to what he had 
to advance. On this the witnelfes on his 
part were éalled in, to adduce fuch tefti- 
mony as he deemed neceffary to fubftan- 
tiate his defence. After which, ina manly 
and handfome’ manner, he requefted the 
indulgence of the Court till this morn- 
ing, when he fhouild be fully prepared 
for his defence. The Court adjourned 
im confequence, but this morning affem- 
bled again, on board the Edgar, at nime 
o’clock, and the Lieutenant is now mak- 
ing his defence. 

0@. 30. This morning the Court Mar- 
tial finifhed on board the Edgar, on the 
two Licutenants of the Phaeton; the refult 
of which is, the Lieutenants are difmiffed 
their thip. 

Newcajtle, OF. 25. Monday fe’nnight, 
in the afternoon, the houfe of Mr. John 
Glover, of Flefhbeck, near Kirkby-Loaf- 
dale, was broken into, while the family 
were at work in the fields, and robbed 
of ninety guineas, fix filver tea-fpoons, 
and one pair of fugar tongs. Diligent 
fearch was made for the thief without 
effe& ; but on Wednefday a man came to 
the houfe, declared he had committed 
the robbery on the day above mentioned, 
and inftantly reftored every article ex- 
cept one guinea, which he had expended. 
On his examination before Willlam Moure, 
Ffq. he defcribed very minutely his 
manner of cffcéting the robbery ; declar- 
ed he was in great diftrefs at the time 
he committed it; that he afterwards 
went into Lancafhire, and had travelled 
about thirty miles, when being ftung 
with remorfe for the crime, he found 
himfelf unable to proceed, and’ imimedi- 
ately formed the refolution of returning 
to confefs his guilt, and deliver the pro- 
imag to the lawful owner. He was to 
ave been committed to Appleby gaol, 
the next day, but found means to make 
his efcape from the conitables. 

Shrewfbery, Nov. 7. On the 20th ult, 
the following extraordinary circumftance 
occurred near Stoke upon Tern. About 
fwe o'clock in the evening, a man, de- 
cently dreffed, was obferved lying in the 
fide of a lane; and being fuppofed to be 
afleep, was permitted to remain unmo- 
fefted until night, when fome of the neigh- 
bours drew near to wake him, but found 
he was totally deprived of every faculty 
of life, and, to all appearance, dead — 
In this condition he was left on the ground 
a few hours longer, whilft the Coroner 
was confulted, and then conveyed into a 
Beighbouring houfe, where he continued 
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without eny fymptoms of life till about 
ten o’clock at nizght, when his pockets 
were fearched, and two bottles found 
therein, one of which contained affafeeti- 
da, and the other lavender drops, with this 
infeription; ‘ If I am found on the lett 
fide, turn me on the right, give me acer- 
tain number of drops, aud let me blood.”” 

The perfons who attended then exa- 

minéd hisarm, to fee if that operation 
had been often repeated, and finding it 
very thickly covered with marks of the 
lancet, the drops were inftantly adminif- 
tered, which was no fooner done than 
fome vital warmth was perceived, with 
convulfions about the ftomach, and in a 
few minutes after life was perfeétly re- 
ftored, the perfon ftood up, converfed 
with his benefaétors, and the next morn- 
ing, after having been liberally fupplied 
with cafh and comfortable nourifhment, 
by fome humane and hofpitable inhabi- 
tants of that place, he proceeded on his 
journey. He faid his name was Charles 
Rooks, that he had been affliéted for fe- 
veral years with frequent returns of the 
like fits, and fometimes continued with- 
out relief for twelve hours together, and 
that he had been bled on the occafion as 
many times as there were nicks on his 
walking-ftick, which amounted to 170, 
He had been for fome time at the hofpi- 
tal in Exeter, which he quitted in hopes 
that he was comipletely cured, and was 
then returning home to his father, who, 
by his account, is a Land furveyor at 
Eaton-Boats, in Chethire. 

Leeds, Nov. 10. Thecelebvation of the 
Revolution Jubilee in this town, on Tuef- 
day and Wednefday laft, was attended 
with every demonftration of joy and gra- 
titude, which the importance of the glo- 
rious event it was meant to commemo- 
rate, might be expeéted to excite in the 
breaits of all defcriptions of men. 

The ball at our Afiembly Rooms, on 
Bucfday evening, was very brilliant, 
near three hundred ladies and gentlemen 
being prefent, amongft whom were Earl 
Fitzwilliam, Lord Scarborough, and other 
perfons of diftinétion 
" Edward Sanderfon, Efq. the Mayor, gave 
a public breakfaft at the Hotel on Wed- 
nefday morning, to the Corporation, and 
moft of the gentlemen in the town and 
neighbourhood, who attended him ina 
proceffion to church, the band of the gq4th 
regiment of foot playing before them? 
the gentlemen had all orange cotkades, 
and the ftreets and windows were crowd- 
ed with fpeétators. 

A moft excellent ferman was preached 
bythe Rev. Mr. Haddon, from the fol- 
lowing text, 5th of John, and. part of 
the igth verfe, Pehold thou art made 
whole: fin no mare, left a worfe thing come 
upon thee. 








about 

















































396 





About ene hundred gentlemen after- 
wards dined together at the affembly 
rooms, _— Dixon, of Gledhow, Eiq; 
in the chair, where a fumptuous dinner 
was provided by Mrs. Cowling and Mr. 
Hick, confifting of turtle, venifon, and 
eyery rarity of the feafon. 

Hereford, Nov. 19. A moft melancho. 
ly accident happened laft week at Thrux- 
ton, nearthis city. The wife of a la- 
bourer in that parith adminiftered to her 
three fons on Wednefday, a,fmall quan- 
tity of white arfenic, which fhe miftook for 
eream of tartar. They all died in fix 
hours, and were interred in one grave on 
Friday laft. The eldeft was thirteen 
years of age. 

Thurfday evening laft the man carrying 
the Hereford Journal from Brecon, was 
attacked between Neath and Swanfea, by 
two men with their faces blacked and in 
failors dreffes, one of whom held him 
by the collar while the other rifled his 
pockets.of about thirty fhillings. 


DOMESTIC OCCURRENCES. 

OF. 28. Yefterday feven prifoners 
were conviéted atthe Old Bailey of fclo- 
nies, and three acquitted. 

The fame day the feflions ended, when 
Mr. Recorder pafled judgment of death 
©n nine eapital convicts, 26 were fen- 
tenced to be tranfported, two to be im- 
prifoned in Newgate, gine to be whip- 
ped, and 27 difcharged by proclamation. 

The feflion of goal delivery of New- 
Gate for this city and for the county of 
Middlefex is adjourned until Wedneiday 
the 10th of December next at the Old 
Bailey. 

Yeiterday morning 30 conviéts, fen- 
tenced for tran{portation, were removed 
from Newgate to the hulks at Woolwich, 
where they are to remain unti] the thips 
which are to carry them over are ready to 
receive them. 

Nov. 1. Yefterdayand Thurfday came 
en to be heard before the Lord Chancellor, 
at Lincoln's Inn Hall, a ecaufe of fome 
expectation between Chrift’s Hofpital and 
the Painter's Company. The hofpital 
demanded of the company the diftribu- 
tion of the intereft of 55,000}. now inthe 
funds, amongft poor blind perfons in- 
fead of the company, being the refidue 


of the late Mr. Stock’s eftate ; when it 


Wapaecreed that the company were en- 
u the diftribution-of the whole in- 
tereft, ina manner fimilar to the late Mr. 
Etherington's charity, paid at the hofpital 
to-poor blind perfons ; by which deter- 
mination the company will be enabled to 
provide for more than twice the number 
paid by Mr. Etherington’s charity. 
Thurfday, at his howe in Crown-ftreet, 
Wefiminfter, Mr. Dyne,a gentleman well 
Raown in the mufical world, aud belong- 
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ing to the Queen’s concert, difcharged a 
brace of piftols, one at each fide ofthis 
head, which fraétured his fkull ina moft 
fhocking manner. No caufe whatever has 
been afligned for the commiffion of this 
rafha&. His circumftances were affluent. 
He has left behind him a wife and eight 
children. 

Laft night the purfer of the Locko In- 
diaman, Captain Samways, came to the 
India Houfe, with the agreeable intelli- 
gence of her fale arrival off Plymouth, 
from China, on Thurfday morning, hav- 
ing failed from St. Helena the 19th of Au- 

ult, in a with the Lord Walfing- 
ad but parted with her on the gth of 
September. 

Thurfday night an alarming fire broke 
out at a cooperage in Whitecrofs-ftreet, 
which refifted, for three hours, the unit- 
ed efforts of feveral engines. The flames 
were not extinguifhed till one o’clock, 
by which time the building, and. a confi- 
derable quantity of barrels, ftaves, &c. 
were entircly deftroyed, and fix houfes 
in a court adjoining the cooperage. 

The fame night a fire broke out ata fu- 
gar-baker’s at Limehoufe, which conium-- 
ed the whole building, with a great part 
of the ftock in trade, 

Nov. 4. On Saturday came on before 
Lord Kenyonand a fpecial jury, the trial 
of Mitton, the fold:er, for aflaulting and 
wounding Mr. Crefpigny, in the Strand, 
on the sad of May lait. 

After the examination of the witnefles, 
Lord Kenyon fummed up the evidence 
with great clearncfs and precifion; his 
Lordthip faid, as tothe firft count of 
the indiétment, the evidence was fuch, 
that if Mr. Crefpigny had died, would in 
law amount a to manflaughter, and not 
to murder, he thould be acquitted of the 
intent to murder in this indiétment, and 
his Lordthip declared his opinion to be 
that way. 

The jury accordingly acquitted the pri- 
fone: ‘of the firft count, and brought in 
their verdi& guilty on the fecond, with- 
Out going out of court. 

Nov. 5. Yelterday being the cente- 
nary of the glorious Revolution, the Whig 
Club, which boafts of numbering among 
its members the lineal defcendants of thofe 
illuftrious houjes who principally contri- 
buted to the accomplifhment of the grand 
event, and who afterwards confirmed, 
and we truft eternized the benefits it 
conferred, by placing the crown in the 
Houfe of Brunfwick, properly took the 
lead in dedicating a feftival to the me- 
morable day. His Grace the Duke of 
Poriland took the chair, and he was _ 
ported on theright and left by the houfes 
of Ruffel and Cavendifh, and a moft nu- 
merous body of the moft diftinguifhed 
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the country, and exalted endowments of 
mind. Weknownot what country, much 
Jefs what club, could exhibit fuch a com- 
bination of fortune, charaf&er, and ta- 
lent. 

After a fplendid dinner, the following 
toaits were given from the chair. 

1. The glorious and immortal memory 
of King William the Yhird. 

2. The Conftitution, according to the 
principles afferted at the Revolution. 

g. The Rights of the people, 

4. The Friends of Freedum. 

§- The caufe for which Hampden bled 
inthe field, and Sydneyon the {cafiold. 

6. May the names of Ruffel and Ca- 
vendith be ever united in defence of the 
liberties of their country. 

7. May it be the charaéter of the Whig 
Club, never to flacken their efforts in ad- 
verfity, nor to forget their principles in 
‘profperity. 

- 8. The Houfe of Brunfwick, and may 
they never forget the principles which 
placed their family upon the throne of 
Great Britain. 

9. Maythe example of one revolution 
prevent the neceflity of another. 

Nov, 13. Avery melancholy affair hap- 
pened Jatt week inthe parifh of Mary-le- 
Bonne, A man, who was a ferjeant of 
militia, and a patrole in.the parifh, had 
ufed his wife fo ill, that fhe had found it 
neceflary to exhibit articles of the peace 
againft him. In confequence of this hecall- 
ed upon her one day laft week (for fhe had 
eeafed to live with him) and afktd her to 
drop the bufinefs. The wife told him 
that the regard the owed both herfelf and 
him would make her take the fecurity of 
the law againft ill ufage trom him for the 
future, being convinced, that if the did 
not, he would at laft be the death of her. 
On this the ferjeant took his leave, telling 
her that if fhe would call the next day at 
his lodging in Paddington-ftreet, the 
would find him there a dead corpfe. He 
then went to an apothecary’s, where he 
bought a confiderable quantity of corro- 
five fublimate, which he fwallowed. 
Having done this, he next repaired to a 

ublic-houfe, where he called for fome 
Soa liquor, and drinking it, was foon af- 
ter feized with convulfions, and expired. 

Tuefday a man underwent an exami- 
nation before William Addington, E{q. 
atthe Public-office in Bow-ftreet, being 
charged on oath, as well as upon his own 
confeflion, with being concerned in the 
wilful murder of a perion, whofe name at 
prefent is unknown.. He was committed 
to prifon for further examination. 

Laft Friday night was apprehended by 
the officers belonging to the Public-office, 
Shoreditch, a man whom they. fufpeéted 
of having a bag in his poffeflion, contain- 
img a great quantity of nails, &c. done 
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upin papers; they fécured lim, and the 
next day on his examination, he] proved 
to be a porter belonging to Meffrs, Spar- 
row and Co.*Ironmongers, in Smithfield, 
which he had plundered, by conveying 
them at different opportunities out of his 
matler’s warehoufe; the papers having the 
fhop mark on them, they were identi- 
fied by the foreman ; he was committed 
to Newgate for trial, 

Om the fame night was apprehended 
by the ofhcers belonging to the above 
othice, three foot-pads, who on the Wed- 
nelday night ftopped a gentleman in the 
Globe Fields, near Bethnal-green, and 
robbed him of three gu:neas and a half in 
gold, and ten fhillings in filver ; the gen- 
tleman making refiftance, they beat him 
in a fhocking manner with fticks till they 
brought him to the ground ; they then 
cut him with knives and a chiflel, and 
laid the fore part of his head open, and 
his fkull bare, but upou calling out murder, 
they left him wallowing in his blood. 
On the next day information being given 
at the above office, three of them were ap 
prehended at.a public-houfe near White 
chapel: the gentleman identified one of 
them before the magrit:ate,and one of them 
was admitted an evidence for the crown, 
when two of them were committed to 
take theirtrials at the next feffions. 

Margaren.---At Bath, the Right Hon. 
Arthur, Earl! of Donegal, to Mrs. Moore, 
At St. George’s, Hanover-fquare, Heane 
Fitzgerald, Efq; of the Inner Temple, to 
Mifs Le Keux, of Sydenham. At St. Bo- 
tolph’s, Aldgate, the Rev. J. Nicholfon, 
of Sunbury, Middiefex, to Mifs Boone, 
of Aldgate High-itreet. At Tunbridge, 
Alex. Goat, Efgq; of King’s-Bench Walks, 
London, to Mifs D. Delves, daugitter of 
Richard Delves, Efq; of Munbridge- 
Wells. At Chrifl-Church, Surrey,’ the 
Rev. Mr. Ackland, Reétor of Chriit- 
Church, to Mifs Giibank, of ¥erk. At 
Brighthelmftone, Robert Gardner, Efq; 
to Mifs Bullock, daughter of Thomas 
Bullock, Efq: late of Boddlefden Park, 
Bucks. At Worcefter, Dr. Ward, Phy- 
fician, of Evefham, to Mifs Ann Lloyd, 
daughter of Alderman Lloyd, of Wor- 
cefter. At Fulham, John De Charme, 
Efq; of Hammerfmith, to Mifs Harriot 
Gearing, daughter'of Mr. Gregory Geare 
ing, of the fame place. John Betts, Efq; 
of Stratford, Effex, to Mrs, Mary Orches, 
late of Edmonton. The Rev. Walter 
Maurice Johnfon, of Sible Hedingham, 
in Effex, to Mifs Poley, of Melford, 
Suffolk. At St. Ann’s, Soho, —— 
Lieocu, Efg; of Compton-ftreet, to Mrs. 
Bracher, of Store-ftreet, Bedford-fquare. 
At Chefhunt, the Rev. Mr. Tayler, of 
Ely-plece, to Mifs Porter, daughter of 
Benjamin Porter, Efq; of Theobaid’s 
Park, Hertford. At London, the Rev. 
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Mr. Ji Tole Rodick, of Wellingborough, 
Northamptonihire, to Miis Wilfon, of 
Edinburgh. At Hampitead, Cornwall 
Smalley, Eig; of Throgmorton-ftrect, to 
Mits. ‘lrerney; of Hampttead. Captain 
Samaurez, of the royal navy, to Miis Le 
Marchant, only daughter of Thomas Le 
Marchant, Eig; of the wiand of Guernfey. 
At Croydon, Surrey, John Hames; Efq; 
of Knightibridge, to Mils Hayter, only 
daughter of the late George Hayter, Bank 
Direttor. John Brooks, Efq; of bidden- 
ham, Bedtordfhire, to Miis Golding, of 
Manningtree, only daughter of the late 
Mr. H. Golding, of that place. At Brii- 
tol, the Rev. R. Bingham, Fellow of 
New College, Oxford, to Mifs Lydia 
Ann Dougias, eldeit daughter of Sir 
Charles Douglas, Bart. Rear Admural of 
the Blue. William Gregory, -Efq; his 
Majeity’s Coniul at Barcelona, to Muiis 
Sheffield, of Catton, near Norwich. 
Charles Smith, of the kingdom of Ire- 
land, Barriiter at Law, to Muis Frances 
Dorothea Santhill, of Milbrooke, Hants. 
Wilham Traywicke, Efg; of Henrietta- 
ftreet, Covent-garden, to Miis Brown, of 
King-ftreet, Covent-garden, At Whitley, 
in Surrey, the Rev. Thomas Green, Rec- 
tor of Offord d’Arrey, in Huntingdon- 
fhire, to Mits Chandler eldeft daughter 
of John Chandler, Efq; of Whitley. At 
St. George’s, Bloomibury, T. Allanfon, 
Efq; of Richmond, to Mifs Parry, of 
Bloomfbury-fquare. At Bifhop's Stort- 
ford, Herts. Woodrofle, Efq; of 
the Inner Temple, London, to Miis E, 
Percival, of Hockerill. At St. James’s 
Church, John Beardmore, Efg; of Picca- 
dilly, to Mifs Bolton, of Bond-ftreet, At 
Houghton le Spring, Edward Clavering, 
Efq; of Berrington, to Mifs Smith, of 
Herrington, im Durham. the Hon. Tho- 
mas Pelham, to Milfs Cobb, daughter of 
1. Cobb, Efq; of Bath. At Plymouth, 
J. Foot, Efq; Builder’s fecond Affiftant 
at Plymouth-ya;d, to Mifs Betfey Wil- 
hiams, youngeft daughter of the late Mr. 
Willttams, Mafter Maft-maker at the 
fame place, George Young, Efq: of 
Coleman-fireet, to Mifs Elizabeth Pa- 
trick, eldeft daughter of Mr. Thomas 
Patrick, of Newgate-{treet. At Melton- 
Mowbray, in Leicefterthire, the Rev. 
Thomas Wightman, of Ledfham, in that 
county, to Mifs Poynton, filter to Mr. 
Poynton of Leicefter. Capt. Webb, of 
the Coldfiream regiment of Guards, to 
Mifs Hoare At Duffield, John Broad- 
burfl, Efg; to Mifs Hadiey, of this town. 
At Honiton, Devon, the Rev. Mr. 
Marker, to Mifs Stokes, daughter of the 
late Mr. Stokes, Attorney, of Honiton. 
on Edington, jun. Efq; of Earl-ftreet, to 

ifs Fulton, of Thames-{treet. 

Diep.---At Mill of Lumvhart, Lieut. 
Fraacis Gordon, of the 88th regiment. 





At Hornfey, Wilhiam Nutt, Ffq. Thomas 
Mooceck, Eq; of Lincola’s-inn.. At U 

way, near Weymouth, Warren Lifle, Etgqs 
aged 93. On board the Veital frigate, in 
the Streighis of Banca, Col. Cathcart, late 
Ambailador trom Great Britain to the 
Emperer ot China. At New Lodge, Hawke 
hurt, Kent, Mrs. Wilkins, wife of 
Charics Wilkins, Efg; At Gargunnock, 
Str james Caiapbell, of Ardkingias, Bart. 
Governor of Surling Caitle. At Devizes, 
Sutton, Efg. At Cheifea, David 
Price, Eiq; Father of the Worfhiptul 
Com,any of Farriers. At Paris, the 
Marquis de Chatcloute, a commanding 
officer of the French army in America. 
On his pallage to the Eatt Indes, Henry 
Daveis, Lig; third fom of Sur Charles Dae 
vers, Bart. At Pretton, in Laneathire, 
Mrs. Pritchard, relitt of the late Alders 
mau Pritchard, of that borough, aged 98. 





At Cheaine, Surrey, Jonn Kemptoa,: 


Liq; ot Snow-hill, At his houfe in Ser- 
jeant’s-inu, fieet-ftreet, Daniel Ruiiel, 
Eig; aged 76. In Ireland, Col. Talbot, 
of walaide, in that kingdom. At Nors 
wich, the Kev. Robert Plumptre, D, D. 
The Rev. ‘tim, Perkins, A. M. Vicar of 
Haflingtield, Cambridgefhire. At Chel- 
fea, David Rice, Eig; aged 84. At 
Compton-Chamberlain, Wiltihire, Chas, 
Penruddocke, Efq; one of the Repre- 
fentatives in Parliament for that county. 
‘The Rev. Mr. Bowles, of Idmifion, near 
Salifbury, aged 63. At York, the fur- 
priiag gigantic girl, At Mill-Hill, neae 
Hendou,*in her a3d year, Mrs. Went- 
worth, reliét of the late Gen. Wentworth. 
At hishoufe, in Queen’s-iquare, vloomf< 
bury, Nath Mafon, kfq. At Windfor, Mrs. 
Buckeridge, rehét of H. B. Buckeridge, 
Efg. At Clapham, George Olive, Efq; of 
Suttolk-ftrcet. Wilitam Gardner, Efq; bro« 
ther to commodore Gardner. Alexan- 
der Goat, Efg; whe was maaried laft 
weck to Mifs Delves. At Norwich, the 
Rev. Thomas Nicols, A. M. Reétor of 
Wheatacre All Saints, in Norfolk. At 
Oxford, Mr. John Henderfon, B. A, 
of Pembroke College. AtFraferfield, ia 
Scotiand, William Frafer, Efg; im his 
64th year. At Bath, Robert Bird, Efq; 
of Barton, on the Heath, Warwickthire. 
At Stockport, in Chefhire, Robert Vim-~ 
perley, Efq; formerly a captain in the 
68th regiment. John Soroceld, Efq; late 
of Love-lane, Eaftcheap. At Colyton, 
in Devon, captain Batut, formerly of the 
14th regiment. At. Chiflehurft, Kent, 
Peter Birt, Efq. Pittman Warren, Efq; 
of Warminfter. On Stepney Caufeway, 
Mrs. Deborah Godfrey. At her feat at 
Bradbourn-place, in Kent, Mrs. Betenfon, 
daughter of the late Sir Edward Betenfon, 
bart. Mrs. Rufby, of Charlotte-ftreet, 
Bloomibury. Hugh Speed, Efq; deputy 
regillgs of the. dagcefe of Chefter. At 
Creenwich, 
























Greenwich, Richard) Jones, Efg. At 
Nerton, near Stockton, Jonathan Da- 
vidfon, Efq. In Upper Grofvenor-itrect, 
John Ruf, Efg, Francis Leys, Eq; of 
Glafgo-foreit, merchant, at Aberdeen. 
At his houfe in Queen Ann-ftreet, Eait, 
fir Edmund Affleck, bart. Rear Admiral 
ofthe Red, and reprejentative in Parlia- 
ment forthe borough of Colcheiter. At 
Newington-green, Mr. Deputy Clements. 
At his houfe in Pinckney, Thomas Eft- 
court Crefwell, Efq., Mrs Llizabetn John- 
fon, wife of Godichall Johafon, Eig; at 
his houfe in Bloomfbury-fquare.  Mils 
Gordon, -youngeit daughter of fir Wil- 
liam Gorden, bart, of Norwich. 
Athis houfe in Kew-Lane, Edward L’E- 
ping, Efq, At the Het-Wells, Briftol, 
Peter Gautlen, Efq; an eminent mer. 
chant of this city, and one of the oldett 
DireGors of the Bankof England. In St. 
Thomas’s Hofpital, Mr. John Huddleitone 
Wynne, author of the Hiftory of Ireland, 
the Hiftory of America, Fables of Fiowers, 
the Proftitute, a poem, &c. &c. 
--BaNnKkRuePTS. Andrew Mackintoth, 
of High Holborn, Middiefex, linen-dra- 
per. John Sampfon, vf Bartholomew 
Clofe, London, jeweller. John Sadicr, 
of Bedale, Yorkthire, flax-drefler. Tho- 
mas Arnett, of Baling-lane, London, glo- 
ver. John Hayard, of Hull, Yorkthire, 
[inen-draper. John Wright, of Duke- 
ftreet, Aldgate, London, piece-broker. 
Jofeph Rand, of Newbury, Berks, li- 
nen-draper. Chriftopher Barnes, of Cat- 
tle-firect, Leicefter-fields, Middlefex, 
leatherfeller. Vincent Eades, of Helmet- 
tow, in the parifh of St. Luke, Middle- 
fex, bricklayer. John Waitell the Eider, 
and John Waftell the Younger, new or 
late of Wood-itreet, Spitalficlds, Muid- 
dlefex, weavers. Thomas Pelham, late 
of New Shorcham, Suffex,; but now of 
Charing-crofs, Middlefex, thipwnght. 
Alexander Rofs, of Thames Dittan, Suiry, 
dealer and chapman. William Prince, of 
the city of .York, common brewer.— 
William Bedford, late of Long-acre, 
Middielex, coach-maker. William Smith, 
of Snow’s fields, inthe borough of South- 
wark, Surry, oil-cloth-manufa@turer, A- 
lexander Fairbairn, of Stanhope-ttrect, 
Clare-market, Middlefex, taylor. Wil- 
liam Richards, of Leather-lane, Hol- 
born, Middlefex, baker. David Robcrt- 
fon, late of Leicefter-fquare, Middiefex, 
vintner. Jofeph Roberts, late of King- 
reet, Bloomibury, but now of Keatilh- 
town, Middiefex, bakér. Thomas Con- 
way, late of Morden-park, Surry, but 
now of Willoughby-lane, near Totten- 
wam, Middlefex, merchant. James Wal- 
ker, of Briftol, malt-merchant, William 
Webb, late of the parith of St. Philip 
aad Jacob, (near Byiitol)Gloucefterhhire, 
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carpenter, Charles Dearden, of Man- 
cheiter, Lancafhire, cavd-maker. James 
Willis, of Pudding-lane, London, mer- 
chant. Thomas Phillips, late of Cork, 
Ireland, but now or late of Briftol, 
merchant and mariner. ._ Richard Bar- 
ford, of Liverpeol, Lancathire, jiquor- 
merchant. Francis Hewitt, of Watling- 
ftreet, London, filkman. Thomas Reed, 
now or late of Cheapfide, London, ho- 
fier, Alexander M’Dougal, late of Li. 
verpool, Lancathire, but now of Gharing- 
crois; Middiefex, matter-rmarmer. George 
Ravenhill, of St. Payl’s charch-yard, 
London, cabinet-maket. John Brooke 
man, of Hoxton, in the parih of St. Lee 
onard, Shoreditch, Middiciex, vidtualler. 
Richard Oakes, of Snew-hnill, Lendon, 
hardwareman. homas Standerwich, late 
of Broadway, Somerfetdhire, now a pri- 
foner in the King’s-bench Prfon. Joe 
feph Brown, of Kingfton, Surry, corn 
aid coal merchant. Robert Donaldfon, 
now or late of the city of Chefter, linen- 
draper. Thomas Walton, of Manchefter, 
Lancafhire, dealer and chapman. Tho- 
mas Walton of Mancneiter, Lancathire, 
cotton-manufa€turer. James Wyinark, 
of Holt, Norfolk, haberdafher. John 
Dinfdale, of Afkrigg, Yorkthire, grazier. 
Kennoth Callandar, of South Molton. 
ftreet, inthe parith of St) George, Hano- 
ver-{quare, Middlefex, apothecary. Wil- 
liam Buckler and Alexander Buckler, 
both late of the Poultry, London,’ linen- 
drapers, Walter Burrows, of Clement’s- 
lane, Lombard-{treet, London, merchant. 
John Gleadah, of. Wigmore-ftreet, Ca- 
vendtth - fquare, Middietex, - childbed 
Imen-maker. John, Long, of Fenchurch- 
fireet, in the city of London, merchant, 
John Stevenlon, of Old Bethlem; Lone 
don, hofier. Ifaac Joncs, of CurtaisdiRoads 
Shoreditch, Mrddiefex, watchmaker. 
Thomas Saunders and Joha Knight, of 
Lea-bridge, Middlefex, callico-printers. 
Jacob Hart and Henry Hart, of Goulftone- 
iguare, Whitechapel, London, diamond- 
cutters and jewelleis. . John Wyatt, of 
Walbroke, Lovidoa, merchaat, William 
Moores, late of the citv of Worcefter, glo- 
ver. John Corden, of Birmingham, 
Warwickthire, taylor. Samuel Shaw, of 
the town of Haverford Weft, cotton ma« 
nufacturer. Richard Clarke, -of Love- 
Jane, Aldermanbury, London, merchant- 
Francis Boobbyer, of Snow’s Fields, in 
the parith of St. Mary, Magdalen, Ber- 
mondfey, Surry, coal dealer. Brough 
Maltby and George Maltby, of the Old 
Jewry, London, merchants. Samuel 
Arm‘tage, of Selby, Yorkjhire, butcher. 
John Price, of Linton, Cambridgethire, 
apothecary. Thomas Stamp, of Bifaop 
Wearmouth, Durham, dealer and Chap- 
man, 
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